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The Development Code Update Draft Guiding Principles were developed based upon review of the General Plan and Development 
Code, interviews with stakeholders, discussions with City Town Staff, and responses to the Community Survey, and a joint Town 
Council / Planning Commission workshop.  The Guiding Principles are intended to be a guide for the Development Code Update.  As 
the code is revised and updated, the project team will refer to the Guiding Principles to draft purpose intent and purpose intent 
statements for standards within the Code.   
 
The Guiding Principles are intended to be adopted by the Town Council on a conceptual basis, to provide direction for the 
Development Code Update team in preparing the new Development Code.  Modifications to the guiding principles by the Town 
Council are encouraged and recommended as the intent of this document is to reflect the direction of the Town Council.   
 
The Guiding Principles are further defined and expanded in the Issues and Objectives outline in the body of this document.The 
Guiding Principles should be representative of the ambitions of the Town. 
 
Development Code Update Guiding Principles 

1. Clear, specific standards with minimum of interpretation required. The Development Code shall be straightforward, clear and 
easy to use for decision-makers, Town staff, developers, property owners and residents, with specific standards and a minimum 
of interpretation required.   

 

Note: In order to minimize interpretation, emphasis will be placed on provision of specific standards, rather than policies with 
general criteria. Varying levels of review can also be provided for alternatives or exceptions to the criteria.   

 

2. Appropriate infrastructure.  The Development Code shall require appropriate infrastructure to be provided for new 
development, but shall provide allowances for infill development.  Infrastructure requirements shall be related to the density 
and intensity of the zoning designation, in a form similar to the San Bernardino County requirements.   
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Enabling the Note: As an example (see Attachment A1), the “new” San Bernardino County Code, Section 83.09.050, 
Infrastructure Improvement Standards.  Note that in the desert regions the County requires paved roads, but not curbs, gutters 
and sidewalks for new non-residential development and low-density residential tracts. 

 

3. Balance of uses with desert characterEconomic Hub. Development and design standards regulations shall provide for a balance 
of uses to meet the social and economic needs of the community and the Morongo basin, with higher intensity uses to address 
retail, commercial, employment, and housing opportunities concentrated along the Highway 62 corridor and surrounding area.  

3. with consideration for the desert character and existing lower-density residential areas. 

  

 Note: The Code can provide for more intense uses and standards for areas surrounding the Highway 62 corridor to address 
commercial, jobs, and housing issues with provision for less intense uses and standards for lower-density outlying areas. 

 

4. Reinforcing the Working definition of dDesert character – Implications for the Development Code Update.  People refer to the 
special character of the Town, which the existing General Plan describes as rural atmosphere and character, however, “desert 
character” may be a more appropriate term.  What defines the “special or desert character” that the Town would like to 
maintain, encourage, or require?  Consider the following and add, modify or delete as appropriate:For the lower density 
residential areas of the Town, desert character consists primarily of greater openness and less urban lifestyle.  Development 
standards shall provide greater setbacks for both primary and accessory structures, lower lot coverage, less infrastructure 
requirements, more animal uses, larger accessory structures, and a broader array of home occupations and businesses to be 
operated within residential areas.  Desert vegetation shall not be cleared until properties are to be developed and clearing only 
necessary land for structures and specific uses is encouraged.  Incorporation of native desert plants shall be encouraged through 
the development of landscape requirements for residential development and through the use of clustering to promote 
undisturbed native desert areas. 

4.  
a. Landscape materials - utilize Joshua Trees, Yuccas, and other specified desert and desert-appropriate plants in 

landscaping 
b. Dark night sky – reduce light pollution with fully-shielded lighting  
c. Blue skies/clean air  

o Include non-residential performance standards for good air quality and low particulate matter emissions  
o Provide for mixed-use development to allow residential with commercial to potentially reduce vehicular trips  
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o Include transportation demand management measures to reduce vehicular trips (such as reduced parking 
requirements for non-residential uses and parking for motorcycles and bicycles)  

o Limit clearing and grubbing of property unless related to a development project  
o Limit clearing or grading to area of property to be developed within reasonable period (six months or one 

year?) 
o Consider rural road standards that limit dust 

d. Openness – continue to provide for lower-density residential areas (2 ½ acre and larger lots) and maintain lower density 
residential zoning districts around the edges of the Town, except along the Highway 62 corridor area 

e. Undisturbed and/or re-vegetated or enhanced desert areas  
o Allow clustering in new development projects to preserve some undisturbed desert areas within developments 

especially in connection with boulder out-croppings and topographic features, drainage courses, fault hazard 
zones, and at project entries 

o Protect natural drainage courses 
o Protect large boulder out-croppings 
o Consider buffers of undisturbed desert areas between non-residential uses and low-density residential areas 
o Consider buffers of a minimum specified width (20 feet?) of undisturbed desert areas adjacent to the National 

Park, National Monuments, and regional open space corridors 
o Consider retaining some percentage of undisturbed desert area on lower-density residential lots (Size: 1 acre 

or 2½ acre and larger lots?  Percentage:  2 ½ or 5percent, or more?) 
 
