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California Natural Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
http://www. dfg. ca.gov 
Inland Deserts Region 
3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Suite C-200 
Ontario, CA 91764 
(909) 484-0167 

December 7, 2012 

Mr. Shane Stueckle 
Town of Yucca Valley, Planning Division 
58928 Monterey Business Center Drive 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

EDMUND G. BROWN, JR., Governor 

Charlton H. Bonham, Director 

Re: Notice of Preparation of Environmental Impact Report for the 
Town of Yucca Valley General Plan Update 

Dear Mr. Stueckle: 

The Department of Fish and Game (Department) appreciates this opportunity to 
comment on the Notice of Preparation for the Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the Town of Yucca Valley General Plan Update. The Department is 
responding as a Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources [Fish and Game 
Code Sections 711.7 and 1802 and the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Guidelines Section 15386], and as a Responsible Agency regarding any 
discretionary actions (CEQA Guidelines Section 15381 ), such as a Lake or 
Streambed Alteration Agreement (California Fish and Game Code Sections 1600 
et seq.) and/or a permit for Incidental Take of Endangered, Threatened, and/or 
Candidate species [California Fish and Game Code Sections 2080 and 2080.1]. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

The Town of Yucca Valley is located near City of Twentynine Palms, Joshua Tree, Joshua 
Tree National Park. Morongo Valley, and Prioneertown. State Route 247 crosses the 
northern half of the Town from north to south. The Town is located near the southern portion 
of San Bernardino County. 

The Project is an update to the Town of Yucca Valley's General Plan. The General Plan is 
intended to shape development with the Town for the at least the next 20 years. The 
buildout will result in a population of 64,543, 27,276 residential units, and 20,964,487 square 
feet of nonresidential development. 

Biological Impacts and Mitigation 

Conserving Ca[ijornia's WiU[ije Since 1870 
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The Department has the following recommendations, in addition to the recommendations in 
the later portion of this letter and requests that these issues be addressed in the CEQA 
document. 

1. Provide a complete Project description that lists all the activities covered by this 
Project, including on- and off-site development; 

2. Any biological assessments or focus surveys be conducted within one year of the 
distribution of the CEQA Document; 

3. Any biological reports should be included in the CEQA Document; 
4. A jurisdictional delineation of State waters should be included in the CEQA 

Document, if warranted; 
5. Sensitive plant surveys should be conducted according to the Department's 

November 2009 guidance for Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to 
Special Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities. 

Implementation of the proposed Project has the potential to impact desert tortoise 
(Gopherus aggassizzi, OT), which is listed as threatened under the California Endangered 
Species Act (CESA); and the burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia, BUOW), which is a 
Species of Special Concern and protected under Fish and Game Code Section 3503.5. 

1. Please provide a complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent 
to the Project area, with particular emphasis upon identifying endangered, 
threatened, and locally unique species and sensitive habitats. 

a. Please provide a thorough assessment of rare plants and rare natural 
communities, following the Department's November 2009 guidance for 
Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native 
Plant Populations and Natural Communities. The guidance document can 
be found at the following link: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/pdfs/Protocols for Surveying and 

Evaluating lmpacts.pdf 

b. A thorough assessment of sensitive fish, wildlife, reptile, and amphibian 
species. Seasonal variations in use of the Project area should also be 
considered. Focused species-specific surveys, conducted at the 
appropriate time of year and time of day when the sensitive species are 
active or otherwise identifiable, are required. Acceptable species-specific 
survey procedures should be developed in consultation with the 
Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 

c. Rare, threatened, and endangered species to be addressed should include 
all those which meet the CEQA definition (See CEQA Guidelines, 15380). 

d The Department's California Natural Diversity Data Base in Sacramento 
should be contacted at (916) 327-5960 to obtain current information on any 
previously reported sensitive species and habitat, including Significant 
Natural Areas identified under Chapter 12 of the California Fish and Game 
Code. 
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2. A thorough discussion of direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts expected to 
adversely affect biological resources, with specific measures to offset such 
impacts. 

a. CEQA Guidelines, 15125(c}, direct that knowledge of the regional setting is 
critical to an assessment of environmental impacts and that special 
emphasis should be placed on resources that are rare or unique to the 
region. Section 15125(d) requires the EIR so discuss any inconsistencies 
between the propose project and applicable general plans, specific plans 
and Regional plans. 

