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Town Places Local Revenue Measure on November 6 Ballot to Address
Community Priorities, Reduce Costs of Sewer System Improvements

Yucca Valley — The Yucca Valley Town Council approved placing a local revenue measure on the
November 6, 2012 ballot to provide a protected, locally-controlled source of funds to address
local community priorities.

After months of community engagement and outreach, and after receiving extensive feedback
from the community, the Yucca Valley Town Council unanimously placed a local revenue
measure on the November 2012 ballot to address community priorities, including sewer system
development.

“We have engaged the community extensively over the past several months to find out from
residents what community services and priorities are important to them,” said Yucca Valley Town
Manager Mark Nuaimi. “Yucca Valley community leaders and residents are clearly interested in
preserving local control and keeping local funds local.”

In recent years, impacts from the Great Recession and State actions to divert funding forced the
Town to cut millions in spending.

“Declining revenues and state laws that take local funds away from Yucca Valley are impacting
the Town’s ability to address local community priorities, including the sewer system mandate,”
said Yucca Valley Mayor Dawn Rowe. “If enacted, a local revenue measure would give Yucca
Valley local control over our local funds, for community priorities.”

If enacted, a local revenue measure would address community priorities such as:

e Cost-efficiently finance the wastewater treatment plant and collection system
e Reduce the cost for property owners to connect to the sewer system

e Maintain neighborhood police patrols and 911 response, and

e Maintain and repair existing neighborhood streets and alleys.



“The measure includes accountability provisions and safeguards, including an independent
taxpayers’ oversight committee, mandatory financial audits, and yearly reports to the
community to ensure the funds are spent as promised,” said Mayor Rowe. “The measure
requires that all funds remain local and are used for Yucca Valley only. Funds are protected by
law from Sacramento.”

The Town recently initiated a Public Education and Outreach Program to update residents about
the challenges facing the community and obtain feedback. The Town sent out interactive mailers
to residents requesting feedback. To date, the Town has received more than 450 Community
Feedback Forms in the mail and online. Town staff also met with an additional 350 persons
during presentations to over eighteen community groups obtaining additional feedback.
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