 
 
 

f. Hillsides - alternatives for consideration: 
o Minimize disturbance of hillsides related to percentage of slope and area of slope 
o Provide grading regulations that require grading of hillsides to avoid the appearance of large flat hillsides, that 

provide rounded or “contoured” slopes that transition to natural slopes and utilize boulders to further modify 
large slopes 

o Should specified ridgelines be provided similar protections? 
g. Native Plants – alternatives for consideration (see Attachment A2 as an example of the treatments required by 

Scottsdale, Arizona for its “sensitive lands”): 
o Protect in place or transplant on site specified healthy, native plants on properties proposed for development 

(all properties, any property over a certain size [1 acre?], or only lower-density residential properties?) 
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o Provide for identification of specified healthy, native plants on properties proposed for development, permits 
for “taking”, and require provisions for potential adoption of native plants 

o Regulations for existing developed parcels – should the Town enforce what occurs on developed property (i.e.  
tree removal on residential lots)? 

o Should Native Plant “protection” simply be development of desert-appropriate landscape standards? 
o Should Town consider development of “incentives” to promote in-place or transplant on site efforts? 
o Allow commercial harvesting of native plants for re-sale on properties proposed for development 
o Beyond Joshua trees, what general categories of native plants besides those specified by the State 

requirements, should be considered (Mojave Desert plants?)? 
o No requirements for native plants beyond State requirements for specified native plants 
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The Issues and Objectives outlined in the following table further elaborate the Guiding Principles. 
 

1. Guiding Principle: Clear, specific standards with minimum of interpretation required. The Development Code shall be 
straightforward, clear and easy to use for decision-makers, Town staff, developers, property owners and residents, with specific 
standards and a minimum of interpretation required.   

 
Note: In order to minimize interpretation, emphasis will be placed on provision of specific standards, rather than policies with 
general criteria. Varying levels of review can also be provided for alternatives or exceptions to the criteria.   

 
Issue Objective 

A) Interpretations of code sections  Include specific, quantifiable  requirements and standards 

 Use language that is clear and concise 

 Avoid need for interpretations, or subjective criteria 

 Provide visual aids where feasible 

B) Enforceable code  “Shall” will be used instead of “encourage” or “should” 

 Provide specific standards and requirements to measure compliance against 

C) Ease of Use  Format and language shall be consistent throughout Development Code 

 Tables will be used as often as possible, with text accompanying to provide further detail 

if needed 

 Include specific references to relevant sections for common standards  

 Provide clear administration standards to streamline development review process 

 A detailed Table of Contents will be included 
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Issue Objective 

 Eliminate information applicable to County areas and not Town 

D) Smaller Code  Avoid repetition of standards 

 

 Consolidate standards and requirements of a particular type in one section, for example 

parking, landscaping, signs and grading 

E) Update for consistency with state 

law 

 Sections such as water management, transitional housing, landscaping or and emergency 

shelters will be updated to comply with state law 

 
 
 
 
2. Guiding Principle: Appropriate infrastructure.  The Development Code shall require appropriate infrastructure to be provided 

for new development, but shall provide allowances for infill development.  Infrastructure requirements shall be related to the 
density and intensity of the zoning designation in a form similar to the San Bernardino County requirements.   

 
 Note: As an example (see Attachment A1), the “new” San Bernardino County Code, Section 83.09.050, Infrastructure 

Improvement Standards.  Note that in the desert regions the County requires paved roads, but not curbs, gutters and sidewalks for 
new non-residential development and low-density residential tracts. 

 

Issue Objective 

A) Roadway improvements  Incorporate graduated improvement levels, related to density and intensity of development 

(see attached example from County of San Bernardino).  Specifics will be determined with 

the drafting of the Development Code, and subsequent Town Council review and approval 
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o Paved roads for new tracts (not including parcel maps), commercial and industrial 

development to reduce dust and maintain air quality 

o Roadway sections in residential areas related to density  

o Curb and gutter/drainage improvements related to need and density and intensity of 

development 

o Sidewalks along highways and arterial roads 

o Sidewalks in commercial areas 

o Sidewalks/paths/trails in residential areas related to density of development 

o Street lights related to density and traffic safety 

 Provide exceptions for infill development (where 75% or more of block already 

developed)  

 Driveway improvements related to roadway improvements 

B) Drainage impacts  Protect drainage courses 

 Preserve drainage courses in natural state to extent feasible 

 Require new tracts, commercial and industrial development to address impacts to storm 

drainage, both on- and off-site 

 All development provide for on-site detention of storm flows 

C) Infill development   Provide exceptions for infill development (where 75% or more of block already 

developed) 
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3. Guiding Principle:  Balance of uses with desert characterEnabling the Economic Hub. Development and design standards shall 
provide for a balance of uses to meet the social and economic needs of the community and the Morongo basin, with higher 
intensity uses to address retail, commercial, employment, and housing opportunities concentrated along the Highway 62 corridor 
and surrounding areaDevelopment regulations shall provide a balance of uses to meet the social and economic needs of the 
community with consideration for the desert character and existing lower-density residential areas. 

