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APPENDIX A - GLOSSARY

GLOSSARY

Benefit Assessment District — A district created to fund public
improvements such as parks and recreation facilities and
purchase and maintain open space. Homeowners within
the district are assessed a fee to finance the needed public
improvements. The owners must be beneficiaries of the
patks, recreation facilities, and/or open space and the size
of individual assessment levies must be strictly
proportional to the amount of per-parcel “special
benefit” which the property receives. Assessments must

not exceed the project’s total cost.

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) — A planning instrument for
mapping out short- and long-term capital acquisition and

development costs.

Certificates of Participation (COP) — Investor- owned shares of a
lease payment revenue stream from a lease obligation
signed by a local government entity on a new or
renovated public facility. The title to the facility is
eventually transferred to the government entity at the end

of the lease period at nominal cost.

Community Development Block Grant (CDGB) - Funds
allocated from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) that provide for upgrading
of parks in compliance with the Americans with Disability
Act (ADA) requirements, as well as for other limited

program funding.

Community Park - A park with a usable size of 15-40 net acres
that provides community-wide recreation facilities,
offering a variety of recreation opportunities and serving

several neighborhoods within a one- to two-mile radius.

Demand Analysis- An estimation of the number of facilities
required to accommodate the demand level based on the

participation rates at those facilities.
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Development Impact Fees (DIF) - Contributions from

developers in the form of in-lieu fees for major facilities
(e.g., community centers, senior centers, gymnasiums,
etc.) or improvements to the parkland requires by the
Quimby Act in order to meet the needs of residents in
new development Under California law, unused and
uncommitted fees must be refunded if not obligated in

five years.

Facility Needs Ratio- The measure of the population level in a

given area which creates the demand for one recreation
facility.

General Obligation Bonds — Bonds that are issued by cities and

counties for the acquisition and improvement of real
property, including open space. Issuance of bonds is
premised on a two-thirds voter approval. General
Obligation bonds are secured primarily by ad valorem
property taxes at whatever rate is required to service the
debt. Cities and counties may increase property taxes
beyond the normal Proposition 13 limit to pay the
principal and interest on the bonds. Since investors often
perceive property taxes as being less risky than the
security for other types of indebtedness, General
Obligation bonds may be issued at relatively lower
interest rates.

Joint Use Agreement — An agreement that provides for shared

use, operation and maintenance of properties owned by
all parties entering into the agreement. For example, joint-
use agreements often exist between cities and school
districts.

Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act (Government Code

section 53311 et seq.) — The Act authorizes local
governments to establish community facilities districts
(CFDs) within which they may levy special taxes and issue
bonds to finance open space acquisition, maintenance
and other programs. Approval of the special tax and
related bond issue requires approval by two-thirds of the
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district electorate. When there are fewer than 12
registered voters within a CFD, approval must be by two-
thirds of the district’s landowners. CFD boundaries need

not be contiguous.

Needs Analysis — A comparison of the current facility needs and
the existing public and private facilities to determine
whether the existing facility inventory is adequate in terms

of demand conditions.

Neighborhood Park — A park with a usable size of 3-15 net acres
and a service area of /2 mile that provides for the daily
recreation needs or residents within the immediate

vicinity.

Park Acquisition and Development (PAD) Fees — The primary
source of capital improvement funding exacted under the
Quimby Act; they also provide for development of

improvements on dedicated parkland.

Quimby Act (California Government Code Section 66477) — A
provision of the Subdivision Map Act that enables a city,
by ordinance, to require the dedication of land or
payment of fees, or a combination of the two, for park or
recreation purposes as a condition to map approval. The
dedication or payment shall not exceed a proportionate
amount necessary to provide three (3) acres of park area

per one thousand (1,000) subdivision residents.

Redevelopment Agency Funding — Funds necessary to acquire
property and make improvements in an area of blighting
conditions are obtained by accepting financial assistance
from public or private source, borrowing money, and
issuing bonds. Tax allocation bonds secured by tax
increment revenues, which is the increase in annual
property taxes attributable to redevelopment
improvements, are commonly used to finance

development of parks and recreation facilities.

TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN | 3



APPENDIX A - GLOSSARY

Revenue Bonds — Bonds that are secured by a pledge of revenues
from a particular tax or non-tax source such as
assessments or fees; usually carry a higher interest rate
that general obligation bonds.

Special Community Facility — A recreation facility that provides
special community-level recreation function such as a

gymnasium, community center, senior center or dog park.

