
Town of Yucca Valley 
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

To: Honorable Chair and Planning Commissioners 
From: Evan Willoughby, Planning Technician  

Jared Jerome, Associate Planner 
Date: March 4, 2022 
Meeting Date: March 22, 2022 
  
Subject: Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 058-22, Palm Avenue and Sunland Drive, 

APN: 0595-031-08 , Transplant Five (5) Western Joshua Trees 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Planning Commission approves the application for WJT 058-22, transplant of five (5) 
Western Joshua Trees, based upon Ordinance 291 Section 9.56.090 that the Western Joshua 
Trees are within 10 feet of ground disturbing activities, Section 9.56.070(A) that all necessary 
submittal materials have been submitted, Section 9.56.100 that to the maximum extent 
feasible the project proponent shall relocate all Western Joshua Trees that cannot be avoided, 
and Section 9.56.120 that all necessary mitigation fees have been paid by the applicant. 
 
Prior Review 
There has been no prior review of this matter. 
 
Executive Summary 
Native plant permit applications are acted upon by the Planning Commission for review and 
action at this time. 
 
Order of Procedure 

Request Staff Report 
 Request Public Comment 
 Council Discussion/Questions of Staff 
 Motion/Second 
 Discussion on Motion 

Call the Question 
 
Discussion  
 
Applicant: Town of Yucca Valley 
Address:  Palm Avenue and Sunland Drive 
APN:  0595-031-08 
Zoning:  Residential, Single-Family (R-S-5) 
Acres:  1.03 acres 
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Western Joshua Tree Transplant 
An application has been filed with the Town for a public works project to construct a parking lot 
at Palm Avenue and Sunland Drive. As part of that process, an application for the transplant and 
destruction of regulated Western Joshua Trees has been submitted. Only the Western Joshua 
Tree application is before the Commission; not the construction permits for the project. 
 
Section 9.56.070 of Ordinance 291 requires photos, descriptions of the trees, and a letter from 
the applicant’s arborist, which are attached to this report. The arborist has determined the 
health of the trees being proposed for transplant, WJT #1, #2, #3, #4, and #5 ranges from ok to 
great. The proposed relocation site is Essig Park, near the intersection of Joshua Lane and 
Hardesty. 
 
Section 9.56.090 states: 
The project proponent shall avoid all ground-disturbing activities within 10 feet of any western 
Joshua tree, unless those activities will be temporary, will not physically impact the western 
Joshua tree or its root system, and will not disturb the soil to a depth of greater than twelve 
inches. 
 
Section 9.56.100 requires “…to the maximum extent feasible, the project proponent shall 
relocate all western Joshua trees that cannot be avoided to another location on the project 
site,” and that all relocations of western Joshua trees which are one meter or greater in height 
be completed by a desert native plant specialist. 
 
Section 9.56.120 details the mitigation fees required for the transplant or removal of western 
Joshua trees. The applicant has provided the Town payment of these mitigation fees. 
 
Alternatives 
Staff recommend no alternative actions. The application is consistent with the Town’s adopted 
standards. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
NA 
 
Attachments:  
WJT 058-22 Palm Avenue and Sunland Drive 
ORD 291 Joshua Trees 
9.60 Permit Procedures 
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APPLICANT                    Phone   
 
Mailing Address                                                          Email 
  
City                 State                   Zip                         
 
PROPERTY OWNER   Phone  
 
Mailing Address   Email 
 
City                 State                               Zip    
  
Address/Location of Plants 
 
Desert Native Plant Specialist        _________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
                  
 

TYPE OF PLANT # OF PLANTS 
BEING 

DESTROYED 

# OF PLANTS BEING 
TRANSPLANTED 

# OF PLANTS 
BEING 

TRIMMED 

APPLICATION  
FEE 

 
HEIGHT 

 
DIAMETER 

 
MITIGATION FEE FOR 

REMOVAL 
   

WESTERN 
JOSHUA TREE 
(Yucca brevifolia) 

       

 
Reason for removal 
 
Property owner signature        Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staff Use Only 
Issuance Date:    Issued By: 
 
Approved as shown on plot plan photos  Total Fees:  
 