 
 Note: The Code can provide for more intense uses and standards for areas surrounding the Highway 62 corridor to address 

commercial, jobs, and housing issues with provision for less intense uses and standards for lower-density outlying areas. 
 

Issue Objective 

A) Development and design 

standards 

 Prepare design standards for subdivisions 

 Prepare industrial development and design standards 

 Provide design standards to encourage integrated development, rather than the ‘strip-mall’ look 

along Highway 62;  review Sign Code for enhancement opportunity(s)  

 Provide standards and requirements for Mixed Use developments 

 Identify overlay zones and standards to identify hazard areas in the Town (flood hazard zones, 

fault zones, airport safety zones)  

 Reduce required parking requirements in non-residential areas to better reflect actual need 

B) Poorly kept properties/ 

blighted areas 

 Provide specific standards for Code Enforcement to rely upon in enforcing the Development Code 

 Maintain consistent standards to extent feasible 

C) Character Quality of 

development and small 

town atmosphere 

 Reduce conflicts between land uses through buffers, especially between low-density residential 

and commercial and industrial uses 
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Issue Objective 

 Provide regulations for big-box commercial uses 

 Provide specific Rregulations regarding walls and fences 

D) Grading and dust control  Grading and clearing standards to minimize disturbance of the land prior to actual development 

 
 
4. Guiding Principle: Reinforcing the Desert characterWorking definition of desert character – Implications for the Development 

Code Update.  For the lower density residential areas of the Town, desert character consists primarily of greater openness and 
less urban lifestyle.  Development standards shall provide greater setbacks for both primary and accessory structures, lower lot 
coverage, less infrastructure requirements, more animal uses, larger accessory structures, and a broader array of home 
occupations and businesses to be operated within residential areas.  Desert vegetation shall not be cleared until properties are to 
be developed and clearing only necessary land for structures and specific uses is encouraged.  Incorporation of native desert 
plants shall be encouraged through the development of landscape requirements for residential development and through the use 
of clustering to promote undisturbed native desert areas.People refer to the special character of the Town, which the existing 
General Plan describes as rural atmosphere and character, however, “desert character” may be a more appropriate term.  What 
defines the “special or desert character” that the Town would like to maintain, encourage, or require?  Listed below are some 
potential objectives for implementation, dependent upon direction from the direction received. 

 

Issue Objective 

A) Native desert plant 

communitiesPromoting the 

Desert Character appearance 

 Develop landscape requirements for commercial, industrial, and tract residential 

development Use mandating use of native desert plants; in landscaping 

 Screen or use non-desert plants in areas not visible from roadwaysEncourage clustered 

development through the implementation of incentives to promote set aside of undisturbed 

native desert areas; 

 Establish an Open Space fee program in lieu of property dedication in areas slated 
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Issue Objective 

primarily for residential development 

 Repeal existing Native Plant Ordinance with the establishment of these programs 

 If desired. For lots one acre (or 2 ½ acres) or larger, preserve and protect either a 

percentage of lot area (or other specified area) of undisturbed desert land with a minimum 

dimension and connected to adjoining properties (e.g. consider the concept of providing a 

minimum of fifteen feet of undisturbed land along rear or side property line, or a 

percentage of lot area, such as in Scottsdale Environmentally Sensitive Lands Guide, 

Attachment A.2, as an example of the  concept for consideration, with amounts of targeted 

lands to be determined through the update process)  

B) Night Sky  Outdoor lighting should be oriented downward and away from adjacent properties or 

shielded so that light does not shine up into the sky or onto adjacent properties; 

 Use of motion sensors / time-of-day controls to reduce lighting impacts in retail areas; 

 Improve enforcement capabilities to improve compliance with existing regulations 

C) Hillside and ridgeline 

development 

 Grading on hillsides shall be minimized to extent feasible and contoured and blended to 

appear more like natural state, with structures stepped and to avoid large, visible, flat 

wallsslopes with sharp edges 

  

 If Desired. Ridgeline construction limited to fifty percent of lot dimension and minimize 

disruption of ridgeline 
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Issue Objective 

D) Low Density Residential 

Standards 

 Development standards shall provide greater setbacks for both primary and accessory 

structures,  

 Lower lot coverage, less infrastructure requirements,  

 Allow for more animal uses, larger accessory structures, and a broader array of home 

occupations and businesses to be operated within residential areas 

E) Water supply  Promote water conservation strategies to reduce consumption (e.g., development and 

landscaping standards) 

F) Grading and dust control  Grading and clearing standards to minimize disturbance of the land prior to development 
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The Development Code Update Draft Guiding Principles were developed based upon review of the General Plan and Development 
Code, interviews with stakeholders, discussions with Town Staff, responses to the Community Survey, and a joint Town Council / 
Planning Commission workshop.  The Guiding Principles are intended to be a guide for the Development Code Update.  As the code 
is revised and updated, the project team will refer to the Guiding Principles to draft purpose and intent statements for standards within 
the Code.   
 
