LSA ASSOGIATES, ING. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARGH 1402 YUOOA VALLEY RETAIL SFEQIFIO PLAN
RESPONBEH TO COMMENTS

O RESPONSE TO THE RECIRCULATED DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER G
Gilbert Gutierrez
Response to Comment G-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the

Town Council review of the EIR.
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'J'ean'nie” Lindﬁerg

From: - - dr@yuccavalleyorg .
Sent: . Friday, July 20,2007 11:58 AM
To: . .~ - © Jesnnis Lindberg _
.Subjuct: E - Buper Wa[_-Maﬂ EIR

;Nams. Luuise Wnnttou

: Brganizatinn.n

. Addimss: PO Box. 1875
City: Twentynina Palms

Btatmi CA - .

“gipi 92277

- Phones 760—352-4365
" Brmaile ljwttnEaOl cum g : _ - s o -
cﬁmments-- -'._ o - : _‘ "; R :--zfﬁ_

R cannat think nf munh wnrse prujacts yuu could apprnve than tha New ﬁal Mart!l! Do ynu B
not remember all the small bussineses the current one put OOT of busineas? We already have -
- adaguate; grocery stores.. What Wa do not hava’ ig - alet of our wonderful. sgenery aspeuailly '
aftar the horrid Yzelocation™ of all the planta fram the now oversized suta atura. 'Tha
plants wera relncated alrlght, most aftar they had been: ipft to dlae.”:

_ 'T mimply cannot lmadgine what the planners! were thinking, even giving this & pasaing

) ;hdught,f How, I:am.hnping they ara trying to back cut af this gigantiu maas, and,"anva

aca”, L :
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L3A ABBOCIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUCUQA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES TO OOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER H

Louise Wooiton

Response to Comment H-1: The comment regarding small businesses and grocery stores
is noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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Jeanme Lmdberg

From. o efr@yucca-valley,org - -
Sent: - - Friday, July 20, 2007 4:668 PM
To; Jeannle Lindbarg

S_ubieqt_ b Super WakMart EIR

_ Nast:a. ‘Lisa Gutierrez
'ﬂrganizatiun. R
... Addrass: - :

- City: Yucca Vallay

" Btata: ca B

Zip: . :
“Phane:: R
: ;E-mail. Bmsn. cumLisaG '
__-Ccuuments. o =

Outatandinq;, tt: sa_v tha leaat! I'm nvarwhelmed by Supar Wal-uar!:'a ‘BIR. It'a 80 det:ailed
dn every aspact. It leaves nothing unoovared, It's sbott - time ¥V town gsts cut of: Uwing
in the 70's. " We need growth.  As.for those wha oppose - growth heys, ‘when. they moved here
“didn*t: they contributa to the “gxnwing problem”? Super Wal-Mart will save YV rasidanta a
© . let of money on gas by not needing to drive down the hlll. This aleo cuts hack on . -

"~ polluotion: It will prudt.me mors. jobal Wa' 11 be. l:eeping onr. ravenua in our tcwnl It'll ba a:

‘huge: convenlencs, :
Welcnma Super Walwuartllll!lll!illl '

s W rasidant, : _
g Liaa Gutiam:az

R:AYUCI30\Graphics\DEIR\Rasponse_lo_CammenlsiLettar,_l.cdr (11/01/07)
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LSA ABRSOCIATER. ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUGCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSEE TDO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER I

Lisa Gutierrez

Response to Comment I-1: The comment regarding growth and reduced gas
consumption is noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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Jeaﬁnfa'l'-fhdbavi'g

From: ~ . ar@uecavalleyog
Sentt - Lo Tiesday, July 24, 2007 12:45 PM
To: : - Jeannla Lindberg e

. Subjsct: - S Super Wal-Mert EIR

Name: Leslis Sanchez

. OrganiZation:

Rddress: 61682 Onaga Trail
- Cdty: Joshua Tree . .
. State: California
o edpr B8 i DT
" Phoney 160-366-3B83. .. . .o
Eomails o i
" 'Commentas . RIS : . . : : o
. IT-feel that putting in. a SUPER WALMART is definitley not needed in thim community. What
. should have besn encouxaged is to have J.C.FENNEY mova and enlarge to a full seale Dept.. -
~ store, By putting.in a SUPER WALMART You will be putting many of the Existing grocery = -
workers out of work and possibly closing down 1 or'2 gropary storas. Will the SUPER -
- WALMART hire on thosa workers at their current wages and a guarantee in writing they will '
. honor their health ins. sgreement, not likely. Almaiin the future Yoces Valley needs. to - -
rodlina: certain businesses——MNo more Tattoo Parlors and Cigaretta shepatl: WE need to. .
. ‘srcourage good businesses that are healthy for ths communify and the ecencmy. Ross' Storea, ©
- Marshalls,Bath and Body shops and Pler Qne. are examplea of what should be-comlng up-here. - [ J-1

We.do nsed a few Big Box stores in the area.. The price of gas and-the commimity needs- - -
businesses. that offer benefits.  Not a .lot of growth but :a few things zc ws do not have to
go down the hill.We need to be greatly eoncetned. shout oux Natipnal Park and air‘guality.
 We feed - 1imlts but'a few more jobs in thia area are greatly needad. - I have ssarched for .
. work for 4 yesrs....Thank goodness I have a husband|!i} People I ‘telk ta want ta A ses - . . -
- aTarget or Hobls come. inkp the ares. They need te make & cartain amount to make 4t . -
“wviable to actually bulld the store and I do not see that yat up héete.  Ho to ‘SUBER: WALMART
@nd yes to other smaller storea that offer a decent benefif packagm. Alse. start. redlining
- fast food restaurants, we need eataries that offer healthisr foods,nlcer establishments. -

" Thank You: for: your £ime. Leslie Sanchez-—Joshua Trea:

R:AYUCII0\Eraphics\DEIRVRespunse_lo_CommentsiLetter_J.cdr {(11/0107)




LSA ASEOCIATES, INOG, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 2001 YUQCA VALLEY RETAIL S§PECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER J
Leslie Sanchez

Response to Comment J-1: As indicated in the DEIR, “although the grocery component
of the proposed project could result in sales diversions from existing food stores in the trade area, the
proposed project is unlikely to result in the closure of existing stores, because the sales per square
foot of the existing stores would still be above the regional median for supermarkets. The fact that
sales levels of the existing supermarkets will remain above regional median sales levels for

- supermarkets after development of the proposed project is a strong indicator that the existing
supermarkets are likely to be able to withstand a temporary sales diversion.” (DEIR p. 4.17-14)
Because the sales levels of existing stores are expected to recover as population growth in the trade
area creates new demand for grocery sales, business closures are not expected to occur.
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Jeann'ie' Lindberg

From: o elr@yucca—va!le y.0rg

Sent: _ . Tuesday, July 24, 2007 7:17 PM
To: . Jeannla Undberg _
;Suhsagt: : SuparWal-MartE!R

Name : -]’udy thman

‘Organlzation: USFWS: o

" Bddress:- 2493, Eorbnla Rnad Suita B
- Citys ‘Jentura

" Btatd:. CA.

Zip: 93003

‘Phanes aos~544—17ss
. E:“mail.- : .

Cummants H :

RAYUC330\Graphics\DEIR\Response_to_Commenls\Letiar_K.cdr {11/01/07)

on paga 4 4-—8 of tha Draft: EIR. tha ducument atates tha.t the desext turtuise recovery plan

waa adupted in 1994 by the Bursau of Land Management.
‘prfepared by the Desert Tortoise Recovery Team for the U 8. F;L.'sh and Wildlife Hervice
(Sarvice) and was. appravsd by the Service :Ln 1994. )

Please note that the rascovery plan - K.1




LSA ASBEDCIATES, INO. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 10408 YUBCCA VALLEY RETAIL SFECIFIC PLAN
. RESPONSBES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER K

Judy Hohman
Response to Comment K-1: The DEIR shall be revised to reflect the following changes:

“The Desert Tortoise Recovery Plan. This plan was prepared by the Desert Tortoise
Recovery Team for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services and was adopted in 1994 by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Services Burcau-af-Land-Manscomant—{BIM and covers an area of 6
million acres” (DEIR p.4.4-8).
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Jeannla Lmdberg

me- o g : alr@yucca—valleyo

Sent: Sunday, August 05, 2507 310 PM
Tos ' - Jeannis Lindbarg - .

: Subjact. 3 Super Wal-Mart EIR -

_Name- Kathlean Wahl _
Organization: | '
Addrass: 60386 ONRGA TRAIL
City: JOSHOR TREE . °© ..
- @tate: Californda’
- Zip: 92252-2928° . -
- - Phonai- j60-366-5393 R
“E-mails kathiewahl@rnadxunner cnm L
Comments: “t; _ R

:.I am’ in favur af the cuntinued gruwth cf tha hi—dasart. Busines: must be accanntable tn
‘gquitlelines to praserve the environment but this area. naeds availability of goods and

i ee:vices which tha Supa: Wal-mart could affer.

RAYUC330\Graphics\DEIR\Response_to_Commenis\Letter_L.cdr (11/01/07)
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LSA ASBOQIATES, ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT REFORT
MARCH 2008 YUOGCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER L
Kathleen Wahl

Response to Comment L-1: The comment regarding environmental responsibility and
need for goods and services is noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the
EIR.
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_ Jeannia Lindheri

From: . -~ - eir@YUcca-valla .arg

Sent: " Sunday, August 0§, 2!157 10:05 PM

To: : Jeannle Lindberg
_qujggt: T SuperWal-MaﬂElR

Nama' Bryan Nswman
Drganizatian._.j -
Addrags: = .
:  cdty:r Yucca Valley
. Btatsy Ca., -
zip- . H
Phaney <. .-
© o Bemally Nawman 74@msn cqm
'-Gamments. R : .

.;What a supexb jnhl an that is tqp ulaaa, tn say the leaat. T walcume Buper Wal—Mart with
‘open arms. YV nesds to pragresa not regress. Super Wal-Mart will indeed help my childten:

to estahlish their routa ‘hers. Too YV will become a nicer placa to live. My entirs family R

" and T truely support Supar Wnl~Mart caming to will

Phrilled. to have you,
Brayan Nawman :

R:AYUCI3\Graphics\DEIR\Response_to_Commentsiletier M.cdr {11/01/07)




L3A ASEOCIATES, INC. . FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARQH 2002 . YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES TO QOMMENTS

T RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER M

Bryan Newman

Response to Comment M-1: The comment regarding the project is noted and will be
considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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Jeannie Lindberg

From: o B air@yuéMallay.
Sent: ' Sunday, August 05, 2007 11:08 PM
To: . . Jeannle Lindherg -

-Subjéct: L SuperWal—MartElR

Name‘ Terry Spm.'rier _
Qrganization: -
. hddyass; 3600 Hanfnrd Ava.. .
" City: Yucca. Vallay
7 ' Btate: CAT :
. pip: 92264
~.. Phona: 760-228~ 5058 .
B Eﬁmail-'terrygspurrierlEraadrunner com
Cum:nauts. i

We' need this new Supar Wal—Mart gtors. Our atu:a is nld and out of date. Thia naw stnre .'f“ '
. would help enhanés tha guality of life for my family, myaelf énd. all citizen: of Yueces N-1
jValley. Pleasa apprnva this _plan. _

Thank ynu fur ynur cnnaidaration.

