
GENERAL PLAN 
TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY 

EIR SCOPING MEETING 
Yucca Valley Community Center 
Wednesday, December 5, 2012 
5:00 p.m. 



OVERVIEW 
1. Overview of Yucca Valley 

General Plan 
2. Purpose of Scoping 

Meeting 
3. EIR Purpose 
4. EIR Process 
5. Environmental Analysis 
6. Public Comments 



GENERAL PLAN PROCESS 



PROJECT OVERVIEW - ELEMENTS 
• Land Use 

 

• Circulation  
 

• Housing 
 

• Open Space and 
Conservation 
 

• Safety 
 

• Noise 
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LAND USE: Current & Proposed General Plan 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN:  
• Units: 27,219 
• Population: 64,543 

 

1995 GENERAL PLAN: 
• Units: 24,401 
• Population: 62,223 

 
DIFFERENCE FROM PRIOR PLAN 
• Units: 2,818 
• Population: 2,320 

 
 

 

 



• Total acres changed:  3,308  

• 13% of total acres in town 

• Changes reflect 
community’s input to 
preserve desert character 
and maintain Town as 
economic hub of Morongo 
Basin 

 
 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN: Changes only 



GENERAL PLAN BUILDOUT ASSUMPTIONS 



PURPOSE OF SCOPING MEETING 
• Provide an opportunity for public input. 
  

• Determine the scope, focus, and content of the EIR. 
– Environmental topics 
– Potential mitigation 
– Potential alternatives 

 



EIR PURPOSE 
• Discloses project impacts to public and decision makers. 
• Identifies ways to avoid or reduce environmental 

impacts. 
• Analyzes alternatives. 
• Fosters interagency coordination and public 

review/participation. 



OVERVIEW OF THE EIR PROCESS 

Public and Agency Review 
of Draft EIR (45 days) 

Prepare Initial Study and  
Notice of Preparation  

Public and Agency Review 
(30 days) 

Nov. 8th, 2012 - Dec.10th, 2012 

Scoping Meeting 
December 5th, 2012 

Prepare Draft EIR 

Prepare Final EIR including 
 Response to Comments 

Planning Commission 
Hearing 

Issue Notice of Determination 

Town Council Hearing 

Public Input 
Opportunities 

 

= 
 



INITIAL STUDY 
• Determine if there are potential significant 

environmental effects 
  

• Identify the appropriate CEQA document and process 
  

• Contents: 
– Project description 
– Environmental setting 
– Identification of  potential effects (comprehensive checklist) 
– Potential mitigation 
– Consistency with applicable plans/zoning 

 



NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
• Contains a brief description of the project, its location, 

and where documents relating to the project can be 
found 

  

• Notifies responsible agencies and other interested parties 
that an EIR will be prepared 

  

• Solicits input regarding the scope, focus, and content of 
the upcoming EIR 

  

• Distributed with the initial study for a 30-day public 
review period 



ISSUES PROPOSED TO BE ANALYZED IN THE EIR 

 Aesthetics 
Agriculture & Forestry Resources 

 Air Quality 
 Biological Resources 
 Cultural Resources 
 Geology & Soils 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 Hazards & Hazardous Materials 
 Hydrology & Water Quality 

 Land Use and Planning 
Mineral Resources 

 Noise 
 Population & Housing 
 Public Services 
 Recreation 
 Transportation & Traffic 
 Utilities & Service Systems 



PROJECT-RELATED TECHNICAL STUDIES 
• Air Quality, Greenhouse Gases, and Noise Studies (The 

Planning Center|DC&E) 

• Biological Resources Report (Alden Environmental, Inc.) 

• Cultural Resources Report (Cogstone Resource Management) 

• Technical Background Report for the Safety Element (Earth 
Consultants International, Inc.) 

• Traffic Report (Fehr & Peers) 

 
 

 
 

 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

Initial Study/Notice of Preparation 
• Began on November 8 and ends on December 10 
• Available for review at Town of Yucca Valley Planning Division 

58928 Monterey Business Center Drive 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

• Also available for review at the Yucca Valley Branch Library 
• Available for review at http://www.yucca-valley.org  

Scoping Meeting 
• Submit comments today 
• Please include your name and address 

 

 



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 
• Circulate Draft EIR for 45 days 
  

Final EIR 
• Includes responses to comments 
• Final EIR is published and made available for review prior to 

project approval 
  

Planning Commission & Town Council Hearings 
 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Environmental issues you would like to see addressed in 
the EIR 

 



PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Comments on the NOP and Scoping Meeting may be 
submitted to Shane Stueckle, Deputy Town Manager via: 
  

• Mail or hand deliver to: 
 

 Town of Yucca Valley 
 Monterey Business Center 
 58928 Business Center Drive 
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

  

• Email: sstueckle@yucca-valley.org 
 



NEXT STEPS 
• September 2012-March 

2013 
– Prepare Elements: Goals & 

Policies 
– Establish GPAC (Element Review) 
– Initiate Technical Studies 
– Environmental analysis 
 

• March 2013-July 2013 
― Preparation of Technical Studies 
― Preparation of EIR 
― Mandatory 45 day review period 

 
• Fall 2013 

– Adoption of General Plan 
– Study session/public hearings 
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GPAC MEETING SCHEDULE 
DECEMBER 12, 2012 

– Housing 

 
JANUARY 9, 2013 

– Open Space and 
Conservation 

 
FEBRUARY 13, 2013 

– Land Use 
 

MARCH 13 
– Circulation 
– Noise 
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STAY CONNECTED 
Please subscribe online 
for future meeting 
announcements: 
  

www.yucca-valley.org 
or 

Text ‘subscribe’ to: 
(760) 904-0259 
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