The Guiding Principles are intended to be adopted by the Town Council on a conceptual basis, to provide direction for the 
Development Code Update team.  Modifications to the guiding principles by the Town Council are encouraged and recommended as 
the intent of this document is to reflect the direction of the Town Council.   
 
The Guiding Principles are further defined and expanded in the Issues and Objectives outline in the body of this document. 
 
Development Code Update Guiding Principles 

1. Clear, specific standards with minimum of interpretation required. The Development Code shall be straightforward, clear and 
easy to use for decision-makers, Town staff, developers, property owners and residents, with specific standards and a minimum 
of interpretation required.   

2. Appropriate infrastructure.  The Development Code shall require appropriate infrastructure to be provided for new 
development, but shall provide allowances for infill development.  Infrastructure requirements shall be related to the density 
and intensity of the zoning designation, in a form similar to the San Bernardino County requirements.   

3. Enabling the Economic Hub. Development and design standards shall provide for a balance of uses to meet the social and 
economic needs of the community and the Morongo basin, with higher intensity uses to address retail, commercial, 
employment, and housing opportunities concentrated along the Highway 62 corridor and surrounding area.  

4. Reinforcing the Desert character.  For the lower density residential areas of the Town, desert character consists primarily of 
greater openness and less urban lifestyle.  Development standards shall provide greater setbacks for both primary and 
accessory structures, lower lot coverage, less infrastructure requirements, more animal uses, larger accessory structures, and a 
broader array of home occupations and businesses to be operated within residential areas.  Desert vegetation shall not be 
cleared until properties are to be developed and clearing only necessary land for structures and specific uses is encouraged.  
Incorporation of native desert plants shall be encouraged through the development of landscape requirements for residential 
development and through the use of clustering to promote undisturbed native desert areas. 
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The Issues and Objectives outlined in the following table further elaborate the Guiding Principles. 
 
1. Guiding Principle: Clear, specific standards with minimum of interpretation required. The Development Code shall be 

straightforward, clear and easy to use for decision-makers, Town staff, developers, property owners and residents, with specific 
standards and a minimum of interpretation required.   

 
 

Issue Objective 

A) Interpretations of code sections  Include specific, quantifiable requirements and standards 

 Use language that is clear and concise 

 Avoid need for interpretations, or subjective criteria 

 Provide visual aids where feasible 

B) Enforceable code  “Shall” will be used instead of “encourage” or “should” 

 Provide specific standards and requirements to measure compliance against 

C) Ease of Use  Format and language shall be consistent throughout Development Code 

 Tables will be used as often as possible, with text accompanying to provide further detail  

 Include specific references to relevant sections for common standards  

 Provide clear administration standards to streamline development review process 

 A detailed Table of Contents will be included 

 Eliminate information applicable to County areas and not Town 

D) Smaller Code  Avoid repetition of standards 
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Issue Objective 

 Consolidate standards and requirements of a particular type in one section, for example 

parking, landscaping, signs and grading 

E) Update for consistency with state 

law 

 Sections such as water management, transitional housing, and emergency shelters will be 

updated to comply with state law 

 
 
2. Guiding Principle: Appropriate infrastructure.  The Development Code shall require appropriate infrastructure to be provided 

for new development, but shall provide allowances for infill development.  Infrastructure requirements shall be related to the 
density and intensity of the zoning designation in a form similar to the San Bernardino County requirements.   

 

Issue Objective 

A) Roadway improvements  Incorporate graduated improvement levels, related to density and intensity of development 

(see attached example from County of San Bernardino).  Specifics will be determined with 

the drafting of the Development Code, and subsequent Town Council review and approval 

o Paved roads for new tracts (not including parcel maps), commercial and industrial 

development to reduce dust and maintain air quality 

o Roadway sections in residential areas related to density  

o Curb and gutter/drainage improvements related to need and density and intensity of 

development 

o Sidewalks along highways and arterial roads 
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o Sidewalks in commercial areas 

o Sidewalks/paths/trails in residential areas related to density of development 

o Street lights related to density and traffic safety 

 Provide exceptions for infill development (where 75% or more of block already 

developed)  