Ri\WYUC330\Graphics\DEIR\Response_to_CommeantsiLettar_N.cdr (11/4/07}



LBA ASSOCIATESE, ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARCH 2003 YUQCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIO PLAN
RESPONZES TO QOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER N

Terry Spurrier
Response to Comment N-1: The comment regarding an updated Wal-Mart is noted and
will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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L
i

\‘ ‘,_ o Departmerit.of'_‘i'.oxic :Sub'stan'ces _Contrdl' .

Maureen F, Gorsen, Dlréotor

'uﬁd:'s,Ad&rﬁs I _ .. 5798 Corparate Avenus
Seerpkry for IR Cypress, Oalifomla 90530 emor -

Environmantal Protstlion -
| qugqé,'t_':'a_. 2007 -

- Mr Torn Bast and Ml N:co!e Sauvlat Cnste .
" Town of Yucda Vatley : FR
" ‘Community Development Department
 ~'58928 Business Center Drive - )
g Yuoca Valley, Galifom:a 92254

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVI RONMENTAL EMPACT REPORT (EIR} FOR S
YUCCA VALLEY REI"AIL SF’ECIFIC F’LAN F’RDJECT (SCH# 2004071 127) I

| ;Deaer EestandMs SauviatCnste S B e B

' =No‘hce of Preparaﬁun ofa Supplamantal EIR for the abnve—mantlonad projact. The
_ following. project description Is stated in your document:® The Yucca Valley Retail: -
- - Speciflg Plan would provide daveiopmant regufatlons and design guidelihes resutting
N in & comimercial retail center oh the approximately 25,51-acre. project sits Iocated ot
- . the southeast comer of SR-62 (Twentynine Palms: nghWay) and Avalon Avenue...
- . The project as curently praposed ingludes 4 total of approximatsly-233,000. square Tk
" fegt of building area and a retention basin. cornprised of::A 229, Uuo-square foot majur SR
*Superceriter and gas station; A 4, 000-square foot fast-food restaurant with drive-—- -~
~through; A retention basin.,.The' propased project also include. the construction of off- :
' slte improvements, including street iImprovements, the installation of a water line, the .
) constructxan af storm drain structures and the mnstructlun uf catch basms and drain
_-pipes ' i _ LR

1) - -The EIR should fdentify the mechanism ’tu mihate any required investtgatlon EECRIE S
- -and/or remediation for any site that may be contaminated, and the- -government . '5:' o } 0

.., Agency to provide. appmprfate ragulatory oversight. If necessary. DTSC would S

T requlre an sersight agreemenit In. orderto review suc:h documents Please see

'nomment alnwﬁarmora Im'ormatmn L

2)" The project' constmc:ﬁon may requfre scul excavation or ﬁlling in coaln’ areas
- Sampling may be required.  If soll is: contammated tmust be proper!y dlsposed R
and not simply placed n another !ncation onsite. Land Dispusal Restrtctiuns R Y o ¥,

© @ Printed on Recyclad Paper

RAYUC3I0\Graphics\DEIR\Response_to,_CommentsiLelier O.cdr (11/01/07)



iMr. Tom Best and Ms. Nicola Sayviat Criste
August 2, 2007
Page 2

- (LDRs) may be applicable to such so:ts Alsa rftha pmject prupnsaa to impart

5ol to. backflll-the areas excavated, sampiing should be condueted o ansara that e

| the Impurted soll is frea of cantamlnatlon

_ -3) .. - lf during cansﬁucﬂcn!demcliﬂon of tha pro]ect me smi andlar gruundwater
.. . " containingtion is suspected, construction/demolition in the area wollld: cease
o and appmpnata health and safety pmcedurea shauld be Emplementad

4y :Envimstor (falmerly CalSites) is a database prirnar!ly uaed by the: Callforma '
" . . Depariment of Toxic Substances Contral, and is accessible through DTSC's
- webslte; DTSC canprovide guldante for cleanup aversight through an
. Environmental Oversight Agreement (EOA)for government agencies, or a
- Voluntary Cleanup Agresment (VCA) for private parties. For additional .

information on the EOA please see www. disc.ca. qovlSrtaCleanuprrownﬁalds. o

- . arcontact Maryam Tasnlf: Ahbasi DTSG s Voluntary Cleanup Cuordinator, at
o (714)484—5489foriheVCA. B e SR

SR | you have any quas’uans regardmg thls Ieﬁer, please cantact .-.
- Ms. Eilaen Khachatourians, PI‘C}jBGt Managar, at(714) 484—5349 or.

Greg Holmaa Ea o
Unit Chief: -~ "
Snutham Callfomia C!aanap Operatlons Branch Cypress Ofﬁca

cc: . Govamor’s Ofﬁca of Plannlng and Research
© . State Ciaaﬁnghausa ER A
P.O.Box3044 ' . :
Sacramento Galifamla 95312.-304-4 S ’

-CEQA Tracklng Centsr e
Department of Toxic Substances Cmntral .
Office of Environmantal Planning and Analysls
1001 | Street, 22™ Floor, M.S. 22:0
~Sacramento, Cafifomia 95814

CEQA# 1760

RAYUC330\Graphics\DEIRYResponsa_lo_Commenis\tetier_O.cdr (11/04/07)




LSA ASS5OQIATES. ING. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGQT REPORT
MARGCH 2008 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES TO OCOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER O
California Department of Toxic Substances Control

Respense to Comment O-1: The Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) prepared
for the proposed project included a review of local, State, and Federal regulatory hazardous material
databases, including (but not limited to) the National Priorities List (NPL) of Superfund Sites;
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System
(CERCLIS); Resource Conservation and Recovery Information System (RCRIS); Emergency
Response and Notification System (ERNS); California Hazardous Materials Incident Report System
(CHMIRS), Cal-Sites Database; Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites List (Cortese list); Leaking
Underground Storage Tank (LUST) Information System; and State landfills. Based on the ESA, the
project site is not included on any list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5. Furthermore, no reported hazardous materials or evidence of past hazardous
materials spills were observed on site during the ground reconnaissance conducted during preparation
of the ESA. Based on the database search and site investigation, the project site is not expected to be
contaminated. In the unlikely event that contamination is found on the site during grading activities,
the project would be required to adhere to all notification and reporting reguirements (see DEIR p.
4.7-5; DEIR Appendix J).

Response to Comment O-2: As indicated in the DEIR, *... no hazardous materials were
identified during the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment, the project site has never been
developed, and the visual inspection of immediately adjacent land uses did not reveal evidence of
storage tanks or the storage of hazardous materials.” (DEIR p.4.7-6) Therefore, the presence of
hazardous materials on-site (e.g., contaminated soils) is considered unlikely. However, as identified in
the Town of Yucca Valley Comprehensive General Plan, the Town, ... require{s] that disposal of all
hazardous materials and/or toxic waste is in compliance with existing Federal, State, and County
regulations.” (DEIR p.4.7-4) Therefore, all development in the Town is required to ensure that
exported and imported soils are free of contamination. However, in the unlikely event that
contaminated soil is encountered, the Town will require additional sampling to be conducted.

Response to Comment O-3: Please refer to Response to Comment O-2.

Response to Comment O-4: Please refer to Response to Comment O-1.
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'DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC wom(s R coug;p,;gg::,ggggggg';m°__

FLOOD CONTROL. SoLID WASTEHG!IT . SURVEYUR . TRANSPDRTATEGH BRI | .. SERVICESGROUP
azssnmlrdsmt » Sanaamanihn CA szﬂs-naas . (aaa} sar-sm R /A . PATRIOKJMEAD .
R e (909}337-8130 = % ..+ - Dieslorof PublaWorks -

"-'_'ﬁi_'Ju:yai 2007 - R R T (RS
S - . Fle#D[ENVI401
'-:-MrTumBest T SRR
" Ms. Nicole Sauviet Crista .
Sl Townof YuccaValley oo S L
_ :;_:__CummunityDavelnpmantnaparlment U T I e e
k) ';-586288uslne550entarDriva Ty e T R e
h g r'YuccaVa!an,CA 92284 T T U T O L
o RE NOTICE OFAVAILABIL[TY oF DRAFI'EER Foavuccavmev RETAIL SPECIFIG
Rl | . . 8

Daaer Best&Ms Crists. :;:-;-_':: "; : e : _ _ :
8 Thank you far glv{ng tha San Bemardino County Dapartment of Publin Works the uppuﬁunﬂy to
_ anmmant on the above-raferencsd prDchL : : .

g The foﬂow!ng are cnmments nr; your propnsal fmm our Trafﬂc Divisiun (Ed Petre R.E. 909-

______ : '331-3186) ‘
1 The traﬁic counts Includad wlth]n thls study are datsd Juna 2004 and do nat match F!gura:f S -*__F’,_,I
4,151, It looks llke cqunts wera rataken In 2008, but were not tncludad Inthls repurt. TR D M
“ :_'2'._;_The lntemaltrips caph:reg__fqr_me retall store seem: very high: . P I = X
.3, Table H~ “The fair shars ca!uu]atfon shall bB the fa[Iowing. F'rqlact Trips i/ (2030 vnlums +§§ i —.__715 3
L Epm]ecth’ips existing vq!_q_me) B
_4;._Bacause of the increass In cﬂnstructlun cost over tha paat few ysars. ﬂ'le Cuun!y uf Sem-E SR
. Bemardino has adoptad the fallowing lmprovamentmsts~ o s REE P4
" 'a, "To slgnallze an interesciion: $400,000.00 - :
h To nonsiruct a ﬂlrough !ana $289 720 OO o

; K MOLINA, SUpeleEng Plannsr .
Envimnmental Managemant Division

‘ FM mb!CEQA Cumments Yucca Valley Yucca Va[lay Ratall SP

BCS . Naresh Varma Chief Enwmnmenta! Managemant
VRO[MK Reading F]la - _ :
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FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
YUCQA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONEES TO COMMENTS

LSA ASBODIATES, ING.
MARQH 2002

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER P
County of San Bernardino, Department of Public Works

Response to Cornment P-1: The Traffic Study included in the DEIR used the 2005
counts as stated in the text of the Traffic Study. The 2004 traffic counts were part of the appendix to
the Traffic Study and will be replaced with the 2005 counts in the Final EIR. Since the Traffic Study
and, therefore, the DEIR traffic section were based on the 2005 counts, none of the conclusions or
analysis contained in either of these documents will change. Therefore, the replacement of the 2004
counts with the 2005 counts in the traffic appendix does not constitute mew and substantial
information (see DEIR Appendix M).

