
Town of Yucca Valley 
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

To: Honorable Chair and Planning Commissioners 
From: Evan Willoughby, Planning Technician  

Jared Jerome, Associate Planner 
Date: September 22, 2021 
Meeting Date: October 12, 2021 
  
Subject: Western Joshua Tree (WJT) Permit 079-21, 58925 Sunnyslope Drive, Yucca 

Valley CA. APN: 0601-551-33, 0601-551-34, 0601-551-35; Transplant Ten (10) 
Western Joshua Trees 

 
Recommendation: 
That the Planning Commission approves the application for WJT 079-21, transplant of ten (10) 
Western Joshua Trees, based upon Ordinance 291 Section 9.56.090 that the western Joshua 
Trees are within 10 feet of ground disturbing activities, Section 9.56.070(A) that all necessary 
submittal materials have been submitted, Section 9.56.100 that to the maximum extent 
feasible the project proponent shall relocate all Western Joshua trees that cannot be avoided, 
and Section 9.56.120 that all necessary mitigation fees have been paid by the applicant. 
 
Prior Review 
There has been no prior review of this matter. 
 
Executive Summary 
Native plant permit applications are acted upon by the Planning Commission for review and 
action at this time. 
 
Order of Procedure 

Request Staff Report  
 Request Public Comment  
 Council Discussion/Questions of Staff  
 Motion/Second 
 Discussion on Motion 

Call the Question 
 
Discussion  
 
Applicant: Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services 
Address:  58925 Sunnyslope Drive 
APN:  0601-551-33, 0601-551-34, 0601-551-35 
Zoning:  Industrial (I) 
Parcel Size:  36.7 acres 
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Western Joshua Tree Transplant  
An application has been filed with the Town to construct for a public works project to construct 
road improvements.  As part of that process, an application for the transplant of regulated 
Western Joshua Trees has been submitted.  Only the Western Joshua Tree application is before 
the Commission; not the construction permits for the road improvements. 
 
Section 9.56.070 of Ordinance 291 requires photos, descriptions of the trees, and a letter from 
the applicant’s arborist; which are attached to this report. The health of trees on the property 
ranges is stated to be good.  
 
Section 9.56.090 states: 
The project proponent shall avoid all ground-disturbing activities within 10 feet of any western 
Joshua tree, unless those activities will be temporary, will not physically impact the western 
Joshua tree or its root system, and will not disturb the soil to a depth of greater than twelve 
inches. 
 
Section 9.56.100 requires “…to the maximum extent feasible, the project proponent shall 
relocate all western Joshua Trees that cannot be avoided to another location on the project 
site,” and that all relocations of western Joshua Trees which are one meter or greater in height 
be completed by a desert native plant specialist. 
 
Section 9.56.120 details the mitigation fees required for the transplant or removal of western 
Joshua Trees. The applicant has provided the Town payment of these mitigation fees. 
 
Alternatives 
Staff recommend no alternative actions.  The application is consistent with the Town’s adopted 
standards. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
NA 
 
Attachments:  
WJT 079-21 58925 Sunnyslope Drive 
ORD 291 Joshua Trees 
9.60 Permit Procedures 

10

Packet Pg. 328



10.a

Packet Pg. 329

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
79

-2
1 

58
92

5 
Su

nn
ys

lo
pe

 D
riv

e 
 (4

04
2 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 (W
JT

) P
er

m
it 

07
9-

21
 5

89
25

 S
un

ny
sl

op
e 

D
riv

e)



Memorandum 
Date: October 4, 2021 

To: Gary Koontz 

From: Juan Hernandez, Principal Biologist Hernandez Environmental Services

Subject: Joshua Tree Census Report for Offsite Impacts of the Burrtec Waste and 
Recycling Services Yucca Valley Facility Project.

This memorandum was prepared by Hernandez Environmental Services, a Desert Native 
Plant Specialist as described in Section 9.56.010 “Definitions” of Exhibit “A” of Ordinance 
No. 291 of the Town of Yucca Valley. On December 10, 2020, the town of Yucca Valley 
adopted a Special Order relating to the “take” of Western Joshua Tree (Yucca brevifolia)
during the Candidacy Period for State listing under the California Endangered Species Act. 
The Special Order is designed to streamline the process to allow for the incidental take of 
a limited number of Joshua Trees to allow for the trimming of live trees or the removal of 
dead trees for single family homes or public works projects in the town of Yucca Valley.  
Take is defined as: to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, 
capture, or kill. 