 Driveway improvements related to roadway improvements 

B) Drainage impacts  Protect drainage courses 

 Preserve drainage courses in natural state to extent feasible 

 Require new tracts, commercial and industrial development to address impacts to storm 

drainage, both on- and off-site 

 All development provide for on-site detention of storm flows 

C) Infill development   Provide exceptions for infill development (where 75% or more of block already 

developed) 
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3. Guiding Principle:  Enabling the Economic Hub. Development and design standards shall provide for a balance of uses to meet 
the social and economic needs of the community and the Morongo basin, with higher intensity uses to address retail, commercial, 
employment, and housing opportunities concentrated along the Highway 62 corridor and surrounding area 

 

Issue Objective 

A) Development and design 

standards 

 Prepare design standards for subdivisions 

 Prepare industrial development and design standards 

 Provide design standards to encourage integrated development, rather than the ‘strip-mall’ look 

along Highway 62;  review Sign Code for enhancement opportunity(s)  

 Provide standards and requirements for Mixed Use developments 

 Identify overlay zones and standards to identify hazard areas in the Town (flood hazard zones, 

fault zones, airport safety zones)  

 Reduce required parking requirements in non-residential areas to better reflect actual need 

B) Poorly kept properties/ 

blighted areas 

 Provide specific standards for Code Enforcement to rely upon in enforcing the Development Code 

 Maintain consistent standards to extent feasible 

C) Quality of development 

and small town 

atmosphere 

 Reduce conflicts between land uses through buffers, especially between low-density residential 

and commercial and industrial uses 

 Provide regulations for big-box commercial uses 

 Provide specific regulations regarding walls and fences 
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4. Guiding Principle: Reinforcing the Desert character.  For the lower density residential areas of the Town, desert character 
consists primarily of greater openness and less urban lifestyle.  Development standards shall provide greater setbacks for both 
primary and accessory structures, lower lot coverage, less infrastructure requirements, more animal uses, larger accessory 
structures, and a broader array of home occupations and businesses to be operated within residential areas.  Desert vegetation 
shall not be cleared until properties are to be developed and clearing only necessary land for structures and specific uses is 
encouraged.  Incorporation of native desert plants shall be encouraged through the development of landscape requirements for 
residential development and through the use of clustering to promote undisturbed native desert areas. 

 

Issue Objective 

A) Promoting the Desert Character 

appearance 

 Develop landscape requirements for commercial, industrial, and tract residential 

development mandating use of native desert plants; 

 Encourage clustered development through the implementation of incentives to promote set 

aside of undisturbed native desert areas; 

 Establish an Open Space fee program in lieu of property dedication in areas slated 

primarily for residential development 

 Repeal existing Native Plant Ordinance with the establishment of these programs 

B) Night Sky  Outdoor lighting should be oriented downward and away from adjacent properties or 

shielded so that light does not shine up into the sky or onto adjacent properties; 

 Use of motion sensors / time-of-day controls to reduce lighting impacts in retail areas; 

 Improve enforcement capabilities to improve compliance with existing regulations 

C) Hillside and ridgeline 

development 

 Grading on hillsides shall be contoured and blended to appear more like natural state and 

to avoid large, flat slopes with sharp edges 
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Issue Objective 

D) Low Density Residential 

Standards 

 Development standards shall provide greater setbacks for both primary and accessory 

structures,  

 Lower lot coverage, less infrastructure requirements,  

 Allow for more animal uses, larger accessory structures, and a broader array of home 

occupations and businesses to be operated within residential areas 

E) Water supply  Promote water conservation strategies to reduce consumption (e.g., development and 

landscaping standards) 

F) Grading and dust control  Grading and clearing standards to minimize disturbance of the land prior to development 
 
 



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

George Huntington Dawn Rowe Isaac Hagerman Merl Abel Bob Lombardo

Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Neutral Agree Agree Agree Agree

Agree Neutral Neutral Strongly Agree Agree

Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree ‐

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Neutral Agree Strongly Agree Neutral Agree

Utility Undergrounding; 
Hillside Protection 

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Sign Code 

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Sign Code 

Alternative Energy 
regulations (windmills); 
Sign Code 

Sign Code; Native Plant 
Ordinance 

Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree

Neutral Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree Disagree

Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree Disagree

Agree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Agree Disagree

Neutral Strongly Agree Agree Disagree Agree

Agree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree Disagree

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

10) “High Intensity” / “Mixed Use” Projects (i.e. proposed Senior project, 
Old Town Specific Plan) can be acceptable if properly presented to the 
community 

Turning Results by Participant (Response Detail)

Session Name: Joint_Meeting_082311_Dev_Code
Created: 8/24/2011 11:26 AM

Questions

1) I am here today as …

2) Our Town is the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin

9) Which of the Town’s regulations need the most attention of staff / 
consultant? (pick 2)

11) Our development code fails to protect the desert character that 
brought us here

12) Hillside development has ruined the desert character of the Town

13) A Hillside Grading Ordinance is required to prevent development as 
shown
14) There are so few developable ridgelines left that a hillside ordinance is 
not required…