Response to Comment P-2: The Commentor’s opinion that “the internal trips captured
for the retail store seem very high” is noted and has been evaluated. The DEIR traffic analysis is
adequate regarding internal trips because the internal trips captured for the retail store were based,
correctly, on pass-by trip percentages from the ITE Trip Generation Handbook.

Response to Comment P-3: The Commentor’s information regarding the formula for the
fair-share calculation is recognized by the Town and will be considered as part of any action taken on
the project.

Response to Comment P-4; The Commentor’s information regarding the construction
cost for traffic improvements is recognized by the Town and will be considered as part of any action
taken on the project.
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Jeannie LindbergL

me. C Blr@yUcwualley nrg

Sent: - Wednesday, August 08, 2007 10 UOAM
To: - . . Jeaninle Lindbery - _
Sub_]ect: - Buper Wal-Mart EIR

_ Name Mazy Ann .
Organizatiaon::

dddraes: .
City: Yucca Valley o

_ B1:ata,r Cx .

S Phcmr:. ER

: E—mail-'mahrmhﬂruadrunner.. zom

Commsnta. : . NI

- - The: huilding nf a Walmart Supez: Center has heen bmught for discusaiun for the paas twa' 1
. Yyegrs. More J:equiremantu are placed on the bullding of. i:ha Bupar Center. ™ .
Everyday pauplu fxem Yucca. Valley, Joshua Tree and Tyénty Nina Palma traval ddwn ‘ta- the
lower desert ko ahnp. ‘In the fall and winter viaitc:r paaa thruugh Yuoca Valley. We are :
loosing the tax revanue to the lower desert. .. L
: We continne to bulld new homes, Evexry t:l.ma a naw home ia built that family will traval QA
. down' to- lawer desert “to shop... AR _ :
Wake Op.. We nesad the Super c.‘enter and. the tax ravanua. L ' e :
“The. Pown of Yudoa Vallay is going to grow. We -ara going to ueed moze fira,lan enfarcamﬂnt' “
" .and schodls. Property taxes alone will not kesp up with: ths growth. Wa need moxe ecamcnic,
" develapment.’ The Eluper Center is a start in the. right dirautinn.. .
'I‘hank Your w0 - S : :

v

i8
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LT

LAA ABSOQIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 2003 YUOOA YALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSBES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER Q

Mary Ann
Response to Comment Q-1: The comment regarding development in Yucca Valley is
noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.

RAYUC330\Final EIR\March 2008 versiomAppendix P Responses (o Comments.doc (03/2008) P-05



Jeannie L!ndberg

me. _ : air@wéc&valia y.org

Bent, = Wadnesday, August 08, 2007 1:47 PM
Tor. . - Jeannie Lindberg -

Sub]_a:_:t:_-- : : Super Wal-Mart EIR

Name. Jim Riley
Organdzation: -
Addrasas: 62327 Creatview Driva
. --Citys Jbshua Tree
- Btate: CA
Zip:- 92252 :
: Phuna‘-?ﬁﬂ—?ﬂlﬂaﬂla
E-mail: jimandsharun. rilay@att nat
._CQmmeuta--"

Thia grea badly neads ths Wal-Mart Supercanter. r hava thcrnughly reviewd tha EIR and it T

. appears that Wal-Mart. is bending over backward to mitigats any potential impacta. The fact | |
'is that this area ls poised to for an extraordinary population growth in the next 3-5 _-R’1
- years. That. grnwth alune will ‘causs mora noisa and. air quality issuea ‘then Wal—Mart will |

aever gene:ata.-; :

: As for increaaed trﬂffic daily t:ipa, I heliava ths EIR shauld hava takan iutu accnunt
- the'fact that the Supercenter will be located next ‘to the neW Home Depot, and- meny Homa L-R-2
. : Depot: shoppers will end wp shopping -at Wal-Msrt during ths ‘mams trip. That wnuld reduca e

'_tha numbar uf "naw" daily trips cnnsidarably.”” o A

: al—Mart B pricing atruatura is espenially favurahle tn folks ‘en & fixed/limited iuuome._”V
: Tbi: area will alwayﬁ hava a pupulatiun that leaua in that direction._. i _
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LSA ASBOCIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARCH 2a08 YUCOA VALLEY RETAIL BPEQIFIC PLAN
RESPONBER TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER R
Jim Riley

Response to Comment R-1: The comment regarding the adequacy of mitigation measures
is noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.

Response to Comment R-2: As indicated in the DEIR, “.., given that the proposed
project supports several related retail uses, it is expected that a certain number of trips will be
captured internally. For example, a patron to the major supercenter might also visit the fueling station
and the restaurant in the course of a single visit to the site. To account for this, a nominal 10 percent
internal {rip capture rate was used.” (DEIR p. 4.15-31) As indicated in DEIR Table 4.15.D, total site
internalized trips total 1,478. The DEIR also took into account pass-by trips that total 3,863 trips.
Subtracting internalized trips and pass-by trips from a daily trip total of 16,766, the total daily net
trips generated is 11,226 (DEIR p. 4.15-29). Therefore, the DEIR did take into account internal and
pass-by trips.
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Jeannle Lindbei:g-

From: 'elr@wcca-vallelrn :

Sent; . - : Thuraday, August 08, 2007 11:08 AM
Ta: - : " Jeannie Lindberg _
Suquc_t_:_.- E _ _Sup_erWal-Marl EIR

Name' Karan Par:ry

- ‘Organization: _
Addregs: 3118 Delgada Ave
City. Yucca Valle.y S

CBtate:s CR
2ip; 92284 . O
- Phones 763--364-3012
‘E-mallt itsearthma_ﬂyahdd.”cnm
3 Cmﬁntﬂ?- .' . L BT
_ -I am:. writing in responsa tn tha Walmart. EIR. I am strungly agai_nat tha g ar:store almart 7]
- for ¥ncca Valley as it will negatively impact alr quality as named dn thgpimpact rzpurt, . S 1

The . faek that ouf air guality is alrsady in thé negativa doasm't Justify adding to .
) in::reas:.ng +he nagative impact on alr guality and traffic, It dogs not hr.ing anything new'
. to. thia arsn as ‘wa alxaady hava a Walmart and many faud markats. _ '
There is a.lat uf mcmay baing lust :I.n ahcpping "clown tha hilin and fnr myualf and my many. : :
- mo-workars this is to stores such as, Trader Jofs, Target, Marshalla, DSW and Costco which 8.2
‘carry ltems NOT found up heras. You have a middle class up here who would shop mors in @ | .=
- Yueea-Valley were thare ‘to be more options nat Just incraaaing an already exiating o
_businas.s at tha expansa nf tha Env:l.mnmant. Sl : coireE T

o : negativnly impac:tﬂ oug ’i:own. X _ R _ ]_3'3
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LSA ASBQCIATES, INQ. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARGH 2Zoom YUOQGOQA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSEE TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER S
Karen Perry

Response to Comment S-1: Air quality impacts resulting from the proposed project are
discussed in DEIR section 4.3. As discussed therein, the project will result in significant and
unavoidable impacts from NOx and PM,g emissions occurring during construction activities and long-
term mobile emissions from additional vehicular trips generated by the project. The project will be
required to implement mitigation measures described in Section 4.3 of the DEIR,

Response to Comment S-2: The comment regarding alternative retail brands is noted and
will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.

Response to Comment S-3; As reflected on page 4.17-12 of the DEIR, the existing Wal-
Mart building is under contract for sale. The purchaser plans to redevelop the existing building for
multiple tenant use. The Urban Decay analysis included in Section 4.17 of the DEIR considered the
reuse of the existing Wal-Mart, concluding there is sufficient retail demand to support the reuse.
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Jeannle Lindberg

From: ' alr@yumca-vaﬂey org

Sentt . . ~ 'Thursday, August 09, 2007 ‘!2.40 PM

Tao: : “leannie Lindbarg .
Subject superWal-MartEm

'Nama. Christy Marshall .
-Organization:. Card Cunstructiun
Addresgs: E2676 Campanula 5t
.City: Joshua Tree. .
- 7 Btata: CA
- Zip: 92252 h _
' -Phone: 760-412-<1622 RN
Esmail:’ christymarshalla?.ﬂhatmail com ¢
Cmnmants- ) Do
I ant raally ezxcited abnnt the future growth of the Hi Dasert Mcre jﬂh uppurtunitiaa

" increases the guality of life for the pecpls of Yucoa and Joshua Traa. I’m m:nss:.nq my
fingars fur a naw BIE gym, an:! 8 cnupla more ::aatuz:anta‘ : :
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LBA ASBOCIATESN, INC, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAOT REPORT
MARQH 2004 YUOCQA VALLEY RETAIL SPECI¥IQ PLAN
RESPONEES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER T

Christy Marshall

Response to Comment T-1: The comment regarding growth in the Yucca Valley area is
noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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August 8, 2007

Tom Best and Nicole Sauviat Criste:

Town:of Yucca Valley Community Development Department
58928 Business Center Drive

Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Re: Yuoca Valley Retail Specific Plan (Walmart EIR).

-Ihave serious- corcems regardmg the Air Quahty Element of the drafLEIBMThaJ

consultanis prcpanng the EIR aIso had concerns which havenot been mitigated.

Istrongly nbjectto the Super WaImarthas Station/Fast Food propused project bécanss it
will further poison our already bad air. T would be totally irresponsible for the City
Council and Planning Cominission t6 approve this project.

Aceording to the Yucca Valley Gﬁnér_al plan:

All ﬂévéibg’ ment proposals brought before the Town will be reviewed for potential
adverse effects on air quahtv and will be required to. mxﬁgnte any s:gg;ﬁcan

impscts.

The region is currently designated as. “nnn-attamment” nnder State and federal.
ozone ambient air quality standards and alse under PM10 ambient sir quslity’
standards. The non-attainment: des;gnahons include n “severe-17" classrﬁcntmu for
federal ozone standards under the Clean Air Act (CAA), which means the regmn
must come into complmnce with federal uzune standards by November 15, 2007.

1. Qzone.. Description and Physical PrnpsrtxeS' Ozone is what is known as-a
p’hot'uchamlcal pallutant *Ozoné is not emitted directly into tlie atmosphere, ‘butis
“formedbya complex seties of chemical reactions between reactive organic gases
ROG), NOx, and sunhght ROG and NOx are'emitted fiom automabiles, |
solvents and fuel combustion, the saurces of which are mdaspraad.thmughout the
air basif. fn order to reduce ozone, it is necessary to control ¢ emisgions of these:
‘0zone Precursors; Slgmﬁcant ozone formation generally reqmres an adequate:
amount of precursors in the atmosphere and several hours in o stable atmosphere
with strong sunlight. A reduction of ozone precursors reduces ozane. Ozoneisa

regional pollutant that is generated over a large area and is- transported aiid spread.

by the wind. The conditions conducive to the formation of ozone include
extended penods of daylight (solax radiation) end hot temperatures. Thiese
conditions are prevalent diwing the summer: when thermal inversions are most

RAYULA30Graphics\DEIRResponse_to Commenls\Letier_U.cdr [11/08/07)
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likely to occur., Asatesult, summerbime cuudmons oflong parmds af daylight
and hot tempcrai:ures form ozone inthe greatest quantities. During the summer,
thermal inversions irap ozore from dlspersmg wvertically; an&hzgh concentrations
‘of this pollutant-are prevalent.