Project Location 

The proposed project site is located in the town of Yucca Valley, near the southern 
boundary of the central portion of San Bernardino County (Figure 1, Vicinity Map).  Yucca 
Valley is an unincorporated town in San Bernardino County near the City of Twentynine 
Palms and the unincorporated communities of Morongo Valley and Joshua Tree.  The 
project site is located near the eastern town boundary, on the southeastern corner of Indio 
Avenue and Sunnyslope Drive (Figure 2, Location Map).  The approximately 36.7 acre 
project site consists of Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 0601-551-09, 0601-551-10, and 
0601-551-11.  Specifically, the project site is located within Section 32, Township 1 North, 
Range 6 East, San Bernardino Base Meridian (SBBM), on the Joshua Tree North, Joshua 
Tree South, Yucca Valley North, and Yucca Valley South, United States Geological 
Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute topographic quadrangles. 

Project Description

The proposed project is a public works project that involves the development of an 
approximately 10.7-acre portion on the northwest corner of the 36.7-acre site.  Project 
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development includes a truck terminal for Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services’ 
collection fleet and an approximately 16,200 square foot solid waste transfer station.  
Additional improvements include landscape frontages on Indio Avenue and Sunnyslope 
Drive, a maintenance shop, a fueling station, an operations facility, in-ground truck scales, 
a stormwater detention basin, and associate parking (Figure 3, Project Plans). 

Survey Area

The Survey Area consisted of a 0.38- acre area on the west side of Indio Avenue where 
offsite impacts will occur (Figure 4, Survey Area). An area with a 70-foot length measured 
from the eastern edge of the AC pavement west.  Any Joshua tree within this area will be 
relocated.

 A total of 10 Joshua trees will be impacted by the road improvements that are part of the 
Burrtec Waste and Recycling Services Yucca Valley Facility Project. All 10 Joshua trees 
are healthy with no signs of disease.  

Census Table

Tag 
Number

Height
(feet)

Diameter
(inches)

Health

Transplant, 
Destroy, or 
Protect in 
Place

Size Class

(Place an “X” in the corresponding 
column) 

Class 1
(Less than 
1 Meter)

Class 2
(Between 1 
Meter and 4 
Meters)

Class 3

(4 Meters or 
Taller)

1 6 11 inches Good Transplant x

2 17 11 inches Good Transplant x

3 15 9 inches Good Transplant x
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4 16
11.5
inches

Good Transplant x

5 16 14 inches Good Transplant x

6 11 11 inches Good Transplant x
7 13 12 inches Good Transplant x
8 14 14 inches Good Transplant X

9 10 24 inches Good Transplant X

10 9 10 inches Good Transplant X

After reviewing the project. HES has made the following recommendations: 

1. All Joshua Trees that will be impacted by the project are healthy. The trees are in 
an area previously approved for development and is a necessary public works 
project.  All 10 Joshua trees shall be transplanted to the area previously approved 
for transplantation and has existing transplanted trees (Figure 5). 

2. Follow the mitigation fee schedule described in Ordinance No. 291. 
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Certification

I hereby certify that the statements furnished above, the facts, statements, and information 
presented are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Date:  October 4, 2021 

Signed:   _______________________________ 
Juan J. Hernandez

  Principal Biologist 

Attachments: 

Figure 1: Location Map 

Figure 2: Vicinity Map

Figure 3: Project Plans 

Figure 4: Joshua Tree Survey Map 

Figure 5: Joshua Tree Relocation Map

Appendix A: Site Photographs 
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Figure 1

Yucca Valley, San Bernardino County, CA

Joshua Tree Survey
Location Map

Burrtec Yucca Valley Facility

NLegend
Project Site Boundary
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Figure 2

Yucca Valley, San Bernardino County, CA

Joshua Tree Survey
Vicinity Map

Burrtec Yucca Valley Facility

NLegend
Project Site Boundary

Project Site
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View of Joshua tree 1.  6 feet tall.

View of Joshua tree 2.  17 feet tall.
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View of Joshua tree 3.  15 feet tall.

View of Joshua tree 4.  16 feet tall.
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View of Joshua tree 5.  16 feet tall.

View of Joshua tree 6.  11 feet tall.
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View of Joshua tree 7.  13 feet tall.

View of Joshua tree 8.  14 feet tall.
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View of Joshua tree 9.  10 feet tall.