3) Our Town should be the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin

4) Our neighborhoods provide a desirable desert character

5) Our neighborhoods should provide a desirable desert character

6) Our community provides a good  jobs / housing balance

7) Our community should provide a good jobs / housing balance

8) Our development code imposes too many regulations on private 
property development

15) The Town’s Native Plant Ordinance meets my expectations…

16) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be …



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

George Huntington Dawn Rowe Isaac Hagerman Merl Abel Bob LombardoQuestions

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

‐
Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Strongly Agree Agree Agree Agree Agree

Sewer Infrastructure; Flood 
Control Improvements; 
Native Plant Protection 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements; Park 
Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements; Park 
Improvements 

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Disagree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Agree Disagree Disagree Neutral Neutral

Disagree Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree

Over 10 years 3‐5 years
Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

3‐5 years

Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Disagree Agree Neutral Disagree Agree

Agree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Agree Agree

Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree Strongly Disagree

Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember Town Councilmember

NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN%
0 0 0 0 0

18) The Development Code should promote Clustered Development as an 
alternative to the Native Plant ordinance

19) As a property owner / developer, the Town faced a $6,000+ cost.  
Prioritize where those dollars should have been spent if given the choice. 
(pick top 3)

24) Every business should be entitled to signage, regardless of the size of 
their lot or the square footage of their business

26) The Development Code should implement graduated infrastructure 
requirements similar to the County matrix…

28) Retail lighting should be controlled to automatically reduce to security 
lighting only when past the operating hours

21) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it … (repolling)

22) The Town’s Sign Code is Too Restrictive and serves as a barrier to new 
businesses coming to YV
23) The Sign Code needs to be enforced to eliminate the “sign pollution” 
along the state highways.

25) Non‐conforming signs should be amortized over what amount of time?

17) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it …

20) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be … (repolling)

27) The Town’s Night Sky Ordinance is adequate to protecting our “Starry 
Night” experience

29) Retail operating hours should be restricted to limit the impacts on our 
“Night Skies”

30) I am here today as …

Correct %
Total Points



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Jeff Drozd Mike Alberg Michael Hildebrand Vickie Bridenstine Tim Humphreville

Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Neutral Agree Neutral Strongly Agree Agree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Neutral

Disagree Disagree Neutral Disagree Disagree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Neutral Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Sign Code 

Utility Undergrounding; 
Hillside Protection 

Adult Businesses; Utility 
Undergrounding 

Sign Code; Alternative 
Energy regulations 
(windmills) 

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Sign Code 

Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree

Agree Neutral Neutral Disagree Disagree

Neutral Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree

Neutral Disagree Strongly Agree Disagree Disagree

Neutral Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Neutral Strongly Disagree

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

15) The Town’s Native Plant Ordinance meets my expectations…

16) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be …

9) Which of the Town’s regulations need the most attention of staff / 
consultant? (pick 2)

10) “High Intensity” / “Mixed Use” Projects (i.e. proposed Senior project, 
Old Town Specific Plan) can be acceptable if properly presented to the 
community 
11) Our development code fails to protect the desert character that 
brought us here

12) Hillside development has ruined the desert character of the Town

13) A Hillside Grading Ordinance is required to prevent development as 
shown
14) There are so few developable ridgelines left that a hillside ordinance is 
not required…

3) Our Town should be the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin

4) Our neighborhoods provide a desirable desert character

5) Our neighborhoods should provide a desirable desert character

6) Our community provides a good  jobs / housing balance

7) Our community should provide a good jobs / housing balance

8) Our development code imposes too many regulations on private 
property development

Turning Results by Participant (Response Detail)

Session Name: Joint_Meeting_082311_Dev_Code
Created: 8/24/2011 11:26 AM

Questions

1) I am here today as …

2) Our Town is the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Jeff Drozd Mike Alberg Michael Hildebrand Vickie Bridenstine Tim HumphrevilleQuestions

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

‐

Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Sewer Infrastructure; 
Native Plant Protection; 
Road Improvements 

Park Improvements; Sewer 
Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements 

Flood Control 
Improvements

Road Improvements; 
Sewer Infrastructure 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements; Flood 
Control Improvements 

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Repealed (allowing state 
law to govern)

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree

Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree Disagree Disagree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

3‐5 years
Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

3‐5 years

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Disagree Agree Agree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Disagree Agree Agree

Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree

Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner Planning Commissioner

NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN%
0 0 0 0 0

27) The Town’s Night Sky Ordinance is adequate to protecting our “Starry 
Night” experience
28) Retail lighting should be controlled to automatically reduce to security 
lighting only when past the operating hours
29) Retail operating hours should be restricted to limit the impacts on our 
“Night Skies”

30) I am here today as …

Correct %
Total Points

21) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it … (repolling)

22) The Town’s Sign Code is Too Restrictive and serves as a barrier to new 
businesses coming to YV
23) The Sign Code needs to be enforced to eliminate the “sign pollution” 
along the state highways.
24) Every business should be entitled to signage, regardless of the size of 
their lot or the square footage of their business

25) Non‐conforming signs should be amortized over what amount of time?

