Town of Yucca Valley
General Plan

TOWN OF YUCCA VALLEY

LOMPREHENSIVE GENERAL PLAN

CHAPTER VI

PUBLIC SERVICES AND FACILITIES

This chapter of the General Plan addresses the public services and facilities needed to support development
in the Town of Yucca Valley. General Plan elements found in this chapter that discuss these services and
facilittes include Fire and Police Protection, Schools and Libraries, Emergency Preparedness and Health
Services, Public Buildings, Facilities and Utilities, Arts, Culture and Humanities Elements. The levels of
service needed for residential, commercial and industrial development is directly related to the intensity of
developmeni in the community. The economic life of the Town is tied to the level of services, the types and
intensittes of land use, and the levels of demand for services and revenue generating potential of urbanizing
areas.
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FIRE AND POLICE PROTECTION ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Fire and Police Protection Element is to
coordinate the planning of the community with the demand
for and availability of fire and police protection services. It is
the intention of this Element to define existing fire and police
protection services and to identify the agencies which provide
these services. The Element also provides policies and
programs which, through implementation, are essential in the
continued provision of adequate police & fire protection
services to all members of the growing cormumunity.

BACKGROUND

The Fire and Police Protection Element is directly related to
the type and intensity of land uses established in the Land
Use Element, the amourtt, rate and development standards for
housing established in the Housing Element, and the amount
of open space established in the Open Space, Mineral, Energy
and Soil Conservation Element. The levels of adequate
supply of water set forth in the Water Resources Element, the
provision of "defensible space™ in the Comumunity Design
Element, and the topography of the region defined in the
Slopes, Sediment Control and Soil Conservation Element,
are also related to the Fire and Police Protection Element.

Government Code Section 65302 requires that a General Plan
mclude a Safery Element for the protection of the community
{from any unreasonable risks associated with the effects of
wild land and urban fires. Within the Yucca Valley General
Plan, the Police and Fire, Seismic Safety, Flooding and
Hydrology, Emergency Preparedness and Health Services,
and other Elements address public safety, and therefore
satisfy State requirements. Public Resources Code Section
4125 (a) also states that the State Board of Forestry shall
classify all lands within the State for the purpose of
determining the areas in which the financial responsibility of
preventing and suppressing fires in all areas which are not so
classified is primarily the responsibility of local and federal
agencies. .

Fire Hazards

The threat of fire poses hazards Lo both life and property.
These hazards exist in both developed and undeveloped areas
of the Town of Yucca Valley and the surrounding area. Fires
occurting in developed arcas are commonly building, rubbish,

automobile, and brush fires on vacant lots. Fires in
undeveloped areas include large brush and grass fires that can
enguli several hundred acres or more.

Wild Land Fires

Wild land fires are commonly caused by lightning strikes, as
well as by human activities such as equipment use and
smoking. and result in the loss of valuable natural resources,
soil erosion and damage to life and property. Once a wild
land fire has been 1gmted, its cutcome 1s affected by three
environmental factors: fuel, climate and topography.

Topography and Utilities

Topography influences wild land fire behavior and the ability
of frefighters to suppress fires once they occur. Fires tend to
burn more rapidly up slope than down, and the steeper the
slope, the greater the rate at which the fire spreads. Sieep
slopes also contribute to the channeling effects of winds
which spread fires more quickly. In addition, steep slopes
increase trave] times for fire vehicles and firefighters and
restrict the methods possible for fighting the fire. Three
classes of slope are used by the California Department of
Forestry in calculating the topographic effects on fire
severity. The definition of these three classes are provided
below.

Table VI-1

Slape Classifications

Class  Slope Possible Firefighting Methods
I 0% to 30% Direct attack possible with all-

wheel drive fire trucks, bulldozers,
handcrews and aircrafi.

Beyond operating capability of
all-wheel drive vehicles. Drive
attack possible with bulldozers,
handecrews and aircrafi.

Mostly beyond  operating
capability of bulidozers.
Handcrews and aircraft become
primary tools.

il 31% 10 50%

111 51% or more
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Urban and Structural Fires

Due to the proximity of people and structures, fire in the
Yucca Valley area poses a great threat to life and property. In
the future, the proportion of industial and commercial
building will increase, the existing housing stock will age and
new residential developments will be built in undeveloped
areas adjacent to wild land fire hazard areas. These trends
wil] have an effect on fire hazards and may require greater
staff and equipment levels to maintain the Town's existing
high standard of fire prevention and safety.

