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Town of Yucca Valley Parks & 
Recreation Master Plan

Community Workshop Two

June 26, 2007

• Identify existing and future needs for recreation facilities.

• Identify existing and future needs for services and 
programs.

• Address issues related to the acquisition of park land.

• Establish appropriate maintenance standards and 
programs for existing and recommended facilities.

• Establish a financial strategy including an Asset 
Management Plan and Funding/Financing Alternatives

Master Plan Objectives - Review
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Key Issues

Key Issues - Town of Yucca Valley

• Rapid Area Growth

• Changing Demographics

• Need for Future Park Sites

• Biological, Topographic and Ecological 
Sensitivities

• Sustainability

• Funding/Financial Strategy Development

• Successful Implementation
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Key Issue - Keys to a Successful Plan

• Participatory Process – Public Involvement 

• Practical

• Specific to the Town of Yucca Valley

• Involvement of Town Staff, Commissions and 
Town Council

• Keeping the Agency and Community 
informed and involved

How do 
we get 
there?

Where 
are 

we now?

Where do 
we want 

to be?

Approach  - Planning Process

• Community Analysis
• Park Inventory & 

Analysis
• Park Operations 
• Review

• Community Survey
• Needs Assessment
• Goals & Objectives

• Recommendations & 
Policies

• Implementation 
Strategy

• Action Plan
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Approach  - Assessing Need

Progress So Far:

• Inventory of Parks/Facilities

• Workshop #1

• Radio Show Call In Program

• Interviews with Staff and Stakeholders

• Workshop #2

• Telephone Survey (In Progress)

• Public input from Task Force & Focus Groups 

Workshop #1 Results
Session #1 – Discussion of Programs

• 5k & 10k Runs
• Adult Programs
• Adult Sports
• Aquatics
• Athletics
• Bike Events
• Book Club
• Christmas Parade
• Concerts
• Cultural Activities
• Cultural Center
• Earth Day
• Environmental Ed.

• Farmers Market
• Golf & Golf Lessons
• Grubsteak Fest.
• Horseshoes
• Night Classes
• OHV Programs
• Parades
• Public Art
• Racquetball
• Senior Programs
• Senior Trips
• Snow Play Day
• Soccer

• Softball
• Specialty Class
• Sports for Physically 

Challenged
• Sports/fitness
• Starry Night
• Stay At Home Mom

Programs
• Swimming
• Table Tennis 
• Teen Programs
• Tennis
• Trails
• Youth Programs
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Workshop #1 Results

Session #2 – Setting Programs Priorities

1. Teen Programs
2. Sports/fitness
3. Senior Programs
4. Cultural Activities
5. Adult Programs
6. Aquatics
7. Swimming
8. Environmental Education

Workshop #1 Results
Session #1 – Discussion of Sites and Facilities

•Amphitheater/Cultural 
Events Center

•Art Park
•Bike Paths
•Burnt Mtn Tennis Rehab
•Centralized Parks
•Classic Car Display
•Community Center on

South Side
•Dog Park
•Equestrian Facility
•Expanded Facilities
•Facilities at No & So. Park
•Fairground
•Gyms

•Horseshoe Pits
•In-Line Skate Park
•Library
•Maintenance
•Meeting Rooms
•Mini Golf
•OHV Park
•Passive Parks
•Petting Zoo
•Picnic Shelters
•Playgrounds
•Safe Facilities
•Skate Park
•Skating Rink

•Splash Park
•Sports Complex
•Sports Fields (Soccer)
•Stadium
•Sunnyslope Park

Improvement
•Swimming Pool
•Teen Center
•Tennis
•Trails
•Walking Trails
•Water Park
•YMCA
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Workshop #1 Results

Session #2 – Setting Sites and Facilities Priorities
1. Gyms
2. Amphitheater/Cultural Events Center
3. Community Center on South Side
4. Centralized Parks
5. Fairground
6. Trails
7. Tennis
8. Picnic Shelters
9. Facilities at North & South Park
10.Dog Park
11.Equestrian Facility
12.Swimming Pool

Workshop #1 Results
Session #1 – Discussion of Open Space, 
Greenbelts & Trails

• Bike Trails
• Botanical Garden
• Equestrian/Horse Trails
• Fences & Lighting
• Fitness Courses
• Recreational Use of 

Retention Basins
• Grass Areas
• Greenbelt & Open Space
• Hiking Trails
• Land Buffer Around Town
• Loop Trails
• Native Gardens