View of Joshua tree 10.  9 feet tall.
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From: Juan Hernandez
To: Jared Jerome; Gary Koontz; Evan Willoughby
Cc: Shane Stueckle; Shawn Gatchel-Hernandez
Subject: Re: WJT 079-21 PLANNING COMMISSION DETERMINATION
Date: Monday, October 4, 2021 2:43:27 PM

I did verify and no other Joshua Trees within 10 feet.  The dark green circle around the white
dot is a 10 foot buffer.

Juan Jose Hernandez
Principal Biologist
Hernandez Environmental Services
17037 Lakeshore Drive
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530
909 772-9009
Www.hernandezenvironmental.com

From: Jared Jerome <jjerome@YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG>
Sent: Monday, October 4, 2021 2:35:20 PM
To: Juan Hernandez <juan@hernandezenvironmental.com>; Gary Koontz <gkoontz@burrtec.com>;
Evan Willoughby <EWilloughby@YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG>
Cc: Shane Stueckle <sstueckle@yucca-valley.org>; Shawn Gatchel-Hernandez
<shawn@hernandezenvironmental.com>
Subject: RE: WJT 079-21 PLANNING COMMISSION DETERMINATION

Hi Juan – regarding Figure 5, we can’t tell if there are other Joshua Trees in those two rectangles.
Can you verify that the transplanted Western Joshua Trees would not be re-located within ten feet
(10’) of any other Western Joshua Tree? Our ordinance requires at least a 10’ separate between
Joshua Trees.
 

From: Juan Hernandez <juan@hernandezenvironmental.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 4, 2021 11:37 AM
To: Gary Koontz <gkoontz@burrtec.com>; Evan Willoughby <EWilloughby@YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG>
Cc: Jared Jerome <jjerome@YUCCA-VALLEY.ORG>; Shane Stueckle <sstueckle@yucca-valley.org>;
Shawn Gatchel-Hernandez <shawn@hernandezenvironmental.com>
Subject: RE: WJT 079-21 PLANNING COMMISSION DETERMINATION
 
Here you go Gary:
 
I added the pictures with the measuring device taken by Norman and added a JT relocation map with
a 10-foot buffer around each tree. I believe this is what the city asked for.  Please let me know if you
have any questions.
 
Juan J. Hernandez
Principal Biologist
 
Hernandez Environmental Services
Environmental Compliance Solutions
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17037 Lakeshore Drive
Lake Elsinore, CA 92530
Office: (951) 579-1657
Cell: (909) 772-9009
Fax: (951) 389-3104
 
www.HernandezEnvironmental.com
 

 

From: Gary Koontz <gkoontz@burrtec.com> 
Sent: Monday, October 4, 2021 9:52 AM
To: Evan Willoughby <EWilloughby@yucca-valley.org>
Cc: Juan Hernandez <juan@hernandezenvironmental.com>; Jared Jerome <jjerome@yucca-
valley.org>; Shane Stueckle <sstueckle@yucca-valley.org>
Subject: Re: WJT 079-21 PLANNING COMMISSION DETERMINATION
 
Juan Hernandez has confirmed that he will have the additional Joshua Tree information to you
today.
 
On Wed, Sep 29, 2021 at 8:27 AM Evan Willoughby <EWilloughby@yucca-valley.org> wrote:

Good morning,
 
The Planning Commission was unable to approve your Western Joshua Tree Application at their

September 28th meeting. The application will be continued to the October 12th meeting, pending
additional and revised materials.
 
The Planning Commission requests the following revisions:

Clearly identify the site where each Western Joshua Tree will be relocated.

The proposed site for relocation must be at least twenty-five feet from any existing
or proposed structure or improvement and at least ten feet from any other Western
Joshua Tree.
The Western Joshua Trees being relocated must be relocated to another location on
the project site.
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The submitted map identified an area of the project that appears to be densely
populated with Western Joshua Trees and does not clearly identify where each
Western Joshua Tree is being relocated to.

Provide a scale with all the Western Joshua Tree census pictures, verify that all
measurements correspond with the census table, and provide larger pictures that allow for
the scale to be clearly legible.

 

We need to have this information by the morning of Monday, October 4th to ensure it can be put

on the agenda for the October 12th meeting. Please contact Staff if you have any questions.
 
 

Evan Willoughby
Planning Technician
 

Town of Yucca Valley
Community Development Department
58928 Business Center Drive
Yucca Valley, CA 92284
P: (760) 369-6579 ext. 328
F: (760) 228-0084
ewilloughby@yucca-valley.org
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