26) The Development Code should implement graduated infrastructure 
requirements similar to the County matrix…

17) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it …

18) The Development Code should promote Clustered Development as an 
alternative to the Native Plant ordinance

19) As a property owner / developer, the Town faced a $6,000+ cost.  
Prioritize where those dollars should have been spent if given the choice. 
(pick top 3)

20) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be … (repolling)



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Participant 2 (622E9) Participant 5 (62344) Participant 6 (6231B) Participant 15 (6231C) Participant 17 (62301)

Town Resident Town Resident Town Resident Town Resident Town Resident

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree ‐ Neutral

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree

‐ Agree Disagree Disagree Disagree

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly Agree Agree Agree

Strongly Agree Disagree Agree Agree Disagree

Hillside Protection; Night 
Sky Ordinance 

Alternative Energy 
regulations (windmills); 
Sign Code 

Sign Code; Adult 
Businesses 

Utility Undergrounding; 
Sign Code 

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Night Sky Ordinance 

Agree Neutral Agree Agree Agree

Disagree Disagree Agree Disagree Neutral

‐ Disagree Agree Disagree Disagree

‐ Disagree Strongly Agree ‐ ‐

Strongly Agree Disagree Disagree Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree

Agree Strongly Agree ‐ Strongly Agree Strongly Disagree

Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

Left As Is
Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

‐
Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

15) The Town’s Native Plant Ordinance meets my expectations…

16) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be …

9) Which of the Town’s regulations need the most attention of staff / 
consultant? (pick 2)

10) “High Intensity” / “Mixed Use” Projects (i.e. proposed Senior project, 
Old Town Specific Plan) can be acceptable if properly presented to the 
community 
11) Our development code fails to protect the desert character that 
brought us here

12) Hillside development has ruined the desert character of the Town

13) A Hillside Grading Ordinance is required to prevent development as 
shown
14) There are so few developable ridgelines left that a hillside ordinance is 
not required…

3) Our Town should be the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin

4) Our neighborhoods provide a desirable desert character

5) Our neighborhoods should provide a desirable desert character

6) Our community provides a good  jobs / housing balance

7) Our community should provide a good jobs / housing balance

8) Our development code imposes too many regulations on private 
property development

Turning Results by Participant (Response Detail)

Session Name: Joint_Meeting_082311_Dev_Code
Created: 8/24/2011 11:26 AM

Questions

1) I am here today as …

2) Our Town is the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Participant 2 (622E9) Participant 5 (62344) Participant 6 (6231B) Participant 15 (6231C) Participant 17 (62301)Questions

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Agree Agree Agree Disagree Agree

Flood Control 
Improvements; Sewer 
Infrastructure 

Native Plant Protection; 
Sewer Infrastructure 

Flood Control 
Improvements; Sewer 
Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements; Flood 
Control Improvements 

Native Plant Protection; 
Road Improvements; Park 
Improvements 

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Left As Is
Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Strongly Agree Neutral Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Neutral

Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree

Strongly Agree Disagree Strongly Disagree Agree Agree

Businesses should not be 
required to remove non‐
conforming signs

5‐7 year 3‐5 years 3‐5 years 3‐5 years

Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree ‐

Agree Agree Agree Agree Strongly Disagree

Strongly Agree Agree Agree Strongly Agree Agree

Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly Disagree Strongly Agree Disagree

Town Resident Town Resident ‐ Town Resident Town Resident

NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN%
0 0 0 0 0

27) The Town’s Night Sky Ordinance is adequate to protecting our “Starry 
Night” experience
28) Retail lighting should be controlled to automatically reduce to security 
lighting only when past the operating hours
29) Retail operating hours should be restricted to limit the impacts on our 
“Night Skies”

30) I am here today as …

Correct %
Total Points

21) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it … (repolling)

22) The Town’s Sign Code is Too Restrictive and serves as a barrier to new 
businesses coming to YV
23) The Sign Code needs to be enforced to eliminate the “sign pollution” 
along the state highways.
24) Every business should be entitled to signage, regardless of the size of 
their lot or the square footage of their business

25) Non‐conforming signs should be amortized over what amount of time?