Health Eﬂ'ects Health effects of azone can include the follnwmg.
resplratory system irritation, reduction of ung capaclty, asthma
apgravation, inflammation and damage to lung cells, aggravated
cardiovascular dlsease, and permanent lung damage.

. The monitoring station nearest the project site that provides more complete dir
quality data is the Palm Sprmgs Fire Station; The Palm Springs Fire Station is
located in Riverside County. ‘The nearest air quahl}'momtonng statmn located in
San Bernardino County that monitors sulfur dioxide is'the Victurvi]]e station.

These readings are irrelevant as altitude and temperatures greatly affect
-these readings and there is a blg d:screpam:y between Palmy’ Sp.r:mgs,
Victorville and Yucca Valley.

'3, Vehicular trips associated with the proposed project would contributeto

cotigestion at intersections and along roadway segments in the project vicinity.
Localized air- quahty effects wonld ocenrwhen emissions from vehieular traffic
increase in local areas as & result of the. proposed project:

; I.ong—te:m diesel exhaust health sk aasessmentimpacts are those associated with
the praject-re]ated truck deliveries o the proposed project site: Tn order to predict
the impacts on human health by diesel-powered trucks hat will perform delivery

semces fm: the pro;ect, the fo]lowmg analyms has been performed.

“Table 4;3.,11 - Dehv_erv Truck Activity and Diesel Pariiculate Emmsions
' o | Houa | NesofHours.| No.ofDays. PMm Iﬂ]ing
_ . Ydling | perDay: | paneekihnt Emmisslon | . PMyp ;
| Deliveries. | per Dediveries: ‘Deliveries- . Facl'ur*  Emission:g- -
Truck Type perWsek | Defivery | ~Otear | Oeour - (gﬂﬂ')  rate (gfe) |
,smnarzm 1 e 05 12 & 0ia | 756806 |
Tah1e4.3 H—Delnfer'r TruckActwity nml]]leaell’arﬁculntg En'ussmns . N
Hours. Nn ofHours | New nEPays My |- Idlmg
5 Id(;mg “per Day perWeekfhat: Emirsion { “:I’I}I{n-:
Deliveries | per Pellyeries Deliveries |- Factor* | Emigsion
Truck Type- per Week | Dalivery | Oeeox ' Oeeox {(ghr) | raie(g/s)
Supemtarmi' ' 95 o 12 & 014 o
Gasstaﬁmtqo-aﬂ-z 10 a g | 01d o
gﬁo—mc‘hdehvaty 3 a 8. G 014 )
@i{f ' 6 7 56508
Toial I M hidcatn
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5. Long:term diese] exhaust health risk assessment impacts are those associated. with
project-related truck deliveries to the proposed project site. Impacts-onhuiman
health caused by project diesel-powered trucks performing deliveries to the
projéct site were assessed as follows. Diesel truck delivery emissions were.
characterized by esbmatmg the nuniber of deliveries by truck type: (2-axel light
and medium delivery trucks; o heavy-dity semi-trailer and fizel tanker trucks).
The idling times of the trucks were next estimated. Nearby sensitive receptors:
were then located and  screening level of analysxs conducied using the
SCREEN3 air dispersion model, Mu]hp]e screening scenarios were petformed at
a range of distances to assess'varying distances to residences. The simpler
screening analysis predicis concentrations at the nearby receptor assummgwmd

“:Lefter U

direction directly from the delivery area to the residence, resulting ina
conservative (over-estimation) estimate of carcinogenic and chromc inhalation.
health risks at the selected distances:

Health Effects: Some shori-terin (acute) effects of diesel exhaust mclude eye, nose,
throat and Iung irritation, couphs, headaches, hght—headedness, and nausea,. Diesel

exhanstisa major source of ambient particulate matter pol!uhnn a8 well, and

‘numerous studies have linked elevated particle levels in the air to increased hospital
_ndmlssmn, emergency room visits, asthma attacks, and premature deaths among:
those suffering from resplratnry problems (OEHHA 2002)

Sources: The main sources of DPM are mobile emissions from trucks onarea roadways,
trains and other machmary and pmcess that utilize diesel as a fizel,

-~ Level of Significance after Mitigation. Dasplta the above-stated measures;
potenha] impacts associated with NOx emissions from constriction equipment
exhaust, PM10 emissions from constriiction eqmpment exhaust and fugitive dust:
from ground disturbance activities, and VOC emissions from. apphcatmn of
architectural coatings remains slgmﬁca.ut and unavoidable,

Table 4.3.M ~Project Operational Emissions'

—U-5

i} _ _  Poltuinnts gb/day) -
Source co ROC . || NOx | 80y MG
Stationary Sources: Summer 43 ‘21 b a4t | 000 0.0
Vehivular Traffic: Summer 1,718 138 242 17 173
‘Subtatal Summer: 1729 6o 244 17 173
Stationary Sources: Winter 20 | 13 | 24 | 000 | 060
‘Vehicular Traffic; Winter 2,098 174 290 1.7 17
‘Subtam] Winter 2,100 16, | . 292 17 173
MDAQMD Threshold 548, | 131 137 137 B2
Exceeds Thicshold? Yes/Vert | Yes/Ves® Yes/¥es | -No/Ne- | Yes/Yes:

- — e PR .  emagn
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‘7. Level of Slgmﬁcance after Mitigation. . Although implementation.of the above
stated measures may reduce vehicle trips associated with the proposedpru;eci; it
is not pnssib_lc to quantify the reduction in the amourit of enissions that may
occur. Considering the volume of emissions estimated to b gerierated by the-
project and corrent comimuter hablts of rataﬂ customers; it is unlikely that the
nnplemeutahen of TDM measures.will result in a reduction of operational project
emissions to bslow MDAQMD: thresholds; No other mitigation measures have.
been identified to reduce the operational ernissions of CD . ROC, NOx; and PM10. U6

to a'less than significant Jevel.

Because the project site is located in a non-attainment air basm for crrtena
pollntarits, and in the absence. of mitigation measures that would reduce the
proposed project’s emission of contribution of CO, ROC, Nox and PM10 1o
below MDQAMD thresholds, putenha[ long-term air quahty impacts resultmg :
from the operation ofthe pmposed project will xémain sxgmﬁcant and
ingvoidable;.

Presuming the town of Yucca Valley wﬂl approve this project anyway, may [
offer 4 couple of suggestions to mitigate the afr pollution problem that this project:
will generate?

1, . TheTownof Yucoa Valley will post speed Timit signs on all dirt roads and.
enforce them., And.., eticourage the County of San Bemardino to do the
samein the unmcnrpnrated arens in-the Morongo Basin. This will reduce
the PM 10 particles in the air.

IL Have Walmart sponsor & public education program that shall:

a. Use billbosrds to

'b. Encourage people to report gross polluters - both passenger vehicles —U-7
and the inany diesel trucks that-use State Route 62 and 247

c. Promote the use of I-800-CUTSMOG: (1-800-288-7664) and. 1=
I-SOO-ENDSMOG (1 8{}0-363-7664)

T  Work with the California Highwayl’atml to encourdge ‘them to pull over
and cite unlicensed and gross polluter passenger vehicles and commercial.
valncles and make them part-of the enforcement process in cleamng our’

P.O.Box 1571
Joshua Tree, CA 92252,
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LEA ASSOQIATES, ING. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL 1MPACT REPORT
MARCH 2002 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER U

Melinda Hedley

Response to Comment U-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR, '

Response to Comment U-2: The Commentor is correct is stating that all development
proposals brought before the Town are to be reviewed for potential adverse effects on air quality and
will be required to mitigate any significant impacts. The DEIR has analyzed the various aspects of air
quality impacts including construction emissions (DEIR p. 4.3-35) and operational emissions (DEIR
p. 4.3-39). When an impact was identified for a particular topic, mitigation measures were provided to
reduce impacts to a less than significant level. However, despite implementation of the identified
mitigation measures, certain air quality issues such as short-term construction emissions and long-
term construction emissions would remain significant (DEIR p. 4.3-35 through p. 4.3-40).

Response to Comment U-3: There is no air quality monitoring station located in Yucca
Valley. The stations referenced in the DEIR do not uniformly monitor the same pollutants; therefore,
readings from the various stations were used to construct Table 4.3.A to identify a comprehensive
accounting of existing levels of emissions. In the absence of quantifiable local air quality readings,
the information provided represents a reasonable and a good faith effort of providing an analysis of
existing air quality in the project area.

Response to Comment U-4: While operation of the proposed project would contribute to
CO emissions at local intersections and along roadway segments, as detailed in Tables 4.3.F-G,
concentrations of CO would not exceed state or federal one- or eight-hour standards and impacts
would be less than significant,

Response to Comment U-5; As referenced by the Commentor, a Health Risk Assessment
has been included in the DEIR. As detailed in Table 4.3.J, even with twice the anticipated number and
frequency of truck deliveries, the carcinogenic inhalation health risk and chronic inhalation health
index are far below significant levels.

Response to Comment U-6: The Commentor summarizes the information cited in the
DEIR, yet does not raise any specific issue relative to the adequacy of the analysis contained in the
environmental document.

Response to Comment U-7: As stated in the DIER (p. 4.3-39), the proposed project will
be required to comply with fugitive dust suppression measures established by the Mojave Desert Air
Quality Management District (MDAQMD). The project proponent is neither required nor able to
implement fugitive dust and vehicular exhaust emission control measures on vehicles and property
not under its direct control. The Town recognizes the Commentor’s suggested mitigation, which will
be considered prior to any action taken on the proposed project.

