






















































































































































































































































































































 
Reviewed By:             

 Town Manager Town Attorney Mgmt Services Dept Head 

  
 Department Report  Ordinance Action  Resolution Action  Public Hearing  

 Consent  Minute Action  Receive and File  Study Session 

 

TOWN COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
  

To: Honorable Mayor & Town Council 

From: Shane R. Stueckle, Deputy Town Manager 

Date: October 10, 2011 

For Council Meeting: October 18, 2011 

  

Subject: SR 62/SR 247 Traffic Signal Median Island Project 
Approval of Plans and Specifications 
Authorization to Advertise for Construction 

 

Prior Council Review:  The Town Council discussed this matter at its meeting of 
October 4, 2011.  The Town Council requested that this matter be returned to full 
Council for discussion and consideration.  The Town Council appropriated funds for this 
project with adoption of the FY 2011/2012 Budget. 

 

Recommendation:  That the Town Council approves the Plans and Specifications for 
the SR 62/SR 247 Traffic Signal and Median Island Project, and authorizes staff to 
advertise the project for construction following the California Department of 
Transportation, Headquarters offices, issuance of authorization to proceed. 

 

Executive Summary:  Town Council authorization to advertise construction of capital 
projects is sought prior to staff proceeding with the advertising process.  The Town has 
obtained the necessary encroachment permit from Caltrans District 8.  Final Caltrans 
Headquarters approval of the federal funding is scheduled to occur after October 1, 2011, 
with the beginning of the 2012 federal fiscal year. 
 

Order of Procedure:  
Request Staff Report  

 Request Public Comment  
 Council Discussion/Questions of Staff  
 Motion/Second 
 Discussion on Motion 
 Call the Question (Voice Vote) 

 

Discussion:  The construction of controlled left turn movements (controlled green turn 
arrows) for the north/south legs of the SR 62/247 intersection has been a long term goal for 
the Town.  Caltrans required warrants could not be satisfied, and the Town could not 
proceed with the project for a number of years.  Following numerous discussions with 
Caltrans District 8, the Town was authorized for the construction of controlled left turn 
movements, with the additional requirement to construct raised median islands on SR 247 
and Joshua Lane.   
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The purpose of the raised median islands is to prevent turning movement from/to the State 
Highways in proximity to the intersection, as well as to ensure maximum traffic flow or 
mobility and reducing avoidable vehicular delays at the intersection.  In addition to the 
above improvements, the existing turn pocket for east bound traffic, for the north bound 
movement to SR 247, will be lengthened to allow for additional vehicle stacking capacity. 
 
The approved Caltrans plans identify the SR 247 Median Island extending from SR 62 to 
the northern most driveway entrance to the Food-4-Less shopping center, which is located 
between Barr Lumber and Papa John’s Pizza.  For the Joshua Lane median island, 
Caltrans required a minimum length of 200’ to be constructed on Joshua Lane. The Plans 
and Specifications are on file in the Town Clerk’s office for review.  Figure 1 below 
illustrates the limits of the raised median island improvements as recommended. 
 

FIGURE 1. 

 
This project is consistent with the General Plan and General Plan Environmental Impact 
Report (GP EIR).   Figure 2  illustrates General Plan Circulation Element lane configuration 
for the SR 62/247/Joshua Lane intersection and those configurations are described below. 

 

SR 62 West Bound:    Joshua Lane North Bound: 
2 through lanes     2 through lanes 
1 through/right hand turn lane (north to SR 247) 1 right hand turn lane (east on 62) 
2 left hand turn lanes (south to Joshua Lane) 1 left hand turn lane (west on 62) 

 
 

SR 62 East Bound:     SR 247 South Bound 
2 through lanes     1 through lane 
1 through/right hand turn lane (north to SR 247) 1 through/right hand turn lane 
2 left hand turn lanes (south to Joshua Lane) 1 left hand turn lane  
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FIGURE 2:   

 
The General Plan Circulation Element build out scenario projects the following traffic 
volumes in comparison to existing traffic volumes. 
 

