
Town of Yucca Valley 
PLANNING COMMISSION STAFF REPORT 

To: Honorable Chair and Planning Commissioners 
From: Jared Jerome, Associate Planner  

 
Date: May 5, 2021 
Meeting Date: May 11, 2021 
  
Subject: Western Joshua Tree Permit (WJT) 007-21, 55634 El Dorado Drive, Yucca 

Valley CA. APN: 0585-523-05; Trim Two (2)  Western Joshua Trees. 
 
Recommendation: 
That the Planning Commission approves the application for WJT 007-21, trim two (2) Western 
Joshua Trees, based upon Ordinance 291 Section 9.56.130 that a project proponent may have a 
desert native plant specialist trim a Western Joshua Tree.   
 
Prior Review 
There has been no prior review of this matter. 
 
Executive Summary 
Native plant permit applications are acted upon by the Planning Commission for review and 
action at this time. 
 
Order of Procedure 

Request Staff Report  
 Request Public Comment  
 Council Discussion/Questions of Staff  
 Motion/Second 
 Discussion on Motion 

Call the Question 
 
Discussion  
 
Applicant: Ed Alke 
Address:  55634 El Dorado Drive 
APN:  0585-523-05 
Zoning:  Single-family Residential (RS-2) 
Parcel Size:  0.65 acres 
 
An application has been filed to trim two (2) Western Joshua Trees. In the consulting desert 
native plant specialist’s opinion, one tree has branches that have detached, and the other tree 
has damage at a bend in part of the tree, both of which create an imminent threat to public 
health and safety. The Western Joshua Trees would be trimmed to remove the branches that 
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are damaged or have already detached. The applicant does not propose to remove either tree. 
 
Section 9.56.070 of Ordinance 291 requires photos, descriptions of the trees, and a letter from 
the applicant’s arborist; which are attached to this report.  
 
Section 9.56.130 states: 
The Planning Commission may issue a permit to authorize either the removal of a dead western 
Joshua tree or the trimming of a western Joshua tree. The proponent or its agent may remove a 
detached dead western Joshua tree or detached limb of a western Joshua tree. All other 
removals and all trimmings of western Joshua trees authorized by permits issued pursuant to 
this subsection may be completed by a desert native plant specialist. Planning Commission may 
issue a permit in accordance with this section without payment of mitigation fees, provided that 
the dead western Joshua tree or the limb(s) to be removed: 

(1) Has fallen over and is within 30 feet of a structure; or 
(2) Is leaning against an existing structure; or 
(3) Creates an imminent threat to public health or safety. 

 
 
Alternatives 
Staff recommend no alternative actions.  The application is consistent with the Town’s adopted 
standards. 
 
Fiscal Impact 
NA 
 
Attachments:  
WJT 007-21 55634 El Dorado Drive 
ORD 291 Joshua Trees 
9.60 Permit Procedures 
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5/5/2021 55634 El Dorado Dr - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/place/55634+El+Dorado+Dr,+Yucca+Valley,+CA+92284/@34.0997615,-116.4505505,120m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x80db27bba22ed28f:0x4e6880a34f537edd!8m2!… 1/2

Map data ©2021 , Map data ©2021 20 ft 

55634 El Dorado Dr

1.8.a

Packet Pg. 258

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 259

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 260

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 261

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 262

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 263

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 264

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 265

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 266

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 267

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 268

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 269

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 270

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 271

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 272

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.a

Packet Pg. 273

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

W
JT

 0
07

-2
1 

55
63

4 
El

 D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e 
 (2

86
7 

: W
es

te
rn

 J
os

hu
a 

Tr
ee

 P
er

m
it 

00
7-

21
 5

56
34

 E
l D

or
ad

o 
D

riv
e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 274

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 275

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 276

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 277

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 278

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 279

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 280

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 281

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 282

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 283

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 284

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 285

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 286

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 287

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 288

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 289

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 290

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 291

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 292

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 293

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.b

Packet Pg. 294

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

O
R

D
 2

91
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
s 

 (2
86

7 
: W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.c

Packet Pg. 295

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

9.
60

 P
er

m
it 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

es
  (

28
67

 : 
W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.c

Packet Pg. 296

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

9.
60

 P
er

m
it 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

es
  (

28
67

 : 
W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.c

Packet Pg. 297

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

9.
60

 P
er

m
it 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

es
  (

28
67

 : 
W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)



1.8.c

Packet Pg. 298

A
tta

ch
m

en
t: 

9.
60

 P
er

m
it 

Pr
oc

ed
ur

es
  (

28
67

 : 
W

es
te

rn
 J

os
hu

a 
Tr

ee
 P

er
m

it 
00

7-
21

 5
56

34
 E

l D
or

ad
o 

D
riv

e)