b. Project impacts should be analyzed relative to their affects on off-site 
habitats. Specifically, this should encompass adjacent public lands, open 
space, adjacent natural habitats, and riparian ecosystems. In addition, 
impacts to and maintenance of wildlife corridor/movement areas, including 
access to undisturbed habitat in adjacent areas, should be fully evaluated 
and provided. 

c. The zoning of areas for development projects or other uses that are 
nearby or adjacent to natural areas may inadvertently contribute to 
wildlife-human interactions. A discussion of possible conflicts and 
mitigation measures to reduce these conflicts should be included in the 
environmental document. 

d. A cumulative effects analysis should be developed as described under 
CEQA Guidelines, 15130. General and specific plans, as well as past, 
present, and anticipated future projects, should be analyzed relative to their 
impacts on similar plant communities and wildlife habitats. 

3. A range of alternatives should be analyzed to ensure that alternatives to the 
proposed Project are fully considered and evaluated (CEQA Guidelines 15126.6). 
A range of alternatives which avoid or otherwise minimize impacts to sensitive 
biological resources should be included. Specific alternative locations should also 
be evaluated in areas with lower resource sensitivity where appropriate. 

a. Mitigation measures for Project impacts to sensitive plants, animals, and 
habitats should emphasize evaluation and selection of alternatives which 
avoid and/or otherwise minimize Project impacts. Off-site compensation for 
unavoidable impacts through acquisition and protection of high-quality 
habitat should be addressed. 

b. The Department considers Rare Natural Communities as threatened 
habitats having both local and regional significance. Thus, these 
communities should be fully avoided and otherwise protected from Project­
related impacts. 
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4. A CESA Permit must be obtained, if the Project has the potential to result in "take" 
of species of plants or animals listed under CESA, either during construction or 
over the life of the Project. CESA Permits are issued to conserve, protect, 
enhance, and restore State-listed threatened or endangered species and their 
habitats. Early consultation is encouraged, as significant modification to the 
proposed Project and mitigation measures may be required in order to obtain a 
CESA Permit. Revisions to the California Fish and Game Code, effective January 
1998, require that the Department issue a separate CEQA document for the 
issuance of a CESA permit unless the Project CEQA document addresses all 
Project impacts to listed species and specifies a mitigation monitoring and 
reporting program that will meet the requirements of a CESA permit. For these 
reasons, the following information is requested: 

a. Biological mitigation, monitoring, and reporting proposals should be of 
sufficient detail and resolution to satisfy the requirements for a CESA 
Permit. 

b A Department-approved Mitigation Agreement and Mitigation Plan are 
required for plants listed as rare under the Native Plant Protection Act. 

State Jurisdictional Waters 

5. The Department is concerned about the continuing loss of jurisdictional waters of 
the State and the encroachment of development into areas with native habitat 
values. The CEQA document should contain sufficient, specific, and current 
biological information on the existing habitat and species at the Project site; 
measures to minimize and avoid sensitive biological resources, and mitigation 
measures to offset the loss of native flora and fauna and State waters. If the 
Project site contains Federally- or State-listed species, the CEQA document should 
include measures to avoid and minimize impacts to these species as well as 
mitigation measures to compensate for the loss of biological resources. The CEQA 
document should not defer impact analysis and mitigation measures to future 
regulatory, discretionary actions, such as a Lake or Streambed Alteration 
Agreement, CESA Permit or Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) Permit. 

a. Under Section 1600 et seq. of the California Fish and Game Code, the 
Department requires the Project applicant to notify the Department of any 
activity that will divert, obstruct or change the natural flow or the bed, 
channel or bank (which includes associated riparian resources) of a river, 
stream or lake, or use material from a streambed prior to the applicant's 
commencement of the activity. Streams include, but are not limited to, 
intermittent and ephemeral streams, rivers, creeks, dry washes, sloughs, 
blue-line streams, and watercourses with subsurface flow. The 
Department's issuance of a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement for 
a project this is subject to CEQA will require CEQA compliance actions by 
the Department as a responsible agency. The Department, may consider 
the local jurisdiction's (lead agency) Negative Declaration or Environmental 
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Impact Report for the project. However, if the CEQA document does not 
fully identify potential impacts to lakes, streams, and associated resources 
(including, but not limited to riparian and alluvial fan sage scrub habitat) and 
provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
commitments, additional CEQA documentation will be required prior to 
execution (signing) of the Streambed Alteration Agreement. In order to 
avoid delays or repetition of the CEQA process, potential impacts to a lake 
or stream, as well as avoidance and mitigation measures need to be 
discussed within this CEQA document. The Department recommends the 
following measures to avoid subsequent CEQA documentation and project 
delays: 