Special Purpose Amenities - One of more facilities with a
particular use that is not identified in the Needs or
Demand Analysis. These amenities may service a
community or the entire city. The size of special use
amenity shall be no less than three acres and may include
facilities and features such as gardens, golf courses,
commercial skate park venues and other amenities with a

special purpose or use.
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	ONE IMPROVEMENT WANTED IN YUCCA VALLEY (Appendix Table 11)
	To amplify our understanding of the valued community characteristics and concerns in Town, a question was posed to identify what one improvement or change each respondent would make in Yucca Valley.   No prelisted responses were provided.  The response categories with the largest share of responses are presented in Figure 2. 
	RECREATION INFORMATION SOURCES (Appendix Table 12)
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	RECREATION BENEFITS DESIRED (Appendix Table 13)
	To amplify our understanding of recreating patterns in the Town, a question was posed to identify the reasons residents choose the recreation activities they do.  These reasons or benefits are aimed at understanding why the residents choose the recreation activities by identifying the benefits they seek from such activities.  Yucca Valley residents polled were asked to identify which of the four prelisted benefits they felt is most important when they or their household members seek recreation or leisure opportunities.  The four benefit categories and the share of responses each received are presented in Figure 4. 
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	Frequency of Recreation Facility Usage (Appendix Table 14)
	Parks and recreation facility usage characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing overall facility usage in or outside of Yucca Valley.  The usage frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 5.
	Frequency of Joshua Tree National Park Usage (Appendix Table 15)
	Visitation to Joshua Tree National Park was explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing usage during the past year.  The visitation frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 6 on the following page.
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	Yucca Valley residents polled were queried about the park or recreation facility that their household members most often used during the last year.  The park names were not read to the respondents and respondents were asked to include facilities in or outside of Yucca Valley in their response.  Figure 7 illustrates the nine recreation facilities most often cited by those polled, representing 72% of the responses received.  The remaining parks mentioned that are not listed in Figure 7 each garnered less than 2% of the responses received.
	Recreation Activities Participation  (Appendix Tables 17 to 28)
	The resident telephone survey solicited household members’ behavior in performing an array of twelve recreation activities during the last year.  Each respondent was queried regarding the number of members of their household who had conducted each activity during the past year.  
	Frequency of Recreation Program Usage (Appendix Table 32)
	Parks and recreation program usage characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing overall program usage in or outside of Yucca Valley.  The usage frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 9.
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	Awareness of Name Hi-Desert Nature Museum (Appendix Table 40)
	Among those Yucca Valley respondents who stated they had heard or recognize the name “Hi-Desert Museum” and have never visited the Museum, a probing question was included to solicit the reasons for not visiting the Museum.  This inquiry was asked in an unprompted form with all responses being volunteered by respondents and recorded verbatim.
	 Reported Visitation of Hi-Desert Nature Museum in Past Year (Appendix Table 41)


	Hi-Desert Museum visitation characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing frequency of visitation during the last year.  The museum visitation frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 18.
	Propensity to Use Proposed Cultural Facilities (Appendix Tables 43 to 45)

	AGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION (Appendix Table 7)
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age of the population.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate development of an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to age.  Figure 20 presents the age distribution of residents of those Yucca Valley households interviewed. 
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age and number of members of the household.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to the composition of the household.  Figure 21 presents the distribution of households polled based upon the number and age of the household members.
	 TENURE IN YUCCA VALLEY (Appendix Table 9)
	To amplify our understanding of recreating patterns in the Town, a question was posed to identify the length of residence of those residents polled.  In this way, we are able to evaluate recreating pattern differences that may be attributable to length of tenure in the community.  Figure 22 reveals the distribution of Yucca Valley households based upon the length of time they have been a resident in the community. 
	Employment in Yucca Valley (Appendix Tables 46 to 47)
	To amplify our understanding of the lifestyle dynamics of Yucca Valley, this survey asked a question to determine the share of employees in households polled who are employed in Yucca Valley vs. some other location.  Figure 23 presents the summary of responses to that inquiry.
	Householder Ethnicity (Appendix Tables 48 to 49)
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and ethnicity of the population.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the ethnicity of the respondent (or householder) for each of the households polled to provide an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to ethnicity.  Figure 24 presents the distribution of householders of those Yucca Valley households interviewed by the race or ethnic group they reported. 
	 Household Income (Appendix Table 50)

	We have documented in prior experience the relationship between parks and recreation usage and household income.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the annual household income of households polled to provide an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to household income.  Figure 25 presents the annual household income distribution of those Yucca Valley households interviewed.  The median income calculated from the survey stood at $41,000, up substantially from the $30,400 median figure reported seven years earlier in the 2000 Census.
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