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If you have any questions 
about the potential conversion 
project, please contact Steve 
Chapman, Coordinator Special 
Communication Projects, 
Questar Corporation, at  
801-324-5548.

Questar Southern Trails Pipeline 
Oil Conversion Project

Questar Southern Trails Pipeline 
Company, a subsidiary of Questar 

Corporation, is currently evaluating 
potential routes to construct an 
approximately 120-mile-long section of 
new 16-inch-diameter pipeline as part 
of its proposed Southern Trails Pipeline 
Oil Conversion Project. The proposed 
conversion project will help reduce 
dependence on high-price foreign oil 
currently transported via tanker ships by 
providing Long Beach, Calif., refiners a 
safe and reliable supply of lower-cost 
domestic oil, while creating jobs and 
reducing California gasoline prices 
at the same time. Southern Trails is 
proposing to transport up to 120,000 
barrels of crude oil per day by 2016.  
Construction of the project is currently 
proposed to begin in early 2015. Once 

a detailed route has been proposed 
and appropriate applications have 
been filed, the entire project would 
be subject to rigorous review under 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA), California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) and other 
processes.  

The Southern Trails pipeline was 
originally operated as a crude oil 
pipeline and was converted to natural-
gas service in 2002. The east section 
of the Southern Trails pipeline extends 
approximately 485 miles from the 
San Juan Basin in New Mexico to 
interconnects with Southern California 
utilities near Essex, Calif., and is 
currently in natural-gas service. The 
west section of the Southern Trails 
pipeline extends approximately 96 
miles from Whitewater, Calif., to the 
West Hynes crude oil terminal in 
Long Beach, and is currently not in 
service. The original section of pipeline 
between Whitewater and Essex is 
owned by SoCal Gas, and would need 
to be re-built as part of the Southern 
Trails oil conversion project. Two 

routes for the new pipeline are 
currently being evaluated, both 
adjacent to existing utilities.  
One would follow the existing 
SoCal Gas pipeline route, and 
the other would follow a BLM-
designated utility corridor to the 
south (see map).

Questar Southern Trails Pipeline 
Company has retained Paragon 
Partners Ltd. to obtain survey 
permission from all landowners 
in the study area of both 
potential routes. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding 
the proposed evaluation, please 
contact James T. Lemont, Right 
of Way Consultant, Paragon 
Partners Ltd, toll free at 888-
899-7498, extension 231. If you 

have any questions about the potential 
conversion project, please contact 
Steve Chapman, Coordinator Special 
Communication Projects, Questar 
Corporation, at 801-324-5548.
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Southern Trails Visit: Questar.com and learn about Questar’s 
Environmental Stewardship

Questar has received multiple Earth Day 
awards for its stakeholder outreach efforts 
and innovative approaches to reclamation, 
and was recently awarded the Interstate 
Oil and Gas Compact Commission’s 2012 
Chairman’s Stewardship Award.
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