• Off Road Trails
• OHV Park
• Open Space Connections 

throughout Town
• Picnic Facilities (Families)
• Preserved Natural Land
• Ridgeline Buffers
• Rock Climbing
• Running/Walking Trails
• Shade Shelters
• Use of Alleys
• Wildlife Corridor
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Workshop #1 Results

Session #2 – Setting Open Space, Greenbelts 
& Trails Priorities

1. Bike Trails

2. Running/Walking Trails

3. Wildlife Corridor

4. Greenbelt & Open Space

5. Equestrian/Horse Trails

6. Picnic Facilities (Families)

7. Off Road Vehicle Facilities

8. Land Buffer Around Town

9. Shade Shelters

1. Gymnasium

2. Soccer Field

3. Dog Park

4. Bike Trails

5. Tennis Courts

6. Interactive Water Play

7. Open Areas

8. Exercise Course

9. Jogging Trail

Priorities of Where Would You Spend Your $$$?
Workshop #1 Results

10.Seniors Programs

11.Teen Programs

12.Amphitheater

13.Cultural Events

14.Swimming Pool

15.Community Events

16.Zero Depth Water Park

17.Public Art



8

Radio Call In Program – Z-107.7
June 8, 2007

Jim Schooler and Ron Hagan (MIG Consultant) 
fielded questions from public regarding Master 
Plan

• 23 Callers voiced opinions on air
• 20 more were on hold an unable give their opinions
• Most often requested facilities
 Dog Park
 Aquatics Complex
 Centralization vs. Decentralization of Community Facilities

• Full list of topics posted

Stakeholder Interview Questions
1. What do you believe are the two to three most pressing issues in the 

community regarding parks, recreation facilities and programs and 
cultural services?

2. If new capital project funding became available what would be the 
priorities to accomplish with the new funding?

3. Do you think the community would support limited commercial 
advertising in public parks and facilities if the revenue generated 
increased the maintenance level of the parks and facilities?

4. What is the one thing you most want the Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Master Plan for the Town of Yucca Valley to 
address?

5. Do you think the town could meet some of its recreation needs by
partnering with schools to share use and maintenance of facilities?

6. Is there a balance of active and passive recreation areas in Yucca 
Valley? Does the town need more of one than the other?
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Going Forward: Next Steps

• Task Force and Focus Group Meetings

• Sports Organization Survey

• Community Service Group Survey

• Workshop #3

• Needs and Demands Analysis

• Developing Screen Check Document for Review

Additional Questions

Issues we would like this audience to address:

• Centralization vs. Decentralization of facilities with 
possible location suggestions

• Suggestions for multi-use complexes, i.e.,
 Swim Complex

 Gym/Event Center

 Teen/Community/Senior Center

 Cultural/Museum Complex
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	CommunityQuestionnaire10-1-07.pdf
	Sports Questionnaire.pdf
	The survey is divided into two parts.
	Part 1 asks for general information regarding the overall organization or league.  Only one response for Part 1 is requested from each organization.
	Part 2 asks for more detailed information for each division or level within the organization or league.
	If you have any questions or need help filling out this form, please call Community Services at (760) 369-7211