Fire Protection
California Dept. of Forestry

Fire protection and life safety services are provided to the
Town of Yucca Valley by the San Bemardino County Fire
Department and the California State Department of Forestry.
The Department of Forestry operates out of the Yucca Valley
Forest Fire Station (South Desert Battalion Headquarters)
located at 7105 Airway Avenue, and provides protection to
areas primarily outside of the community for vegetation/wild
land fires. The Town of Yucca Valley contracts with the
Department of Forestry for the provision of these services to
assist the San Bemardino County Fire Department in the
protection of the community and surrounding areas. The
Department of Forestry does not have jurisdiction within the
Town, but is contracted to provide fire protection services
strictly on a mutual aid basis'.

San Bernardino Co. Fire Dept.

The San Bemardino County Fire Department has two stations
serving the Town of Yucca Valley: Station #121, localed at
57201 29 Palms Highway and Station #122 located at 58612
Aberdeen Road. The Yucca Valley Fire Protection District
encompasses sixty-one (61) square miles. The Fire District’s
fire protection, suppression and rescue equipment consists of
thirteen (13) vehicles, including: four engines, three
paramedic ambulances; one water tender; two four-wheel
drive staff vehicles; two additional sedans, and a utility
truck’. The Department’s paid personnel number twenty-two
(22), and the Department is authorized for twenty four (24)
positions. In addition to these two unfilled positions, the
Department is also authorized for fifteen (15) paid on call
positions for use on an as needed basis™.

The total fire flow needed to extinguish a given fire is a
function of: building construction, cccupancy, area and
height; fire loading; and distance between buildings. Fire flow
for a building is completely dependent on available water

supply. The following table provides a breakdown of
necessary fire flows.

Table VI-2
Peakload Water Supply System Guidelines
Based Upon Uniform Fire Code Calculations

Land Use Fire Flow System
{gallons/ Duration
minute) X {hours)

Residential Density
up to | du/20 acre e i

>] duw/20 acre-1 du/5 acre 750 |
>1 du/5 acre-1 du/acre 750 2
>1 du/acre-2 du/acre 1,000 2
>2 dw/acre-4 dw/acre 1,500 2
>4 dufacre-7 du/acre 2,000 2
>7 du/acre-12 dw/acre 2,500 2
>12 dw/acre 3,000 3
Commercial 3,000 3
Industrial 3,500 3

Source: San Bemerdina County General Plan, Fire Appendix, BA-TI-A-110.
=="In nsens where waler systems ore nol required, individual dweilings should penerally have a
minzmun of 3,000 galloas of on-site storage Jor totsl peuk load water supply.

National Fire Insurance Organizations and the National Fire
Protection Association formally recommend a maximum
emergency response time of five minutes. With the two
existing stations which serve the Town of Yucca Valley, the
Fire Department cuwrently meets this emergency response
standard’,

Fire Prevention

In addition to adequate means of fire suppression, fire
prevention efforts are essential to an effective fire protection
program. The San Bemardino County Fire Department
encourages this approach through its public education
programs and regularly scheduled inspection of all
non-residential buildings.

1 Personnel Telecommunication with Risk Manager Mr. Dean Buyer of the

California Department of Forestry, November 1893,

2 Personnet Telecommunication with Fire Chief Bob Munsey of the San Bernardino
Fire Department, November 1953,

3 Ibid.

4 Tbid.
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When there is inadequate water flow within the supply
systemn, the Department may also require, for non-residential
buildings, built-in fire protection systems including automatic
fire sprinklers, fire resistant construction, and early warning
fire detection systems, in addition to access and setback
requirements which facilitate firefighters’ entry and provide
fire breaks.

