TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
JANUARY 24, 2012

Chair Humphreville called the regular meeting of the Yucca Valley Planning Commission to order
at 6:00 p.m.

Commissioners Present: Alberg, Bridenstine, Drozd, Hildebrand, and Chair
Humphreville.

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chair Humphreville
APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Commissioner Alberg moved to approve the agenda. Commissioner Bridenstine seconded.
Motion carried 5-0 on a voice vote.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None
PUBLIC HEARING

1. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT, CUP 06-11 AND ENVIRONMENTAL
ASSESSMENT, EA 04-11, SOUTH SIDE COMMUNITY PARK

A proposal to develop Phase 1A of a multi-phase, multi-purpose neighborhood/
community park. Phase 1A will consist of an approx. 1.5 acre dog park, 2
acres of playground, turf and hardscape improvements, approximately 19,000
square feet of parking. Phase 1A will also include additive alternatives (optional
items) for an approximately 180 square foot restroom building and an
approximately 1,400 square foot shade structure. Phase 1A is located on
approximately 5 acres.

Chair Humphreville opened the public hearing

Associate Planner Kirschmann gave the staff report contained in the Agenda
Packet and retained in the project files. A PowerPoint presentation was
displayed during the discussion of the project. The proposed park is consistent
with the Goal 1 and 2 of the Parks, Recreation and Trails element of the General
Plan, the Development Code, and the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The
base bid includes site preparation and grading, concrete work, utilities,
irrigation, fencing, parking turf, etc. Additive alternatives include 180 square
foot restroom building, 1,400 square foot shade structure and parking lot
lighting. Environmental special studies included greenhouse gas and air quality
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analysis; native plant inventory; general biological assessment that included a
focused desert tortoise survey and a habitat assessment for the western
burrowing owl; traffic study letter; soils report; percolation report; and
geotechnical report. The native plant inventory was prepared in compliance
with Ordinance 140. It was noted that many of the plants on the site were
significantly damaged due to fire. As proposed the wash is left as natural open
space.

Currently residents utilize the sports fields at both Machris and the Community
Center to exercise pets, however, upon completion of Phase 1A, dogs will not
be allowed on the athletic fields.

Commissioner Drozd advised he is for the project, it is a great idea, and in a
great location. He noted he did some research and found that, for large dogs, 6
foot fence is suggested rather than a 5 foot fence, and greater separation is also
recommended between the larger dogs and smaller dogs so that they do not just
run up and down the fence barking at each other.

Commissioner Bridenstine questioned if the grading plan been developed, if the
dog park portion is sloped, and how the differences in elevation are being
handled. Deputy Town Manager Stueckle advised the grading plan has been
under preparation as the design has moved forward, and noted that from the
playground area to the northwest there is about a 10 foot fall over a distance of
approximately 200 feet. Commissioner Bridenstine questioned if Warren Vista
is being widened on the west side from the park site to Joshua Lane as part of
this phase. Deputy Town Manager Stueckle advised that widening, curb, gutter
and sidewalks are all part of the phase.

Commissioner Hildebrand questioned if there is an engineer’s estimate. Deputy
Town Manager Stueckle advised it is approximately $1,200,000.

Commissioner Alberg questioned how much of that estimate is not on the park.
Deputy Town Manager Stueckle advised about $300,000 is outside the park for
the street, curb, gutter and sidewalk.

Bill Parisia, Yucca Valley, representing Larry Morley who owns property in the
area, questioned how far north curb and gutter will extend on Warren Vista.

Deputy Town Manager Stueckle advised that curb, gutter, and sidewalk
improvements are only extending from park site to the south toward Joshua
Lane.
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There being no one else wishing to speak Chair Humphreville closed the Public
Hearing.

Commissioner Bridenstine questioned if the sidewalks are all ADA compliant.
Deputy Town Manager Stueckle advised that they are.

Commissioner Alberg moved to approve the Mitigated Negative Declaration for
Environmental Assessment, EA 04-11 for the project site, approve Conditional
Use Permit, CUP 06-11, for Phase 1A, based on the findings contained within
the staff report and the recommended Conditions of Approval, and request that
the Town Council actively request a waiver of any fees and assessments from
the Hi Desert Water District for this public project. Commissioner Hildebrand
seconded. Motion carried 5-0 on a voice vote.

CONSENT AGENDA

2. MINUTES

A request that the Planning Commission approve as submitted the minutes of the
Special meeting held on December 13, 2011

Commissioner Alberg moved to approve the minutes as presented.
Commissioner Bridenstine seconded. Motion carried 5-0 on a voice vote.

STAFF REPORTS AND COMMENTS

Deputy Town Manager Stueckle reported the Super Wal-Mart project is getting close to
wrapping up the plan check process for grading, off-site improvements, and traffic
signals, and they hope to have all their plans approved in month of February. With
reference to the Dollar General, Caltrans District 8 has recently required construction
of raised median island on SR 62 in that area, and staff is assisting with facilitating
information on that project. The Town Council will be holding their Strategic Planning
Session on January 27, 2012 from 8:30-2:30

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:

Associate Planner Kirschmann announced the General Plan Annual Report is tentatively
scheduled for February 14",

COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND REQUESTS
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Vice Chairman Alberg questioned if Brehm Park is moving forward. Deputy Town
Manager Stueckle advised that the Commission approved the Conditional Use Permit
some time ago, and they have been in the plan check process for street and grading
improvements. There are some components that they may be proceeding with, but we
are still waiting on the State’s announcement of the Prop 84 awards sometime In the
Spring. Town staff and Brehm representatives are continuing to keep the dialogue
open.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The next regular meeting of the Yucca Valley Planning Commission is Tuesday, February
14, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. in the Yucca Valley Community Center.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:24 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

¢ Town Clerk