Denied              Reason for Denial 

Date Received      

Case   

By 

General Information 

Project Information 

Western Joshua Tree 
Application  
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Town of Yucca Valley 760-369-6579

0

3/2/2022

Evan

58928 Business Center Drive

Yucca Valley CA 92284

58928 Business Center Drive

Yucca Valley CA 92284

5

Parking Lot to be located at APN: 0595-031-08

Marinna Wagner, ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST WE-13354A

WJT 058-22

abaldizzone@yucca-valley.org

abaldizzone@yucca-valley.org

$10325.00

APN: 0595-031-08 - South-East Property at Sunland Drive and Palm Avenue

Town of Yucca Valley 760-369-6579



# Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia (Joshua Tree)

Large dead tree and various plant debris

TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY - SUNLAND DRIVE & PALM AVE

1
2

3

4
5
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Western Joshua Tree Take Permit Submittal Requirements

Please note - The census shall tag and count all western Joshua trees on the project site and 
classify them by size class.

1. The name of the desert native plant specialist who conducted the census and the employer 
of the desert native plant specialist.

Name: Marinna Wagner
Employer Name: Marinna Wagner

  
2. The name of the desert native plant specialist who will relocate Western Joshua trees, if 

applicable, and the employer of the desert native plant specialist.

Name: To be determined and contracted by the Town of Yucca Valley
Employer Name: Unknown; TBD

3. The date of the census. 1/29/22 

4. The date or dates of the proposed relocation of western Joshua trees, if applicable.

Unknown; TBD

5. A map of the project site that depicts the location of the proposed single-family residence, 
accessory structure, or public works project; the number and location of all Western Joshua 
trees on the project site; and if applicable, the proposed Western Joshua trees for removal, 
or the proposed placement of each relocated Western Joshua tree (Note: this can be included 
on the 24”x36” plans). 

See notes below

6. Photographs of each western Joshua tree on the project site, including a visual 
representation (e.g., tape measure, yardstick, etc.) of the scale of the height of each tree.

See report 

7. Aerial imagery of the site in sufficient detail to identify the property and the Western Joshua 
trees that are on the site and are a part of the application submitted. 

 
See map

8. Narrative written descriptions of each western Joshua tree, its diameter, height, existing 
health condition and any other information deemed necessary. 
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See report

9. New construction of single-family residential units as well as accessory structures shall 
require the submittal of all information on plans measuring approximately 24” x 36”, shall be 
legibly drawn and shall accurately reflect aerial photography and satellite imagery generally 
available for the subject property.

a. All property lines, dimensions, and existing structures, if any, shall be depicted on 
plans submitted with the application materials. 

b. Property owners name, mailing address, phone number, and email address.
c. Applicant’s name, mailing address, phone number and email address. 
d. Assessor parcel number(s), address, and general location of the property for which 

the application is submitted.  
e. General Plan designation and zoning designation of the subject project site.

Census Table 

Tag # Height Diameter 

Health 
(Dead, 
Poor, 
Ok, 

Good, 
Great) 

Transplant, 
Destroy, or 

Protect in Place 

Size Class (Place an “X” in 
the corresponding column) 

Class 
1/A 

(Less 
than 1 
Meter) 

Class 
2/B  

(Between 
1 Meter 
and 4 

Meters) 

Class 
3/C   (4 
Meters 

or 
Taller)

1 5 M 8  M GREAT TRANSPLANT  X
2 2.5 M 1.3 M GREAT TRANSPLANT  X   
3 5.5 M 4.8 M GREAT TRANSPLANT  X
4 4.5 M 1.5 M OK TRANSPLANT X
5 6 M 4.8 M GREAT TRANSPLANT X

If design modifications are not feasible, survivability of larger trees may be better if protected in 
place with less than 10 ft of clearance than attempting transplant.  See notes regarding 
individual trees in the report.   

Transplant Relocation Notes (Item #5):  

Via correspondence with the Town of Yucca Valley, it is their intent to transplant all Western 
Joshua Trees (Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia) from this site to Essig Park, a Town-owned 
property. 
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The recommendations for determining potential transplant locations include the following: 
1. Placed at least 25 ft from any existing or proposed structure or improvement,  
2. Placed at least 10 ft from any other western Joshua Tree,  
3. For large trees that must be moved with equipment, equipment accessibility will likely 

be required, and such activity should not cause any damage to habitat and any other 
long-lived plants.   

