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Town of Yucca Valley
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT

To: Honorable Chair and Planning Commissioners
From: Evan Willoughby, Planning Technician

Jared Jerome, Associate Planner
Date: March 3, 2022

Meeting Date: March 8, 2022

Subject: Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 049-22, 5375 Indio Avenue, Yucca Valley
CA. APN: 0598-132-02; Two Destroyed (2) Western Joshua Trees

Recommendation:

That the Planning Commission reviews the application for WJT 049-22 5375 Indio Avenue,
documenting the unpermitted destruction of two (2) Western Joshua Trees, for compliance
with Ordinance 291, based upon Section 9.56.070(A) that all necessary submittal materials have
been submitted, Section 9.56.120 that all necessary mitigation fees have been paid by the
applicant, and Section 9.56.140 that all necessary administrative citation fees have been paid by
the applicant for each tree taken without an approved permit.

Prior Review

The Planning Commission has not previously reviewed the Western Joshua Tree violation on
5375 Indio Avenue. The Planning Commission reviewed the violations for the unpermitted
removal of regulated Native Plants at their meeting on February 8™, 2022. The Planning
Commission has required the applicant to re-vegetate the project site with native plants which
are to be removed from other project sites which require the removal of regulated desert
native plants.

The two (2) destroyed Western Joshua Trees were identified by the applicant’s arborist and
Town Staff within the pile of regulated Native Plants removed by the contractor from the
project site without a permit.

Executive Summary
Native plant permit applications are acted upon by the Planning Commission for review and
action at this time.

Order of Procedure
Request Staff Report
Request Public Comment
Council Discussion/Questions of Staff
Motion/Second
Discussion on Motion
Call the Question
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Discussion

Applicant: Jacob Zackary / Five Five Two LLC

Address: 5375 Indio Avenue
APN: 0598-021-27
Zoning: Rural Living (R-L-2.5)

Parcel Size:  2.50 acres

Western Joshua Tree Removal
Staff documented the non-permitted destruction of two (2) Western Joshua Trees that were
removed by the contractor during the grading for a new single-family residence.

Section 9.56.140 of Ordinance 291 requires an administrative citation of $1,000 per western
Joshua tree taken or trimmed without a permit, in addition to payment of mitigation fees per
western Joshua tree had the permit been issued. The applicant provided the Town payment of
these fees.

Section 9.56.070 of Ordinance 291 requires photos, descriptions of the trees, and a letter from
the applicant’s arborist; which are attached to this report.

Section 9.56.090 states:

The project proponent shall avoid all ground-disturbing activities within 10 feet of any western
Joshua tree, unless those activities will be temporary, will not physically impact the western
Joshua tree or its root system, and will not disturb the soil to a depth of greater than twelve
inches.

Section 9.56.100 requires “...to the maximum extent feasible, the project proponent shall
relocate all western Joshua Trees that cannot be avoided to another location on the project
site,” and that all relocations of western Joshua Trees which are one meter or greater in height
be completed by a desert native plant specialist.

Section 9.56.120 details the mitigation fees required for the transplant or removal of western
Joshua Trees. The applicant has provided the Town payment of these mitigation fees.

Alternatives
Staff recommend no alternative actions. The application is consistent with the Town’s adopted
standards.

Fiscal Impact
NA
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Attachments:

WIT 049-22 5375 INDIO AVENUE
ORD 291 Joshua Trees

9.60 Permit Procedures
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Staff Use Only
Issuance Date: Issued By:

photos Total Fees:

Approved as shown on plot plan

Denjed — Reason for Denial
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ARBO RPRO 58036 DESERT GOLD DRIVE, YUCCA VALLEY, CA 92284 | 760-275-4660

C-27 CONTRACTORS LICENSE #799469 | CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WE-4587A | DESERTTREEDOC@AOL.COM

Western Joshua Tree Take Permit Submittal Requirements

Please note - The census shall tag and count all western Joshua trees on the project site and classify them
by size class.

1. The name of the desert native plant specialist who conducted the census and the employer of the
desert native plant specialist.