26) The Development Code should implement graduated infrastructure 
requirements similar to the County matrix…

17) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it …

18) The Development Code should promote Clustered Development as an 
alternative to the Native Plant ordinance

19) As a property owner / developer, the Town faced a $6,000+ cost.  
Prioritize where those dollars should have been spent if given the choice. 
(pick top 3)

20) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be … (repolling)



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Participant 7 (62321) Participant 10 (62316) Participant 18 (623F5) Participant 19 (590D1) Participant 20 (6239C)
Other interested party 
(non‐resident, media, …)

Other interested party 
(non‐resident, media, …)

Non‐Resident Business 
Owner

Non‐Resident Business 
Owner

‐

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree ‐

Strongly Agree Neutral Agree Neutral ‐

Agree Agree Disagree Disagree ‐

Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Strongly Agree Agree ‐

Disagree Neutral Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree ‐

Strongly Agree Neutral Agree Strongly Agree ‐

Strongly Disagree Neutral Disagree ‐ ‐

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Night Sky Ordinance 

Native Plant Ordinance; 
Alternative Energy 
regulations (windmills) 

Night Sky Ordinance; Utility 
Undergrounding 

‐ ‐

Agree Strongly Agree Agree ‐ ‐

Strongly Agree Agree ‐ ‐ Neutral

Neutral Neutral Agree ‐ Disagree

Neutral Strongly Agree Agree ‐ Agree

Strongly Disagree Strongly Disagree Disagree ‐ Disagree

Strongly Disagree Disagree ‐ ‐ Disagree

Strengthened 
(enforcement added)

Strengthened 
(enforcement added)

Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

‐
Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

15) The Town’s Native Plant Ordinance meets my expectations…

16) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be …

9) Which of the Town’s regulations need the most attention of staff / 
consultant? (pick 2)

10) “High Intensity” / “Mixed Use” Projects (i.e. proposed Senior project, 
Old Town Specific Plan) can be acceptable if properly presented to the 
community 
11) Our development code fails to protect the desert character that 
brought us here

12) Hillside development has ruined the desert character of the Town

13) A Hillside Grading Ordinance is required to prevent development as 
shown
14) There are so few developable ridgelines left that a hillside ordinance is 
not required…

3) Our Town should be the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin

4) Our neighborhoods provide a desirable desert character

5) Our neighborhoods should provide a desirable desert character

6) Our community provides a good  jobs / housing balance

7) Our community should provide a good jobs / housing balance

8) Our development code imposes too many regulations on private 
property development

Turning Results by Participant (Response Detail)

Session Name: Joint_Meeting_082311_Dev_Code
Created: 8/24/2011 11:26 AM

Questions

1) I am here today as …

2) Our Town is the Economic Hub of the Morongo Basin



Strongly Agree Response
Agree Response
Neutral Response
Disagree Response
Strongly Disagree Response
No Response

Participant 7 (62321) Participant 10 (62316) Participant 18 (623F5) Participant 19 (590D1) Participant 20 (6239C)Questions

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

‐

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Disagree Neutral Disagree ‐ Agree

Native Plant Protection; 
Road Improvements; Park 
Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure; Road 
Improvements; Flood 
Control Improvements 

Sewer Infrastructure ‐
Road Improvements; Park 
Improvements; Flood 
Control Improvements 

Strengthened 
(enforcement added)

Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Tweaked here and there to 
address minor issues

‐
Revised to Address “desert 
character” neighborhoods 
only

Mandated protection in 
place ‐‐ % of lot 
undisturbed

Required Adherence to 
desert character landscape 
pallet

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

‐

Provided Density credits or 
other incentives for 
“voluntary” 
implementation

Strongly Disagree Disagree ‐ ‐ ‐

Strongly Agree Agree ‐ ‐ ‐

Strongly Disagree Disagree ‐ ‐ ‐

Over 10 years 3‐5 years ‐ ‐ ‐

Agree Agree ‐ ‐ ‐

Disagree Strongly Disagree ‐ ‐ ‐

Strongly Agree Agree ‐ ‐ ‐

Disagree Strongly Disagree ‐ ‐ ‐

Other interested party 
(non‐resident, media, …)

Other interested party 
(non‐resident, media, …)

‐ ‐ ‐

NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN% NaN%
0 0 0 0 0

27) The Town’s Night Sky Ordinance is adequate to protecting our “Starry 
Night” experience
28) Retail lighting should be controlled to automatically reduce to security 
lighting only when past the operating hours
29) Retail operating hours should be restricted to limit the impacts on our 
“Night Skies”

30) I am here today as …

Correct %
Total Points

21) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it … (repolling)

22) The Town’s Sign Code is Too Restrictive and serves as a barrier to new 
businesses coming to YV
23) The Sign Code needs to be enforced to eliminate the “sign pollution” 
along the state highways.
24) Every business should be entitled to signage, regardless of the size of 
their lot or the square footage of their business

25) Non‐conforming signs should be amortized over what amount of time?

26) The Development Code should implement graduated infrastructure 
requirements similar to the County matrix…

17) The Native Plant Ordinance would be improved if it …

18) The Development Code should promote Clustered Development as an 
alternative to the Native Plant ordinance

19) As a property owner / developer, the Town faced a $6,000+ cost.  
Prioritize where those dollars should have been spent if given the choice. 
(pick top 3)

20) The Native Plant Ordinance needs to be … (repolling)