i. Incorporate all information regarding impacts to lakes, 
streams and associated habitat within the DEIR. 
Information that should be included within this document 
includes: (a) a delineation of lakes, streams, and 
associated habitat that will be directly or indirectly 
impacted by the proposed Project; (b) details on the 
biological resources (flora and fauna) associated with the 
lakes and/or streams; (c) identification of the presence or 
absence of sensitive plants, animals, or natural 
communities; (d) a discussion of environmental 
alternatives; (e) a discussion of avoidance measures to 
reduce project impacts, (f) a discussion of potential 
mitigation measures required to reduce the Project 
impacts to a level of insignificance; and (g) an analysis of 
impacts to habitat caused by a change in the flow of 
water across the site. The applicant and lead agency 
should keep in mind that the State also has a policy of no 
net loss of wetlands. 

ii. The Department recommends that the Project applicant 
and/or lead agency consult with the Department to 
discuss potential project impacts and avoidance and 
mitigation measures. Early consultation with the 
Department is recommended since modification of the 
proposed reject may be required to avoid or reduce 
impacts to fish and wildlife resources. To obtain a 
Streambed Alteration Agreement Notification package, 
please visit our website at: 
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/habcon/1600.html. 

This particular Project has the potential to have significant environmental impacts on 
sensitive flora and fauna resources, including Federally- and State-listed endangered 
species. Therefore, the CEQA document should include a cumulative impact analysis and 
an alternatives analysis which focuses on environmental resources and ways to avoid or 
minimize impacts to those resources. 
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Thank you for this opportunity to comment. Please contact Heather Weiche at (909) 980-
8607, if you have any questions regarding this letter. 

Sincerely, 

J) ~ n 
1 · ~0 ~-Q'C(XJ-·~ 

Rebecca Jones 
Senior Environmental Scientist Acting 

cc: Heather Weiche, CDFG, Ontario 
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GREGORY C. DEVEREAUX               Board of Supervisors 
Chief Executive Officer                                  ROBERT A. LOVINGOOD……...First District           JAMES RAMOS…………..…Third District 

                                                    JANICE RUTHERFORD…………Second District              GARY C. OVITT….........…Fourth District 
                                                                    JOSIE GONZALES, CHAIR………Fifth District 
 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH 

Division of Environmental Health Services: (800) 442-2283 
□ 385 North Arrowhead Avenue – San Bernardino, CA 92415-0160  
□ 8575 Haven Avenue, Suite 130 – Rancho Cucamonga, CA 91730-9105  
□ 15900 Smoke Tree, Suite 131 – Hesperia, CA 92345  
□ San Bernardino County Vector Control Program 
 2355 East 5th Street – San Bernardino, CA  92410-5201  

 

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

TRUDY RAYMUNDO 
Public Health Director 

 

MAXWELL OHIKHUARE, M.D. 
Health Officer 

 

CORWIN PORTER, MPH, R.E.H.S 
Division Chief, Environmental Health Services 

 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 

  

 
 
 
December 7, 2012 
 
 
Shane Stueckle         
Town of Yucca Valley, Planning Division 
58928 Monterey Business Drive Center 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 
 
Subject: Notice of Preparation of Environmental Impact Report and Public Scoping Meeting 
for the Town of Yucca Valley General Plan Update 
 
 
Mr. Stueckle, 
 
Environmental Health Services has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of Environmental 
Impact Report and Public Scoping Meeting for the Town of Yucca Valley General Plan 
Update.  The impact of the Yucca Valley General Plan Update in regards to solid waste is 
addressed on Page 56, Section 3.17 (f) & (g). The initial study states the EIR will evaluate 
long-term regional landfill capacity as the General Plan Update may increase the amount of 
solid waste generated in Yucca Valley and may require expansion of landfills or the 
adoption of alternative methods for waste disposal.  San Bernardino County Solid Waste 
Management is the owner and operator of the majority of landfills in San Bernardino County 
and they should be contacted in regards to expanding the landfill capacity. 
 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at 1(800)442-2283 or by email at 
Jessica.Ballesteros@dph.sbcounty.gov.  
 
 

 
 
Jessica Ballesteros, REHS 
Land Use Protection Program 

. 
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