RAYUC330\Final EIR\Murch 2008 version\Appendix P Responses to Comments.doe (03/2008) P-106



__-__._'l'homasA Best o PR .~ X8
- - Town of Yucca Valley Community Develop_ ., :
. 58928 Business Center Drive T R
o -‘{ucca"Valley, _Ca 92284 e 3;- R : PONTE TR R

l m writing in reference to the ari:icle ln the 'Hi-—Desert
= Star ‘concerning: the Wal-Mart ‘Supercenter. What' happened to
~ the General Plan? My husband, Donald Sachs, worked very hard -
with others when we incorporated intoa town to make a plan -
 that reflected the views of the residents." ‘The. most important T
- item was clean air. and water The second was ‘to maintain a
' rural community ' Pl . e L

Who wi ll monitor the wastewater treatment. plant? The
quality of our water has consistantly deteriorated With a:

| i:oo much development already

SR Have you studied the medical dangers of ozone and T
: 'particulate matter.that exceed standards? Over 500, 000 people L
‘‘dle each year in the U. S. i'rom particulate matter alone. People SRR
‘with respitory linesses, Tike myself, can't go nutside now R
because we exceed the standards. Do you feel it is okay to- o Lyg
destroy our alr with mare toxic pollutants? Do you realize the N N
‘health problems the people living here will suffer? We don't S

need this Wal-Mart enterprise. You won t be able to control the S

air pollution once the store is built

Does the city management want money 50 badly that they SR
will risk our health and lives? We don't care if Wal-Mart pays o Lvs
the city i"ees That won t change the damage done.. S
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Page Two _

_ Hy husband and i plus our friends and family, think the wal
Mart Office Depot and all around overdelopment of our rural" o
-~ community is a disgrace The General Plan gave you the
-~ guidance as to what the people wanted ~ frash, clean air and TN
- water and controlled low growth with a rura? environment. The R |
-city has betrayed us for extra revenue and private interests. Q.-i S VS
- Thank you for taking the time to read this The hea!th and a5
lives of many people living here are at stake. When we moved =
here seventeen years ago this was our paradise You are making_._}f
it 1nto hell : R ¥ _

Comie sachs

CS:cgs
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LSA AS5001ATES, ING. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 2002 YUQQA YALLEY RETAIL EPECIFIQ PLAN
RESPONBESE TO OOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER V

Donald and Connie Sachs

Response to Comment V-1: The project is designed to be consistent with the Yucca
Valley General Plan, as discussed on page 3-1 of the DEIR.

Response to Comment V-2: As indicated in the DEIR, “... the discharge of effluent is
regulated by the RWQCB pursuant to authority granted by the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control
Act. Through issuance of wastewater flow permits, the Colorado River Basin RWQCB prescribes
waste discharge requirements (WDRs) for all wastewater treatment systerns. WDRs will include
specific effluent limitations” (DEIR p.4.16-7). Additionally, the wastewater treatment plant must
comply with all regulations of the County of San Bernardino Department of Environmental Health.

Response to Comment V-3: Please refer to Response to Comment A-73. The
Commentor’s concern regarding water supply is noted. The DEIR on page 4.16-16 discusses water
supply and concludes that the project’s impact on water supply would be less than significant.

Response to Comment V-4: The DEIR discloses the health effects of air pollutants
(including ozone and particulate matter) within Section 4.3 (DEIR p.4.3-3 through p.4.3-7). The
Commentor states that air pollution will not be controlled once the store is built. The purpose of the
DEIR is to fully disclose impacts that would result from implementation of the proposed project. The
DEIR has disclosed that the emissions associated with stationary sources would be minimal when
compared to mobile source emissions. To the extent feasible, the DEIR has provided mitigation to
reduce impacts from mobile source emissions; however, even with the mitigation measures, it is not
possible to quantify the reduction in the amount of emissions that may occur (DEIR p.4.3-40). The
Commentor is partially correct in stating that air pollution will not be controlled once the store is built
as the MAQMD only has regulatory authority over stationary sources and not mobile sources. The
emissions that would come from the stationary sources (e.g., the building) would be regulated by
MAQMD; however, there is no agency that has the authority to regulate mobile source emissions
(e.g., customers’ cars). Because of this, the DEIR has identified that operational mobile source
emissions are significant and unavoidable.

Response to Comment V-5: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR.
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To: : Tum Be.st andeolu Smmat Cmte

58928 Busmesa Center Dnve,
. Ym Va.l]cy Cahﬁmnn 91‘284

 From: - GordonandMuamthtel _
S PO Box 2197 s
v IoshlmTree,CalzﬁrmiamSZ

Dm Angat 2 2007 |
5 Snb_[ect: Wnl-Mart swm

_'.i..Whﬂew::dolm.-.mJoahuaTme,wadnmnchnfuurshoppmnguccaVaﬂsymdmgay
'thstcwnmdcommnmtythmﬂwMgfeclmgsmthntaWabMaﬁSwamﬂarm _ :I—W-
-"_-mtneededandmanhmﬂyhmﬂmaﬁmsphamﬂmvmcy S LRI

. AWal-MaﬁSnpe:ccntarwonldaddnmsﬂygrocenes,ahxgagnsst&hnn,mda]mge : __-'
" restaurant, It seems to us that thers i3 no shortage at all of these types of businesses j SRR
currently in Yucca Valley. Suchahugedsvelupmanicouldmrtamlymusatheclosumof, o W2
. manymnﬂmbusmmwhchmmwmpporteﬂbywmﬁmtwahngtbmughthnmn e :
- asw:llaslonalremﬂems. R ;"" -

. Thgmgaofmpwaummpmmh_ﬂmha'mmmmﬁmeaLMﬁﬂm S
. addition to-other empty businesses, would not enhiance Yucea Valley's image. Huwlong o e wes
: hnstheoidKMmbeenempty?Rhasyutmbeom@wdmdopmﬁ:rhmmm Lo :

:.WlthnntamtywatertreatmenIplant,wacanonlyhnputhatastomofthemufaWnl-'--_ . ”_'W_4
Mnrtsupem@mwuuldmtahohmpmbhmsmthmon—sﬁewmtawammmm RERER R

: -.'ﬂuzdesuuchnnafsomany!nshuaTreesasWeﬂasﬂudestmcﬁ.mofsuchahugeareanfﬁ s Lwes
tha very desert environment that draws people to Live and viait in ot area fgmost. - - [ T

- disheartening. Add to this the volome of traffic st such a supercenter on the main road i - =]
-YuccaVaEcyandtbcmagawﬂlhwomthﬂof&nyblgcxtymlbnrbandmtofaspecml s '
- liigh desert town in the Mojave Desert of Californin. We all have chosento livehers -~ .~
.mthcrthnnmthnc:ﬁyﬁ:rthcqualﬂyofhﬁtbntthuareaoﬁhs,Watreamam'ulaanan L W
andbhnshm,wnnde:'ﬁﬂwﬂdhfeandumqueshnpaﬂeaseaﬂnwmtokeepthm e

P]easa IG_]GGt tlns pmjcct. It dow nut enhamu ﬂm commumty of Yucca. Vaﬂcy. :

LS
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LSA ABHDOIATES, [NUG., FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL [MPACT REPORT
MARCH 1002 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIO PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER W
Gordon and Miriam Zittel

Response to Comment W-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR.

Response to Comment W-2; The potential for the project to result in closure of other
businesses in the Town of Yucca Valley was analyzed in detail in Section 4.17 of the DEIR. Based on
market data collected for the proposed project, “... the area’s existing inventory of retail facilities is
not large enough to fuily serve the shopping demands of these residents and tourists. Because of a
lack of a full-scale shopping mall, residents and tourists travel to facilities in the Coachella Valley and
elsewhere for portions of their shopping needs. Consequently, Yucca Valley and other nearby
communities experience significant leakage of residential retail demand. Current leakage is
approximately $52.7 million per year, an amount that could support about 226,600 square feet of
additional retail space in Yucca Valley” (DEIR p.4.17-1). Accordingly, the DEIR concludes that there
is no potentially significant impact from the project.

Response to Comment W-3: As indicated in the DEIR, “... there are four small retail
vacancies in Yucca Valley (ranging from 1,200 to 2,200 square feet each for a total of 7,400 square
feet), resulting in an overall retail vacancy rate in Yucca Valley of 1.0 percent. This vacancy rate is an
extremely low rate by retail industry standards” (See DEIR p.4.17-1). This low vacancy level in the
Town has one major exception: the vacant Kmart building. As stated in the DEIR, the old Kmart
building was closed approximately three years ago, but “... is curmently being reconfigured for
multipie retail and office tenants ... given that this building is currently in transition, it is appropriate
to exclude it from the calculations when estimating Yucca Valley’s retail vacancy rates” (DEIR
p-4.17-5). Moreover, as indicated on page 4.17-12 of the DEIR, the existing Wal-Mart building is
under contract to a developer who intends on remodeling the existing building to accommodate
multiple retail tenant uses. Therefore, it is not likely the existing Wal-Mart will remain vacant
subsequent to approval of the proposed project.

Response to Comment W-4: The Commentor cites concerns about the potential for
problems with the on-site wastewater treatment plant, similar to the situation with the Applebee’s
wastewater treatment system in the Town. The Applebee’s wastewater treatment problems are
atypical as the Applebee’s system was a combination of a septic system with seepage pits with a
package plant installed after the septic system was put in. Based on discussions with the HDWD and
the RWQCB, the inclusion of a wastewater treatment package plant at the project site would provide
better treatment than a traditional septic system given the concerns about nitrate levels in the
groundwater. Therefore, the proposed wastewater treatment system is anticipated not to have the
same set of problems that are associated with the Applebee’s wastewater treatment system.

Response to Comment W-5; As indicated in the DEIR, *... there are a total of 129 Joshua
trees mapped within the project site. Of those 129 Joshua trees, approximately 92 trees were
determined to have potential to be translocated successfully. The remaining 37 trees were determined
to be unlikely to survive translocation” (DEIR p.4.4-11). This would indicate that the majority of the
Joshua trees on site would not be destroyed but replanted throughout the project site and Town.

Response to Comment W-6: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR.
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¥ DeatMr Bast, Pleasa letushnvaanewWal-Mart Snper ccnh:r Bvery hmewe gotoihaWnl—
. Mart 'we have now they are out of whatever we want, Our shopping is madcquatu forthe numbur
. of people who live here and if this is listed a5 good place to retire on National T.V, Theremll
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L8A ABSOQIATES, INGC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REFPORT
MARQH 2002 YUGCOA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER X

Lavane Gwartney

Response to Comment X-1: The comment regarding the need for development in Yucca
Valley is noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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| LetterY |

Jeannia Lindberg

From: elr@yucca-valley.org
Sent: Friday, August 10, 2007 9:03 AM
Tor . Jeannle Lindberg ;
Subject:’ Super Wal-Mart EIR

Name: Debra Magnuson
Organization:

Address: 56311 Pima Trail
City: ¥Yncca Valley

State: CA.

Zip: 92284

Phona: 760~666-7024
E-malls

Commentss

Regarding the Walmark EIR. ‘I am against the Buperstors Walmart for our town. The EIR says |

it will negatively impact aix quality. Please don't improve ancther project that kakes
away what used to be our beautiful skies. You probably remember them FIVE years ago.
Blue; with no sign of smog. Nor am T or my neighbors interested in negative traffic
impacts. If the store brought: something different to 'us that would be one thing. Peopla:
would be-more apt to keep dollars in our town “,'fhiﬂ was a Target or Trader Joes. = 7

Increasing an already existing business at the expense of the enviromment is just plain
foolish, If you want a higher tax bass, cater to the: middie/upper classes, ﬁejmegd},r '
have plenty for the bargain shoppers. It wouldn’t hurt to have ‘2 stronger architectiursl.
review/plan for the commercial district which is looks too much like s drive by town,
-rather than an inviting, interesting place to vimit. 0Old town merchants arm the
exception. Many thanks to Eric Muel ler who has a sense of style as.an owner and

landioxd..