	Stakeholder questions 6-4-07.pdf
	890RPT.pdf
	ONE FEATURE THAT MAKES YUCCA VALLEY DESIRABLE (Appendix Table 10)
	To develop an understanding of the characteristics that residents value in Yucca Valley, respondents were asked to volunteer what one feature makes Yucca Valley a desirable place to live.  No prelisted responses were provided.  The response categories with the largest share of responses are presented in Figure 1. 
	ONE IMPROVEMENT WANTED IN YUCCA VALLEY (Appendix Table 11)
	To amplify our understanding of the valued community characteristics and concerns in Town, a question was posed to identify what one improvement or change each respondent would make in Yucca Valley.   No prelisted responses were provided.  The response categories with the largest share of responses are presented in Figure 2. 
	RECREATION INFORMATION SOURCES (Appendix Table 12)
	To document how residents obtain information about Yucca Valley recreation or parks programs or facilities, a question was posed to identify where they get that information.  Respondents were required to volunteer a description of the information source that they use.  No prelisted responses were provided.  The response categories with the largest share of responses are presented in Figure 3. 
	RECREATION BENEFITS DESIRED (Appendix Table 13)
	To amplify our understanding of recreating patterns in the Town, a question was posed to identify the reasons residents choose the recreation activities they do.  These reasons or benefits are aimed at understanding why the residents choose the recreation activities by identifying the benefits they seek from such activities.  Yucca Valley residents polled were asked to identify which of the four prelisted benefits they felt is most important when they or their household members seek recreation or leisure opportunities.  The four benefit categories and the share of responses each received are presented in Figure 4. 
	35%
	35%
	18%
	13%
	RECREATION FACILITY USAGE
	Frequency of Recreation Facility Usage (Appendix Table 14)
	Parks and recreation facility usage characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing overall facility usage in or outside of Yucca Valley.  The usage frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 5.
	Frequency of Joshua Tree National Park Usage (Appendix Table 15)
	Visitation to Joshua Tree National Park was explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing usage during the past year.  The visitation frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 6 on the following page.
	 Figure 6 illustrates that 4% of the sample of telephone respondents described themselves as a “Frequent User” of Joshua Tree National Park in the past year (patrons least three times per month; top two bars in Figure 6).
	 Recreation Facility or Park Most Often Used in the Last Year (Appendix Table 16)
	Yucca Valley residents polled were queried about the park or recreation facility that their household members most often used during the last year.  The park names were not read to the respondents and respondents were asked to include facilities in or outside of Yucca Valley in their response.  Figure 7 illustrates the nine recreation facilities most often cited by those polled, representing 72% of the responses received.  The remaining parks mentioned that are not listed in Figure 7 each garnered less than 2% of the responses received.
	Recreation Activities Participation  (Appendix Tables 17 to 28)
	The resident telephone survey solicited household members’ behavior in performing an array of twelve recreation activities during the last year.  Each respondent was queried regarding the number of members of their household who had conducted each activity during the past year.  
	Frequency of Recreation Program Usage (Appendix Table 32)
	Parks and recreation program usage characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing overall program usage in or outside of Yucca Valley.  The usage frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 9.
	Preferred Type of Area Improvements (Appendix Table 30)
	One Recreation Facility Respondents Want (Appendix Table 31)
	One Recreation Program Respondents Want (Appendix Table 38)
	Willingness to Pay Additional Annual Amount (Appendix Table 39)
	Awareness of Name Hi-Desert Nature Museum (Appendix Table 40)
	Among those Yucca Valley respondents who stated they had heard or recognize the name “Hi-Desert Museum” and have never visited the Museum, a probing question was included to solicit the reasons for not visiting the Museum.  This inquiry was asked in an unprompted form with all responses being volunteered by respondents and recorded verbatim.
	 Reported Visitation of Hi-Desert Nature Museum in Past Year (Appendix Table 41)


	Hi-Desert Museum visitation characteristics were explored in a general framework in the resident telephone survey based upon a question probing frequency of visitation during the last year.  The museum visitation frequency of the total sample of respondents is presented in Figure 18.
	Propensity to Use Proposed Cultural Facilities (Appendix Tables 43 to 45)

	AGE DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION (Appendix Table 7)
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age of the population.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate development of an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to age.  Figure 20 presents the age distribution of residents of those Yucca Valley households interviewed. 
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and age and number of members of the household.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the age of each of the members of households polled to facilitate an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to the composition of the household.  Figure 21 presents the distribution of households polled based upon the number and age of the household members.
	 TENURE IN YUCCA VALLEY (Appendix Table 9)
	To amplify our understanding of recreating patterns in the Town, a question was posed to identify the length of residence of those residents polled.  In this way, we are able to evaluate recreating pattern differences that may be attributable to length of tenure in the community.  Figure 22 reveals the distribution of Yucca Valley households based upon the length of time they have been a resident in the community. 
	Employment in Yucca Valley (Appendix Tables 46 to 47)
	To amplify our understanding of the lifestyle dynamics of Yucca Valley, this survey asked a question to determine the share of employees in households polled who are employed in Yucca Valley vs. some other location.  Figure 23 presents the summary of responses to that inquiry.
	Householder Ethnicity (Appendix Tables 48 to 49)
	Through our historical project experience, we have documented the relationship between parks and recreation usage and ethnicity of the population.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the ethnicity of the respondent (or householder) for each of the households polled to provide an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to ethnicity.  Figure 24 presents the distribution of householders of those Yucca Valley households interviewed by the race or ethnic group they reported. 
	 Household Income (Appendix Table 50)

	We have documented in prior experience the relationship between parks and recreation usage and household income.  In the context of this Yucca Valley community-wide survey, we collected the annual household income of households polled to provide an understanding of recreation preferences in this community that might be attributable to household income.  Figure 25 presents the annual household income distribution of those Yucca Valley households interviewed.  The median income calculated from the survey stood at $41,000, up substantially from the $30,400 median figure reported seven years earlier in the 2000 Census.
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