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1.0 – INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Scope and Purpose 

In Spring 2007, the Town of Yucca Valley entered into an 
agreement with Moore, Iacofano, Goltsman Inc. (MIG) to 
initiate a study that would assess the community’s parks, 
recreation and cultural needs and update the previous Parks 
and Recreation Master Plan.  

This document will address the following subjects: 

 Describe current and future demographic projections and 
regional context;  

 Examine the current conditions of parks and facilities; 

 Study and analyze current public demand and needs for 
parks, recreation and cultural facilities and programs; 

 Develop goals based on future needs expressed by the 
staff and the community; 

 Recommend improvements of existing parks and 
facilities; 

 Examine and analyze current policy documents; 

 Propose future recreation, parks and cultural facilities 
locations and developments; 

 Describe financing strategies and funding actions to 
enable the Town to reach goals set by this document. 

1.2 Planning Process 

This Plan was developed by a collaboration of the MIG team 
with active involvement of staff from the Yucca Valley 
Community Services department, Parks and Recreation staff, 
Public Works, elected and appointed officials, and 
community participation. 

Information used in this document was gathered from several 
resources including federal, state, county and town 
documents and materials supplied by Yucca Valley staff, the 
Internet and through primary research conducted by the MIG 
team. The MIG team with the assistance of town staff also 
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made several site visits in and around the Town of Yucca 
Valley. 

In addition, community input was solicited through public 
workshops, in-person interviews, a telephone survey, 
community task force meetings and feedback from a local 
radio call in program “Up Close” broadcast on Z107.7 FM. 

1.3 Public Involvement 

In order to gain feedback from the community, several 
forums were employed to engage the public in the process. 

Three community workshops were held at which participants 
were asked to give their opinions on needed facilities, 
programs or services.  

A telephone survey was conducted among the residents of 
Yucca Valley, the results of which are reported in Chapter 6.  

In person and telephone interviews with key stakeholders 
were conducted in order to understand the direction 
community leaders feel the Town is or should be headed in 
the future.  

Questionnaires were circulated to community service groups 
for their insight into their particular views about the Town’s 
future needs. 

Several community task forces were formed to provide 
information about the needs of special interest groups 
including the business community, equestrians, youth and 
adult sports organizations, dog park proponents, and 
environmental groups, to name a few. 

The variety of tools used to gain information for this 
document enabled the team to get a balanced and wide range 
of outlooks and opinions on which to base its 
recommendations for the future direction of Yucca Valley. 

Meeting reports and workshop results can be found in 
Appendix C. 

1.4 Report Organization 

This Master Plan is designed to lead the reader through the 
process the team used to make its findings.  
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The first chapter sets the stage for the path the team took in 
assembling information contained within these pages. 
Chapter Two gives an overview of the Town location, 
demographics, context and profile which forms the basis for 
the future growth of the Town. 

Chapters Three, Four and Five report on the current 
conditions of existing recreation and cultural facilities, parks 
and programs, which gives the Town a measurement of 
where to begin to meet the needs of its residents. 

Chapter Six summarizes and highlights key information 
gained from the several public input tools employed by the 
team to determine the needs of the community. 

In Chapter Seven, the Plan examines and evaluates the state 
of the Town’s current land dedication and fee ordinances for 
potential changes and improvements. 

Chapters Eight and Nine provide a practical roadmap for the 
Town by making recommendations for future development, 
proposing policies and goals, and recommending 
implementation strategies to make those goals a reality. 

Following the body of the document are the Appendices 
which contains materials referenced throughout the Master 
Plan, including a glossary of terms, original forms and 
questionnaires submitted to individuals and groups, unedited 
input from the various workshops, presentation materials, 
telephone survey results, plus more. 

The complete telephone survey results will be presented as a 
separate document due to its size. 
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	Frequency of Recreation Facility Usage (Appendix Table 14)
	Parks and recreation facility usage characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing overall facility usage in or outside of Yucca Valley.  The usage frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 5.
	Frequency of Joshua Tree National Park Usage (Appendix Table 15)
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	The resident telephone survey solicited household members’ behavior in performing an array of twelve recreation activities during the last year.  Each respondent was queried regarding the number of members of their household who had conducted each activity during the past year.  
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	Among those Yucca Valley respondents who stated they had heard or recognize the name “Hi-Desert Museum” and have never visited the Museum, a probing question was included to solicit the reasons for not visiting the Museum.  This inquiry was asked in an unprompted form with all responses being volunteered by respondents and recorded verbatim.
	 Reported Visitation of Hi-Desert Nature Museum in Past Year (Appendix Table 41)


	Hi-Desert Museum visitation characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing frequency of visitation during the last year.  The museum visitation frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 18.
	Propensity to Use Proposed Cultural Facilities (Appendix Tables 43 to 45)

	AGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION (Appendix Table 7)
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age of the population.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate development of an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to age.  Figure 20 presents the age distribution of residents of those Yucca Valley households interviewed. 
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age and number of members of the household.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to the composition of the household.  Figure 21 presents the distribution of households polled based upon the number and age of the household members.
	 TENURE IN YUCCA VALLEY (Appendix Table 9)
	To amplify our understanding of recreating patterns in the Town, a question was posed to identify the length of residence of those residents polled.  In this way, we are able to evaluate recreating pattern differences that may be attributable to length of tenure in the community.  Figure 22 reveals the distribution of Yucca Valley households based upon the length of time they have been a resident in the community. 
	Employment in Yucca Valley (Appendix Tables 46 to 47)
	To amplify our understanding of the lifestyle dynamics of Yucca Valley, this survey asked a question to determine the share of employees in households polled who are employed in Yucca Valley vs. some other location.  Figure 23 presents the summary of responses to that inquiry.
	Householder Ethnicity (Appendix Tables 48 to 49)
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	 Household Income (Appendix Table 50)

	We have documented in prior experience the relationship between parks and recreation usage and household income.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the annual household income of households polled to provide an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to household income.  Figure 25 presents the annual household income distribution of those Yucca Valley households interviewed.  The median income calculated from the survey stood at $41,000, up substantially from the $30,400 median figure reported seven years earlier in the 2000 Census.
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