14
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LSA ASSOQIATES, INC, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 1002 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONBES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER Y

Debra Magnuson

Response to Comient Y-1: Please refer to Response to Comment S-1. Potential air
quality impacts of the project are analyzed in Section 4.3 of the DEIR. Based on this analysis, the
DEIR concluded that the project would result in potentially significant construction and operational
emissions. Even after implementation of Mitigation Measures 4.3.1A and 4.3.2A, air quality impacts
will be significant and unavoidable,

Response to Comment Y-2: The proposed project’s impact on traffic conditions has been
addressed and analyzed in Section 4.15 of the DEIR. Implementation of mitigation measures within
DEIR Section 4.15 will reduce any potential significant impacts to a less than significant level. In
addition, in accordance with CMP procedures, the project will be responsible for contributing its fair
share toward the funding of future improvements.

Response to Comment Y-3: The comment regarding shopping opportunities for the
middle class and architectural design are noted and will be considered during the Town Council
review of the EIR.
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_ Jeanma Lindberg

From: B R e{r@yucca-valleyurg

" Sent: I Friday, August 10, 2007 12:04 F’M '

Tar. -Jeannie Lindbarg
Suh]ﬁ__c_b* - E _SUparWal-Mart EIR

. Bamei E‘.lizabath Wl.u.ta
. Qrganization:

- Addresas.... S
Ceity: Yucca Vallay
-"Eta‘te' A

- E-mails mawuitesmsn com-. B

c c::smesnts-i“i

- _I ‘am. oppnsad tu asny business that has- the putential of bauuming =3 mrmnnnly, I saw - B
: Walmart's "low" prides go up aftexr EMart went out of businesa. ﬂhat .has ouz tnwn uaunail
- dona tn encuurage buﬂinass from ather c:ampaniea" S o o e

If a Supm: Wa_‘lmart is not built, would . othar sturaa, like" Targat or ’.Erader Joe's ba
" likely-to-come here instead? I Hill at:l.lI. go- "duvm ths hill" ta. ahup at one8 ef thusu

*rathar than a Super Walmzu:t
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LSA AS50QCIATES, ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARGH 1008 YUCCA YALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONSESE TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER Z

Elizabeth Wuite

Response to Comment Z-1:
Town Council review of the EIR.

The comment is noted and will be considered during the
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' Jeannle Lindherg_

Frams = S Blr@yuwHaHay.om

Sent: ' Friday, August 10, 2007 12:33 PM
Tor . - Jeannle Lindberg .

Subjact: FERE Super Wal-Mart EIR-

_.Namé' suaan'hngarvarst”'
- .Organizations
" Addrepd: G820 cunajo ava
City: joshua tres =
. Btate: eca .
-Bipr 92252 Loy
‘Phone: : LT
E~mail: thahngie@vezizun,net e
Cummants. _.._Z- B

Sk 'I'ha infnrmatian i hava read onlina and in: the newspaper atatea that b huilding th.i.a huig
. Walmart wa will keep more money from sales hers in the basin. The regsun “1.shop: uutsing
-the Marongao is hecanas af the ‘Walmart. I go te Palm Desert, Appls Vallay, v1ctorvilla and -
such ‘othar areas becausa Walmart doas nat carry things that T 'want. .Tnstead of trying tn
enlarga the Walmazt to keep the money. fpent’ in our ares you showld: ba Looking for other- :

" storss to bring'in to the area.” Clothing stores, a large fahrie stora, a different uniun -AA-1
“Pood ‘store like Albertsona, Target, an ice cream shop, and. 8 miniture golf courae; T & . .| .

- would 1ove to shop whera i live but because of the choices i have no other option than to |\ °
.go shop- achevhers else,. I like tha fact that i 1ive in a rural area.. T don*t feelithat = |
‘wa, need .a giaut Walmart with & drive thru ‘food stand attdached in our ared, what wa need:’ 1&
more chDiOEB: more: variety 13 that we will want ‘to apand ouxr mnnay whara we'live. L
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LBA ABHOCIATES, ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 2002 YUCGCA YALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIC PLAN
ARESPONSES TO QOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER AA

Susan Hogervorst

Response to Comment AA-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the Town
Council review of the EIR.
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* ' Yucca Valley Community Development Department -~

~people in town. T see 1o long lines at the check-out. The parking lots are always availeble, T

" wonder if they will got there grocery stock from Chipa, as are most of thers goods, =

T.heyara propoamgaihstfoodmshzmntmthecnmplcx.Idon’tﬂnnkYuccaanlgynaedsany .-

- on'hold status, conld it be they arc waiting o seo if the town bas really growm that much. Tsee na -~ - [~ BB-2
.. mention ufthe-po_pul&ﬁon;’Withthe_alnmp'inhumti?s"a_l o

. some time, Tsc6 no reason for thi kind.of proposal.

. August 82007

mment o the Wel-Mart Supercenter project. T thirik the addition of aother grovery

™

store is surely not nceded. We.do all of our grocery shopping in Yucca Valley, as do most of the -

BB

es netion wide likely o continne for

' BugemeM.Daily - (J
.. 55912 DesertGoldDr. =
" Yucca Valley, Ca 92284
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LA ASBOCIATES, ING, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARQCH 2008 YUQCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEGIFIC PLAN
RESPONSBEE TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER BB

Eugene M. Daily
Response to Comment BB-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the Town

Council review of the EIR. Urban Decay was analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR, and the DEIR
concludes that there is no potentially significant impact from the project.

Response to Comment BB-2: The comment is noted and will bé considered during the Town
Council review of the EIR. Urban Decay was analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR, and the DEIR
concludes that there is no potentially significant impact from the project.
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Jaannie Lindberg

l‘-‘ram L  elr@yucca-valley.org ' _ S

Sent * : Monday, August 43, 2007554PM ' TP S
S Te: Jeannle Lindbery a T

Subj'qct;._ _ SuparWal-MartEiR

. ‘Nama- I.orraina Marina

:-.Organizatiun.. - L
Address: 58250 Sierra Viata

o Clty:- Yucca VM].ey

_.States CA - o _ -
Bips . 9284 FO ol _
o _'I?hcna--76ﬂ—355~5825 i
. Bemadil: Inrzaine marinu&marris c:nm :

: Cmmnenta.: B

e am absnlutely oppaaad tn thin prnjecrt. Thara S.s nathing Nalmart oan- put in that: wa dr.m't. i

: "alz:aady hava,. Thera is no need for this monstrous store,. The only reason ‘they hava iaiko oy C.Cr‘l
* put everyona slsa sut of business. Yucda should ba ericouraging small husiresses and x| T
thHm. town toward specialfy stores; tourism and nice rastaurants. We nesd a2 Targst and a . e
Tradar Joa' utl Yuccs. will naver maka 3.1: i i:hn haai: ycn: can bring' :Ln :I.B 3 annthar :

Walma::t{l
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LS5A ASSOCIATES. INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAOT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC FLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER CC
Lorraine Marino

Response to Comment CC-1: The Commentor’s concern regarding impact to other businesses is
noted; however, Urban Decay was analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR, and the DEIR concludes
that there is no potentially significant impact from the project.
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' Jeannle Llndberg '

Frnm. : e .Ei@yunna-valiay urg

Sentt - - Tuesday, August 14, 2007 11! 37 AM
TFo: -7 0 0 % Jesnnle Lindberg:

Suhjuct' .. . .- SuperWal-Mart ER

'Name. Kaith Scott -
Orgenization: . - v
Addreas: 58219 Delanu Tz.-l

. ¢lty: Yucea Valley

. Btaten CA . - - LT ' SR S e it
L Bips 922840 AR . S T R IS S e S
" Phonay : el : : e S Lo L
- E-maili nasispacificavarizun S
Com:uant:' R _
The dnuument needs to ba updntud witl_x respect to’ vacancy ratas now that the old | KHa_rt e AT
building 48 available Zor occupanuy. Ths RMart huilding is of siguificant enough slze and:l_ DD-1

o "would likaly affact tha analysis af vacancy rates..

io:
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L3A ASSOCIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REFORT
MARCH 2008 YUQQA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIC PLAN
RESPONBESE TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER DD
Keith Scott

Response to Comment DD-1: The issue of the vacant Kmart building is addressed in Section 4.17
of the DEIR. As indicated in the DEIR, “... there were four small retail vacancies in Yucca Valiey
(ranging from 1,200 to 2,200 square feet each for a total of 7,400 square feet), resulting in an overall
retail vacancy rate in Yucca Valiey of 1.0 percent. This vacancy rate is an extremely low rate by retail
industry standards” (see DEIR p.4.17-1). This low vacancy level in the Town has one major
exception: the vacant Kmart building. As stated in the DEIR, the old Kmart building was closed
approximately three years ago, but “... is currently being reconfigured for multiple retail and office
tenants ... given that this building is currently in transition, it is appropriate to exclude it from the
calculations when estimating Yucca Valley’s retail vacancy rates” (DEIR p.4.17-5). Accordingly, the
issue of the vacant Kmart building has been addressed.

RAYUC330\Final EIRWarch 2008 versiom\Appendix P Responses (o Comments.doc (03/2008) P-1235



DEI‘ARTMENT OF TRANSPORTA'I’ION
. DIVISION OF ABRONATTICS - MS#40
_ 1130MSTREET . ST
. POHOXO428TA o
: _,mcn.«mo g_'a 94273_0091

o leEa

e of _ : . A (F ) San e
' _"Fonn7460—lmavailable:0n fins &t ot

_.Land nae prm:nceu that attzact or austam hnzardous wxldhfc populah :
- significantly § increase th the putamml for wlldlife-mmﬁ colligions.

the vicinity oF an sirport. FAA Advisary Clrcitlar 150/5200-334 mﬁﬂed%.'riazs'mbun'wlmjnfa g A
' Attractants: onorNaarAirporta"addmsaaa thiese issues.: Furfuxthermfomaﬁou,plessercf totthAA“ EE
- website hup.f/midhfc-mihgaﬁom tc.fan.guvlpnbhc_hnnll' ndax htrnl. o , SN

) 'These comuments reflect thie frea afcnncam to the Dmamn with respect to mrpmt—ml_a_tad_ noise. and o
“safety impacts mdmgmnnl alrport land use planming issues. We advise: ynu m noutact our Ca]mms s

: st:rict 8 ofﬁce in San Bemnrdmo ctmcezmng surfacs. m:pomnun lssuas

- LEES

' ':'::' : C'aln'amirnpmvumnbilrtymonc‘nltﬁ:m!a
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M. Tom .Ecst and Ms Nicn]e. Sauviat Cdsta

August 7, 2007 B .