Name: Michael Murphy, CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WE-4587A
Employer Name: ArborPro

2, The name of the desert native plant specialist who will relocate Western Joshua trees, if applicable,
and the employer of the desert native plant specialist:

Name: F\\ /!A

Employer Name: ' E‘u._

3. The date of the census: -9- /5 / 2 ?-

4. The date or dathft}f\the proposed relocation of western Joshua trees, if applicable:

w A9 | L

5. Addressof site; O3 O E "‘J‘m?-ﬂ 10 ME.  Yucea s J (ALLE LY
Client Name:___ JOCON ZAC L
A map of the project site that depicts the Iocs‘ﬂ:‘ion of the proposed single-family residence, accessory
structure, or public works project; the number and location of all Western Joshua trees on the project

site; and if applicable, the proposed Western loshua trees for removal, or the proposed placement of
each relocated Western loshua tree (Note: this can be included on the 24”%36” plans).

6. Photographs of each western Joshua tree on the project site, including a visual representation (e.g.,
tape measure, yardstick, etc.) of the scale of the height of each tree.

7. Aerial imagery of the site in sufficient detail to identify the property and the Western Joshua trees that
are on the site and are a part of the application submitteg. Y

s :

8. Narrative written descriptions of eac]}f'ﬁﬁ’é‘?ﬁgm Joshua tree, its diameter, height, existing health
condition and any other infonnatid‘n"d*ee_med necessary.

The Joshun frees an s Draderda apbear 4o be
sSuttering fromn Areuair, Yadend Eicd ' ol Insect
damooe. “Joshue drees FO and Fi6 e e Joshua
Tees ofected by construckionmer peighis
ord peattn 1S modled” uniiouwn due fo’ eoniacor

crrol. Blease See cefads +atle for 3174 & heatth

Attachment: WJT 049-22 5375 INDIO AVENUE (4264 : Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 049-22 5375 Indio Avenue)

/:) /M%%ﬁﬁ] Wz ~4S87/> 1 o
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ARBORPRO
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58036 DESERT GOLD DRIVE, YUCCA VALLEY, CA 92284 | 760-275-4660

C-27 CONTRACTORS LICENSE #799469 | CERTIFIED ARBORIST #WE-4587A | DESERTTREEDOC@AOL.COM

9, New construction of single-family residential units as well as accessory structures shall require the
submittal of all information on plans measuring approximately 24” x 36”, shall be legibly drawn and
shall accurately reflect aerial photography and satellite imagery generally available for the subject

property.

All property lines, dimensions, and existing structures, if any, shall be depicted on plans

submitted with the application materials.
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b. Property owners name, mailing address, phone number, and email address. %',

c. Applicant’s name, mailing address, phone number and email address. S

d. Assessor parcel number(s), address, and general location of the property for which the g

application is submitted. &

e. General Plan designation and zoning designation of the subject project site. e
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Attachment: WJT 049-22 5375 INDIO AVENUE (4264 : Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 049-22 5375 Indio Avenue)
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Customer Amount
Number Name Payment Type Check/Auth # Received
10738 Zackary, Jacob Visa/MC 080191 4,600.00
Description: WJT 049-22 and Citation 10085
Code Enforcement Admin Fine 2,000.00
WJT Take Permit Fees 500.00
Wildlife Mitigation State Pass Thru Fees 2,100.00

21.a

Town of Yucca Valley Receipt # 30227
Community Development/Public Works Depts Date 2/28/2022
58928 Business Center Dr

Yucca Valley CA 92284 Revd By Mary

Received Zackary, Jacob
From 119 N La Jolla Ave
Los Angeles, CA 90048

(310) 261-6071

Attachment: WJT 049-22 5375 INDIO AVENUE (4264 : Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 049-22 5375 Indio Avenue)
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TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
DECEMBER 16, 2014

Attachment; WJT 049-22 5375 INDIO AVENUE (4264 : Western Joshus Tras (WAT) Permit 049-22 5375 Indio Avenue)