Police Protection

The Town of Yucca Valley contracts with the San Bernardino
County Sheriffs Department, located at 6527 White Feather
Road in Joshua Tree, for the provision of police protection
services. The Department serves Yucca Valley, Joshua Tree
and unincorporated areas of the County, and has a total of
seventy (70) paid employees which offer response services,
criminal investigation services, traffic enforcement and
preventative patrol. Of the 70 Employees, approximately 17
work directly for the Town of Yucca Valley®. The following
tables give a breakdown of existing employees of the
Sherifi*s Department, and the portion serving the Town. -

Table VI-3

Employees of Sheriff’s Department

Position Employees of
Sheriff's Department

Captain 1

Lieutenant 1

Sergeant 7

Deputy 36

Jail Deputy 5

Civilian Emplovee 13

Source San Bernardino Counry ShenfTs Deparument, LL. Ed Rupley, November 1992
Saurce. 5an Bernardino County SherifTs Department, Lt 11 Mike Howell, Seprzmber 1995

Table VI-4
Employees serving Yucca Valley
Pusition Employees Serving*
Yucca Valley
Lieutenant 37
Sergeant 57
Patrol Officers -9.86
Detectives 1.11
Station Clerks 2.19
Motor Pool Service Assistance 25
Dispatchers 1.63

SBource: San Bermardine County Sherif s Department, L Ed Rapley, November 1953,
"The remaining Fraction i called the refief facior, which is currently covered by San Bemardino
County. The ssrvice contract also covers vehicle maintenonce nnd fcl cost

In addition, the Citizens on Patrol (C.O.P.} currently have
two vehicles and twenty-seven (27) volunteers sanctioned by
and serving the Town of Yucca Valley. Some of these
volunteers also offer services to the Shenf”s Department {or
the incident command systems unit, line reserve, search and
rescue, explorers, and cave rescue.

For the 1992 calendar year, the Sheriff”s Department had an
average pro-active patrol level of 15%. This means that
officers on patrol had an average of 15% of their time free
from calls. The desired response time for emergency
situations 1s five minutes or less, with non-emergency call
response time at twenty minutes or less.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

In order to implement fire and police protection measures, the
Uniform Bulding and Fire Codes Provide minimum
standards for design, construction, materials, use, occupancy,
location and maintenance of all buildings within the Town.
The Uniform fire Code regulated how a building is used, how
machines and equipment are maintained, how hazardous
materials are managed and stored, and how access to and
from a site 1s provided. The Zoning Ordinance regulates site
location and design, the intensity of land uses, building height
and separation, access and street layout. The Subdivision
Ordinance establishes standards for roadway dimensions,
subdivision lavout and public improvements needed 1o assure
public safety.

The utilization and enforcement of these standards, as well as
the coordination with the California Department of Forestry
and the San Bemardino County Sheriff"s and Fire
Departments, are essential in the provision of police and fire
protection services for current and future needs of the
community.

POLICE AND FIR PROTECTION
GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL 1

Protection of the Town of Yucca Valley and its residents
from the threat of loss of life and property from fire hazards
through the provision of adequate levels of service and public
awareness.

5 Personne! Telecommunication with L1, Ed Ripley of San Bernardino County
Sheriff's Depariment, Novemnber 1993.
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GOAL 2

Assure the highest level of security and police protection to

preserve and protect the health, welfare and property of
residents and businesses in the Town of Yucca Valley.

Policy 1

Coordinate with the California Department of Forestry and
the San Bemardino County Fire Department for the provision
of expanded levels of service when needed.

Program 1.A

Consult and coordinate with the San Bernardino County Fire
Department and the California Department of Forestry, to
establish potential fire station locations to provide for future
adequate levels of service.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
San Bemardino County Fire Department; California
Department of Forestry

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Policy 2

Coordinate with the San Bernardino County Fire Department
10 assure the provision of an adequate level of fire equipment
and personne! (o protect the community.

Program 2.A

Encourage the San Bernardino County Fire Department, as
well as all other public and private organizations providing
paramedic service to the area, to maintain a high standard of
paramedic services.

Responsible Agency: San Bemardino County Fire
Department; Town Council; Town Manager

Schedule: Immediate, Continuous

Program 2.B

Coordinate with the Hi-Desert Water District to assure
adequate water supply and pressure for all existing and
proposed developments to assure that fire flow standards are
met for all development.

Responsible Agency: Hi-Desert Water District; Community
Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Policy 3

Coordinate with the San Bernardino County Fire Department
to enforce fire standards and repulations in the course of
reviewing project design and building plans, and coordinating
building inspections.

Program 3.A

Due to the fire hazard potential of hilly areas with slopes of
10% or greater, access problems, lack of water, and excessive
dry bush, special on-site fire protection measures shall be
specified during project review.

Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; San Bernardino County Fire Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Program 3.B

In conjunction with the San Bemardino County Fire
Department, the Town shall establish standards for street
addressing, naming, and lighting in order to facilitate and
Improve emergency response times.