4. In order to take into account the Town’s future plans, potential locations should be 
determined by the Town and reviewed by the Native Plant Specialist.  

5. Prior to finalizing locations, simple percolation tests are required to determine if the 
soil is free-draining, uncompacted enough to dig deep, and suitable for transplant.   

6. It is recommended that competent and experienced contractors visit the site to 
confirm transplant feasibility and methods and budgetary estimates.  Town will 
contract with contractors for relocation of individual trees.   

7. Via correspondence with the Public Works Director on 2.13.22 it has been requested 
by the Town that all trees be transplanted to the southeast corner of the lot to allow 
for the parking lot design.  A planter will be created around them to protect them in 
the new location.   
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   1 

NATIVE PLANT INVENTORY REPORT
SITE MAP WITH PHOTOGRAPHIC CENSUS 

March 10, 2022

ARMANDO BALDIZZONE
TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
58928 BUSINESS CENTER DRIVE 
YUCCA VALLEY, CA 92284
P: 760.369.6579 EXT. 307
ABALDIZZONE@YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG

(Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   2 

(Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia

Transplant Notes: 

all Yucca

connection.
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   3 

GOOGLE EARTH 2013

GOOGLE EARTH 2015
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   4 

CONDUCTED BY: MARINNA WAGNER 
WE-13354A
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

BAINBRIDGE, D. 2007. A Guide for Desert and Dryland Restoration: A New Hope for Arid Lands.

Proceedings:
Wildland Shrub and Arid Land Restoration 4507 Symposium.

Great Basin Naturalist Memoirs. 4:216–5144 225. 
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   5 

SPECIES: Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia
PLANT NUMBER: 1

STATUS (TRANSPLANT, DESTROY, PROTECT): Transplant 
CLASS SIZE: C
SIZE (HEIGHT X WIDTH):  5 m x 8 m (POLE 2M)

NUMBER OF DEAD BRANCHES: 3
MAJOR BRANCH FAILURES: 0

NUMBER OF PUPS: 5    MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST PUP: 5 m

11.a

Packet Pg. 240

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
58

-2
2 

Pa
lm

 A
ve

nu
e 

an
d 

Su
nl

an
d 

D
riv

e 
 (4

26
6 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 (W
JT

) P
er

m
it 

05
8-

22
, P

al
m

 A
ve

nu
e 

an
d 

Su
nl

an
d 

D
riv

e)



SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   6 

SPECIES: Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia
PLANT NUMBER: 2

STATUS (TRANSPLANT, DESTROY, PROTECT): Transplant
CLASS SIZE: B
SIZE (HEIGHT X WIDTH):  2.5 m x 1.3 m (POLE 2M)

NUMBER OF DEAD BRANCHES: 0
MAJOR BRANCH FAILURES: 0

NUMBER OF PUPS: 2    MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST PUP: 2 m
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   7 

SPECIES: Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia
PLANT NUMBER: 3

STATUS (TRANSPLANT, DESTROY, PROTECT): Transplant
CLASS SIZE: C

NUMBER OF DEAD BRANCHES: 3
MAJOR BRANCH FAILURES: 3

NUMBER OF PUPS: 0    MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST PUP: NA

ROOT FLARE CONDITION: Ok.
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   8 

SPECIES: Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia

STATUS (TRANSPLANT, DESTROY, PROTECT): Transplant 
CLASS SIZE: C

NUMBER OF DEAD BRANCHES: 3
MAJOR BRANCH FAILURES: 2

NUMBER OF PUPS: 0    MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST PUP: NA

ROOT FLARE CONDITION: Ok.
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SUNLAND DRIVE AND PALM AVE   9 

SPECIES: Yucca brevifolia ssp. brevifolia
PLANT NUMBER: 5

STATUS (TRANSPLANT, DESTROY, PROTECT): Transplant
CLASS SIZE: C

MAJOR BRANCH FAILURES: 1

NUMBER OF PUPS: 2    MAX HEIGHT OF TALLEST PUP: 5 m
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