- Thaukyou ﬂ:n: tho oppamlmty o rcvxew and commant co thm proposal Ifyou have auy qucstinns, -
pleaseca!]mcat(916}l554-5314 PR SRR L I

Commampey 0 L Tt

" SANDY HESNARD T

. Avinrlnn anironmﬁnta't Specmhst

Siam'mcmn@ousa,Yu:caVallayAirpurt o

“Caltyans tprober mobiiy nerass Colifornic®
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L8A ABBOCIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
MARCH 1008 YUOCA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIQ PLAN
RESFONSES TO QOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER EE
State of California Department of Transportation, Division of Aeronautics

Response to Comment EE-1:  As stated in the DEIR, “...according to the Airport Comprehensive
Land Use Plan for the Yucca Valley Airport, the proposed project is located within Safety Review
Area 3. Safety Review Area 3 has the lowest exposure to aircraft operations and the lowest potential
to be impacted by aviation related hazards. Safety Review Area 3 reflects reduced exposure to aircraft
operations and aviation hazards, Commercial land use wnthm this area is compatible with the alrport 5
activities.” (DEIR p. 4.7-7) -

Per CEQA Guidelines Section 15207, “...any public agency or person who is consulted with regard to
an EIR or negative declaration fails to comment within a reasonable time as specified by the lead
agency, it shall be assumed, absent a request for a specific extension of time, that such an agency or
person has no comment to make.” The Yucca Valley Airport District was included on the agency list
that received a notice of availability for the DEIR, which included a description of the proposed
project, the location of the project, significant effects discussed in the DEIR, and areas where a copy
of the DEIR was available. The Yucca Valley Airport District has not submitted or provided
comments related to this project; therefore, it reasonable to conclude that the Yucca Valley Airport
District has no comment on the proposed project.

Response to Comment EE-2: The DEIR shall be revised to include the following language:

“Due to the low probability of aviation hazards occurring within Safety Review Area 3 and
the compatibility of land uses of the project with airport activities, the impacts associated
with aviation safety hazards are considered to be less than significant. (DEIR p.4.7-7.)
Although the proposed project is compatible with airport activities and would result in a low
probability of aviation hazards, the proposed project is required to submit a Notice of
Proposed Construction or Alteration (Form 7460-1) to the Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) in accordance with Federal Aviation Regulation, Part 77 “Objects Affecting
Navigable Airspace.”

This is not significant and substantial new information and would not require the recirculation of the
DEIR as the conclusions made in the DEIR remain unchanged.

Response to Comment EE-3: As indicated in the DEIR, “... the on-site treatment system will
consist of a package plant or underground treatment system which involves several chambers and
pumps. ... [treated] effluent will then be pumped to five seepage pits ... located underneath the
northeast corner of the project parking lot” (DEIR p.4.16-7). Since the proposed on-site treatment
system would be underground, it is not likely to attract or sustain wildlife populations; therefore, no
increased incidence of wildlife-aircraft collisions would occur.
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~-_ ‘LEAVE this area the very thlng which gives it character and attractinn in: the first
}place! IF you want ‘taxhravenues then put. a. tnllbmoth on_either edge. of the ‘hasin so0,. that.
-~ yigitors and strangers must pay your buunty oF" mnney but LEAVE thia: area g ] amhlance BLDNB'

Jeannie Lindberg

From: . elr@yunca-valley.org

Sent:. ‘Thursday, August 16, 2007 7:04 PM
S Tow “Jeaninle Lindberg

‘Stbject: | Super Wal-Mart EIR

Name: Baxbara Renton

Grganlzatlnn. Mnrungn Hasin Propezty Association
Bddress: 828 Delgada Ave

City: Yucca Valley

Stata: CA

le 92284 ]

PHone: 760-364-4210

E-mail: nessif2000@yahdo. ‘com

Camments.

1wentyn1na Palms nghway used to be the most supexb of secenig routes of anywhera L'd sgan
before. But now. there is & hideous ‘Home Depot block_ng my view of the mountains to ths — FF-1
West: and once the parking ipts get their tement ‘poured and parking 11ght5 put up, I Wwon't __|
be:. abls to ses the Milky Way go over: my house every might a few miles outside of tpwn due

t6 the incieased llght pollution. The traffic will ‘be 1ncraased, cay: poll utlun, noises L FF-4

from: semi trncks gnlng back and’ forth and any aethetic quality'thls'town ‘once had will be.
dest;oyadl —
IF 'a 'Super’ Wal-Mart is allowed to installed here-— another Big Box store? It will be
llke sticking screwdrivers in'my eyss because you wzll have taken away the beauty of this
area: and: replaced it with _your Tgo-galled' iax rev1nues and supposed new jobs? NOTHING — FF~3
replaces the qulet ared of superb heauty here 'and is: WHY mavad ‘here ten years ago for my
health and my nerves! -
If new residents want this increasad populatlnn, noise & pollut don, let then move to _j
Los Angeles or Victoryillé! Let them move to Coachella Valley where it takes an hour to
drive twenty miles awayl L FF-¢
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LSA ASBOQCIATES, INCG, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT REPORT
MARCH 2002 YUQUA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIF1IO0 PLAN
RESPONSES TTO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER FF
Barbara Renton

Response to Comment FF-1: The DEIR assessed project-specific aesthetic impacts through the
inclusion of view simulations provided an approximation of what views to the site would be
subsequent to the development of the proposed on-site uses. Though the proposed project would
partially obstruct views of hillsides in the project vicinity, these views would not be entirely
obstructed. The DEIR included a discussion of potential impacts associated with the introduction of
lighting sources. Mitigation measures identified in the DEIR, based on the Town's Ordinance 90
(Regulations for Outdoor Lighting and Night Sky Protection), reduced impacts associated with this
issue to a less than significant level.

Response to Comment FF-2: The DEIR includes a detailed and reasonable analysis of the air
quality (Section 4.3), traffic (Section 4.15), and aesthetic (Section 4.1) impacts that may result from
the construction and operation of the proposed on-site uses. Where appropriate, mitigation has been
identified to lessen the effect of the identified environmental impacts.

Response to Comment FF-3:  As stated in earlier responses to comments, the environmental effects
that would result from the construction and operation of the proposed on-site uses have been
reasonably addressed in the DEIR.

Response io Comment FF-4:  As stated in the DEIR (p 3-12), the objectives of the proposed project
include the provision of development consistent with the Town’s General Plan; the development of
tax-generating uses; the provision of additional and convenient shopping opportunities for area
residents; and the provision of additional local employment opportunities. The severity of any impact
not reduced to below a level of significance must be balanced against the benefits the Town and its
citizens would derive from the proposed project. After implementation of the mitigation identified in
the DEIR, development of the proposed project would result in shori-term construction-related air
quality and noise impacts, and long-term and cumulative operational air quality impacts. As required
under CEQA, when the impacts remain significant (despite the implementation of mitigation), the
Town must adopt a Statement of Overriding Considerations, detailing how the benefits of the project
outweigh any unmitigated significant environmental impact.
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Jaannie Llndherg

Fram. .- G elr@yucca—vaﬂay u

Sent; . - . Thursday, August 18 2007 10,08 PM
Tor - "~ Jeannis Lindberg

Subjai:t:_ L . : Supar Wal-Mart EIR

'Name' Jane & E’layd Humphries
- 'Organization: S
- Address: B0 Box 1642
City: Yucca Vallay
. Btate: . : S
2ips. 92255 -
© i Phonés 760 365 7593 -
R _E-mail. jhspirit@email com

. ;Z:j;t uauld be a grava mistake tn muva :Eorward with tha Supa:r: Wal-Mart, Re’ tha E.LR ha

S ;‘g\%d gieatlyddimmmg t}t;e aﬁn qualﬁy in the area, Also, the Towa's mfraam«ztura sl;cwg,
“wog e atressed past the breaking point £rom the added traffiu affactin b

providers such an palica and fi.:a departments. ' g 391‘3 Eﬂﬂiﬂa

Lo
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LSA ASBOQIATES. INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAOT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUGCCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIQ FLAN
REBPONSES TO OOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER GG

Jane and Floyd Humphries

Response to Comment GG-1: The commentor regarding air quality is noted and will be considered
before any action is taken on this project. Air quality, as previously discussed in Response to
Comment S-1, is analyzed in Section 4.3 of the DEIR.

Potential traffic impacts of the project were addressed and analyzed in Section 4.15 of the DEIR. As
stated in Section 4.15 of the DEIR, implementation of the identified mitigation measures would
reduce any potential significant traffic-related impacts to a less than significant level. In addition, in
accordance with CMP procedures, the project will be responsible for contributing its fair share toward
the funding of future improvements.

Impacts related to the provision of public services have been addressed and analyzed in Section 4.13
of the DEIR. In addition, the required payment of fees by the proposed project will provide police and
fire agencies serving the area with funds required for new staffing and equipment to respond to
increased demand.
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LSA ABAOCIATES, INC, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUCCA VALLEY RETAIL 3PECIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES TO UOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER HH
Beatrice Roth

Response to Comment HH-1: Impacts associated with air and water quality were discussed in
detail in Sections 4.3 and 4.8 of the DEIR. The discussion in the DEIR identified existing conditions,
existing regulations and policies, thresholds against which the impact associated with the proposed
project was measured, and an identification of impacts determined to be significant. Where significant
impacts were identified, the DEIR provided mitigation to reduce the effect of the impact.

Response to Comment HH-2: In the discussion of each environmental issue, the DEIR identified
those General Plan policies relevant to the topic discussed. These policies were typically provided in
a subsection of each impact evaluation titled “Existing Policies and Regulation.” The DEIR fully
utilized established General Plan policies and Town requirements in the discussion of the
environmental effects that may result from the construction and operation of the proposed on-site
uses.

Response to Comment HH-3: The comment is noted and will be considered during the Town
Council review of the EIR.
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Jeannie I..mdbel_'gL
From: R ‘alr@yucca-valley.org .
. Sent:, ' - Balurday, August 18, 2007 3:43 F‘M
To:r ~ Jeannle Lindberg . -
: Suhject‘ Ce SuparWal-Mart EIR
Name: PAUL

| Organization: Reaident
Bddress: MILLER -
- gdty: Yooos VAI:LE‘.Y
© Biateé: CA .
. Zipy 92284 .
-Phane: 365-516% s
E-~mail: ldijS@msn com - - -
Cnmmenta i R

This project is a must.far Yucca Valley to keep this ncmmnnity'u wtu-date and cumpeti
The ameunt of tax dollars driving down the hill is ontragous. o tive
cqmmunity vibrant., Let's start tha Wal-ﬂa:t Supercentar prnjeut SO0,
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L3A ASROOQIATES, INC, FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAGT REFORT
MARGH 2008 YUCOA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONSES 'O OOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER II

Paul Miller

Response to Comment I1-1: The comment regarding Yucca Valley businesses is noted
and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.
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Jeannie Lindherg

From: - elr@yucca-valiey.org

Senk - Sunday, August 19. 2007 716 AM
To: Jeannie Lindberg

Sub}act: Super Wal-Mart EIR

Hame: Batsy Goza
Organization:

Addresa: PO Box: 713
City: Yucca Valley
Statay CR. .