Street Segment:  Existing Volumes  GP Projected Volumes 
SR 62 E/W   28,500   60,000 ADTs 
SR 247 N of SR 62  12,000   32,000 ADTs 
Joshua Lane S of 62 5,103    19,000 ADTs 
 
In summary, the project continues to implement and is consistent with the adopted General 
Plan Circulation Element configuration for the intersection, as well as remains consistent 
with the Route SR 62 and Route SR 247 Concept Route Reports approved by Caltrans 
District 8. 
 
Accident history for the intersection is as follows, and is depicted in Attachment C to this 
staff report. 
 

YEAR  ACCIDENTS 
2010  20 
2009  10 
2008  28 
2007  25 
 

Total:  83 
Total Injury: 16 
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Due to the impacts to business access that are created by the construction of raised 
Median islands on Joshua Lane, the Town retained the services of Albert A. Webb 
Associates to assist the Town in identifying the final design parameters for overall raised 
median island design, specifically in regards to the point of termination.  This approach was 
employed to ensure maximum traffic mobility, reducing potential intersection conflicts and 
delays, and to maximize to the extent possible, business access based upon existing 
conditions and alternative access routes.   
 
Exhibit J to this staff report illustrates the vehicular turning movement conflict points under 
existing conditions.  Exhibit J clearly illustrates the turning movement conflicts which result 
in “pushing” traffic conditions into the intersection of SR 62/SR247.  Exhibit K and Exhibit L 
identify two alternatives for the length of raised median island on Joshua Lane.  Based 
upon the above identified factors, the recommended final design is based upon the 
termination point as depicted in Exhibit L.  This alternative would terminate the raised 
median island on Joshua Lane with sufficient distance for left hand turns into the public 
alley separating Chase Bank from the Courtyard Commercial property.   
 
Town staff held several public outreach meetings for property owners affected by this 
project.  A majority of the concerns were expressed by businesses fronting onto 29 Palms 
Outer Highway South, between Joshua Lane and Airway Avenue.  While the elimination of 
the left hand turning movement from SR 62/Joshua Lane eastbound onto the Outer 
Highway is being eliminated with this project, alternative access via Airway or north bound 
on Joshua Lane continue to be available.  Numerous suggestions were received during the 
public outreach meetings, including the alternatives of not building the project, making 
Joshua Lane one way north bound and move the 62/247 intersection to Barberry and SR 
62, tying in the signalization of the outer highways to the 62/247 signal, and well as other 
ideas.    
 
The General Plan Traffic Study and Circulation Element update will carefully evaluate 
alternatives means for addressing the design and ingress/egress to the outer highways. 
For example, in recent discussions with District 8 staff, they verbally indicated that with a 
raised median on SR 62 to prevent left hand turn movements, Caltrans would allow a mid-
block ingress/egress point to the Outer Highway South between Airway and Joshua Lane.  
District 8 staff simultaneously indicated that with this design approach, one end of the 
Outer Highway South would need to be closed (cul-de-sac).  This would most likely be the 
Joshua Lane end of the Outer Highway based upon those discussions with District 8 staff.  
Again, this is just one example of alternative means of addressing access issues along the 
outer highways. 
 
The General Plan update is scheduled for completion in approximately August 2013.  
Based upon funding being available at that time, preparation of plans, Caltrans review, 
approval and permitting is anticipated to require approximately 18+ months, followed by 
approximately 9 months for bidding and construction. 
 

Alternatives:  Staff recommends no alternative actions.   
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Fiscal impact:  A total of $252,000 is budgeted in the FY 2011/2012 adopted budget. 
These funds consist of $184,900 in HSIP funds and $67,100 in Measure I Major Arterial 
funds.  The Estimate of Probable Construction Costs estimates total project expenditures 
at $265,464.   

 

Attachments: A:  Limits of Raised Median Island Construction 
   B:  Aerial View of Raised Median Island Improvements 
   C:  SR 62/247/Joshua Lane Intersection Accident History 
   Project Schedule   
   Exhibits J, K, & L 
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ATTACHMENT A 

LIMITS OF RAISED MEDIAN ISLAND CONSTRUCTION 
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ATTACHMENT B 

AERIAL VIEW OF RAISED MEDIAN ISLAND IMPROVEMENTS 
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ATTACHMENT C 

ACCIDENT HISTORY DATA 

SR 62 & SR 247 
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