Bip: 82286 .-

Bhignaz; S

F-maile goza@varizan.nat
C!ammenta. ’

' Ditto the cormants, of Dodga, Bergex. and gacks. ‘This cmﬁnity.dasa; NOT need a Super'-ﬁéi-:-: o I— :JJ-1:
Mark. ' . . S - s
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L5A ASBOCQIATES, {NQ, FINAL ENVIRBONMENTAL IMPAGT REPORT
MARCH 2000 YUGCA VALLEY RETAIL SPEQIFIQ PLAN
RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER JJ

Betsy Goza

Response to Comment JJ-1: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR.
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Jeannie Lindﬁerg'

From: = . - .elr@yur:u-vallsyurg -
Sent: - - _ Sunday, August 18, 2007 3:47 PM
oz - . .Jeannle Lindbarg

Subject: . - --SuparWa!—Ma_rtElR

" Name: Théfﬂéa:ﬁulonﬁ

Organdzatdon:. =
Rddresg: 2015 Yellow Knife Rnad
City: Yncca Vallay

SBtates CA
~Elps 92284
Phona: ".'50-3 64-—3303
-ZE—mail. :
“Cummants.

‘Our desert is baing davcured by "big buaznaaa.,,'  f.f'f§ '-:  ;‘“-:%j”f ~_.H.

e nur rnads ara mora conjested. Our air quality is daturiating. . aT
Tha Walnart wa have is: tog much, Please don'k aall What's left nf tha *town" and xt'a )

inHabitants to the not. LLE "Buper Walmart a
Tharaaa Bulnna R R
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LSA ASBOCIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL [MPACT REPORT
HMARCH 2008 YUGOA VALLEY RETAIL EPEGIFIC PLAN
RESPONEES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER KK
Theresa Bulone

Response to Comment KK-1: Urban Decay was analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR, and the
DEIR concludes that there is no potentially significant impact from the project.

Response to Comment KK-2: Traffic was addressed and analyzed in Section 4.15 of the DEIR. As
discussed in Responses to Comments Y-2 and GG-2, implementation of mitigation measures
described in Section 4.15 will reduce any potential significant impacts to a less than significant level.
As indicated in Responses to Comments S-1 and Y-1, potential traffic impacts resulting from
implementation of the project are analyzed in Section 4.3 of the DEIR.
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To: Tom Best and Nicole Sauviat Criste
: Town of Yucea Valley Community Development Department

‘58928 Business Center Drive,
Yuicea Vailey, California 92284

From: David Dodge
P.0O. Box 2092
Joshua Tree, California 92252

‘Date; August 16, 2007
Subject; Wal-Mart Supercenter

While I do live in [ oshua Tree, 1 spend a lot of ime in Yucc:a Valley and enjoy the |
town and community there: My strong feelings are that'a Wal-Mart Supercenteris  LL-
not needed and will harm the'atmosphere of Yucca Valley. _
A Wal—MaIt Superceriter would add mostly groceries, a huge gas station, ancl a Iargaj
restairant, There is no shortage at all of these types of businesses curreutly i1k
Yucca Valley, Such a huge deve.lt::pment could certamly cause the closure of many [~LL-2
smiatler brisinesses which arée now: supported by visitors traveling through the area
as well as local residents. - . .

The destruction Gf s0:many Joshua Trees as well as the, destruction of such abuge "]

area of the' Very desert: enviropment that draws people to live and visit in our area: | LL-3
is’ mast chsheartenmg Add to. this the volume of traffic at such 4 supercenter on the |
main toad in‘Yucca Valley and the image will, become that of any big city suburb:-

and not of a special high- desert town in the Mojave Desert of Callforma. , —LL-4

Fma]ly the adchuonal traffic drawn frony ail over the Basm Will' further degrade the
air quality already at risk in'the High Desert, not to mention the light pollution
from the massive paz:kmg lot. We 4ll have chosen to live here rather than in the mty
for the. quahty of life that the area offers. We treéasure gur clean air and blue skies —LL-5
wonderful wﬂd]:fe and unique shops: Please allow us to keep then.

Please reject this project, It doés ndt enharice the commiunity of Yiitca Valley:. }LL-s
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L8A ASSDOIATES, INC. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPAQT REPORT
MARCH 1008 YUCCA YALLEY RETAIL 8PECIFIC PLAN
REBFPONSES TO UOMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER LL

David Dodge

Response to Comment Letter LL-1: The comment regarding the atmosphere of Yucca Valley is
noted and will be considered during the Town Council review of the EIR.

Response to Comment Letter LL-2: The project’s potential to resuit in a significant urban decay
impact is analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR. Based on market data collected during the
preparation of the project-specific market analysis, “... the area’s existing inventory of retail facilities
is not large enough to fully serve the shopping demands of these residents and tourists. Because of a
lack of a full-scale shopping mall, residents and tourists travel to facilities in the Coachella Valley and
elsewhere for portions of their shopping needs. Consequently, Yucca Valiey and other nearby
communities experience significant leakage of residential retail demand. Current leakage is
approximately $52.7 million per year, an amount that could support about 226,600 square feet of
additional retail space in Yucca Valley” (DEIR p.4.17-1). Accordingly, the proposed project will not
result in a significant urban decay impact.

Response to Comment Letter LL-3: Please refer to Response to Comment A-51. The project will
be required to comply with Town Ordinance 140 “Native Plant Protection and Management
Ordinance.” As indicated in the DEIR, “... there are a total of 129 Joshua trees mapped within the
project site. Of those 129 Joshua trees, approximately 92 trees were determined to have potential to
be translocated successfully. The remaining 37 trees were determined to be unlikely to survive
translocation™ (DEIR p.4.4-11). Accordingly, contrary to Commentator’s assertions, compliance with
the Town’s Native Plant Protection and Management Ordinance will result in the preservation of the
Joshua trees identified as suitable for either incorporation into the site or relocation.

Response to Comment Letter LL-4: Traffic impacts related to the proposed project were
addressed and analyzed in Section 4.15 of the DEIR. As discussed in Responses to Comments Y-2
and GG-2, implementation of mitigation measures described in Section 4.15 will reduce any potentla}
significant impacts to a less than significant level.

Response to Comment Letter LL-5: The DEIR states, “... in spite of reduction of lighting
impacts provided in the Yucca Valley Retail Specific Plan, development of the project site would
introduce into the area a new source of nighttire light and ... could create a potentially significant
impact from spillover light toward the adjacent properties to the east and south” (DEIR p. 4.1-19).
However, the DEIR also provides mitigation measures (Mitigation Measures 4.1.1A through 4.1.1C)
in addition to requirements contained in the Town’s applicable ordinances. Implementation of these
identified mitigation measures would ensure that there would be no spillover light from on-site
lighting.

Response to Comment Letter LL-6: The comment is noted and will be considered during the
Town Council review of the EIR.
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| Alex S. & Gladys R. Kovaleff
9574 Black Rock Canyon Road, Yucca Valley, G4
760-365-5513, fax-365-4474, <kovalefiA@aol.¥3
August, 18*, 2007 X

"i'i:m Best and Nicole Sauviat Criste
Town of Yucea Valley Community Develnpment Department
58928 Business Center Drive; Yucca Vailey, Ca. 32284

We are agamst the “Walmart Supercenter”, beling built in Yucca
Valley.. What we have now, i$ a big enough mess. We don’t need more
small businesses, being driven out of town. We don’t need anymore
pollution, and plastic, blown ali over the desert.

There :s_n’i: much that has happened, fo assist the residents of
Yiicca Valley, since incorporation. it first looked Jike incorporation
might be beneficial, but it only tumed out, beneficial, for a select few,
by turning this once nice town, intoa ghatto.

Even the city Manager mentioned the other pight, how without a
wastewater treatment plant Yucca Valley, is “Losing Business” A
government of the pecple, by the people, and for the people; should
NOT be. thinlting about losmg business; but making this Towns a beiter M-
‘place to live.

All the Pelicans want, is what goes into their pockets. The
Council and Planning Commission, are their puppets.

I “City. Fathers”, could make a buck off of repairing some of our
roads; that have not been touched since incorporation, it would
probably happen..

The disgrace of Black Rock Canyon Road, the entrance to the
National Park Campground, is an examp!e of Yucca Valleys
Government. Visitors Get a Good Idea of what kind of a Town, Yucca
Valiey is. Is been horrible, over 18 years,

‘The trash, that blows areund Yucca Valley,; makes it look equal to
other poorly run areas, like Lake Los Angeles, Adelanto, and Desert

Hot Springs. - v

RAYUCII0WGraphics\DEIR\Response_lo_CommentsilLatiar_MM,cdr {10/31/07)



Instead of working on new stuff, why doesn’t the City Goi.remment"try
to clean up the old messes? We have junkyard nelghhors, that the c:ty
says they can’t do anything w:th. Ara these residences; or d:spnsal
sites? If the City can’t do anything with our messes, Why do we need
an mcorporated clty? The onty folks that need a city, are the people
who can’t make a living, being productive.

Why did only I:‘:ity Officials, and Pelicans, get the asphalt curbs, to.
keep water and mud from their property?

Watching most City employees work, we see an efficiency of
about 0, with no one caring. whether much gets done. Are these
employees; relatives and friends, of out Town 4l paders™?

We, like many. Yuceca Valley residents; are sick of this Government,
only showing small inexpensive items, as benefits to the citizens. _ MM-1

Viore & moare Towns are re;ectmg Walmarts. We admire the
govermments of these towns; using good sense, and not greed. .

Quit hiring every local incompetent ]erk, 1o keep your buddies
working. Hire only The Bést——A gnod example of this crummy work
is the horrible concrete swales, rel:enﬂy instal!ed by total
mcumpetenca, on Joshua Lane. The Town, had to lower the speed
fimit, to make em drivable. if you want to see good swaies, g0 thru the
Nat. Park. We need to use maore peaple that know what they are doing,
not the good old boys.

We say NO, to Walmart; and maore tract shacks. Lets give Yucca
Valiey, some “Class™ Its pretty bad, when you are ashamed, to bring
your friends, here. A Walmart Supercenter, will only make it worse. a

Alex Kovaleff

Gladys Kovaleff_
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LBA ASSOUIATES, ING. FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL INPACT REPORT
MARCH 2008 YUGOA VALLEY RETAIL SPECIFIC PLAN
RESPONBES TO COMMENTS

RESPONSE TO THE DRAFT EIR, COMMENT LETTER MM

Alex and Gladys Kovaleff

Response to Comment Letter MM-1: Urban Decay was analyzed in Section 4.17 of the DEIR, and
the DEIR concludes that there is no potentially significant impact from the project.
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