Responsible  Agency: Community  Development
Department; San Bernardine County Fire Department;
Sheriff's Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Policy 4
Support and encourage an educational program to enhance
the fire prevention awareness of the public.

Propram 4.A

The Town and the San Bernardino County Fire Department
will cooperalte in the production of educational materials and
public presentations to aid in fire prevention and to make the
public more aware of potential fire danger.

Responsible Agency: San Bemardino County Fire
Department; Community Development Department
Schedule: Immediate, Continuous

Policy 5

Potentially hazardous materials associated with industrial
uses and the health and life-saving function of medical
facilities shall be reviewed and monitored as appropriate by
the Town and other applicable agencies. '

Program 5.A

The siting of facilities which involve the storage of
hazardous, flammable or explosive materials shall be
conducted in such a manner as to assure the highest level of
safety in strict conformance with the Uniform Fire Code and
other applicable codes and regulations.

Responsible  Agency: Community  Development
Department; San Bernardino County Fire Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Program 5.B
Cooperate with the San Bemardino County Fire Department
to ensure that the proper equipment and training are provided
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10 ensure that the proper equipment and training are provided
in the event of a hazardous maierial release or spill.
Responsible Agency: San Bemardino County Fire
Department; Communitv Development Departrnent
Schedule: Immediate, Continuous

Policy 6

The Police and Fire Departments, in their review of new
development proposals, will be encouraged to evaluate
development plans and comment on their ability to provide
proper protection. This will include, but is not limited to
internal circulation svstems, project directories, street names
and numbering systems.

Program 6.A

The Fire District shall continue to regulate and enforce fire
protection water system standards for all new construction
within the Town. Standards shall include the installation of
fire hydrants providing adequate fire flow (per Insurance
Services Office Siandards), fire sprinkler svstems where
required, and wet and dry on-site standpipe systems.
Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
San Bemnardino County Fire Department

Schedule: Immediale; Continuous

Policy 7

Utihze cnime prevention pninciples through the integration of
project planning which results in “*defensible space™ or high
security designs as a means of providing increased security in
residential, commercial and industrial development.

Program 7.A

Recognize the importance and value associated with gated
and other enhanced secunty communities and their effect on
reducing cime i the Town.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Program 7.B

Enhance public awareness and participation in crime
prevention, and encourage and promote the Neighborhood
Watch Program and other community oriented policing
programs. The Town shall develop new and expand existing
educational programs dealing with personal safety awareness,
such as Neighborhood Watch and commercial association
watch/protection programs.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
San Bernardino County Shenff”s Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Program 7.C

Coordinate with the Sheniff’s Department to support and
facilitate the continued success of the C.O.P. program.
Responsible  Agency:  Commumty  Development
Department; San Bemardino County Sherifl’s Department;
C.0.F. Volunteers

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous
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SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Element is to describe the various
educational opportunities available through the school and
library systems serving the community and to help anticipate
and plan for future needs. The Schoois and Libranes Element
sets forth policies and programs that identify the Town's role
in siting a school and library facilites.

BACKGROUND

The Schools and Libraries Element is directly related to the
Land Use Element, in its provision of sufficient, and
conveniently located public lands for the expansion of
existing and creation of new school and library facilities; the
Circulation Element, in its protection of sensitive receptors;
and the Public Buildings, Facilities and Utilities Element in
its definition and location of existing facilities.

In 1986 the State Legislature approved AB 2926 (Chapter
887), which authorized school districts to charge
development fees to fund construction and reconstruction of
school facilities. Limits on the maximum fee that can be
collected are set by Government Code Section 65995. Also
applicable is Government Code Section 53080 which
constrains the issuance of development permits until proof of
compliance with the School District’s resolution has been
provided. In addition Government Code Section 65302(a)
requires that, among other things, the General Plan shall
assess the general distribution and location of educational
facilities, and determine the adequacy of these facilities.

Morongo Unified School District

The Morongo Unified School District (MUSD) encompasses
more than 1,350 square miles, providing public education to
the Morongo Basin, including the communities of Joshua
Tree, Landers, Morongo Valley, the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center, in addition to the City of Twentynine
Palms, and the Town of Yucca Valley. As of 1993 there were
10,237 students in the District served by ten elementary
schools, two junior high schools, two high schools, two
alternative high schools, and two community schools. The
schools are generally clustered around the Town of Yucca
Valley and the City of Twentynine Palms.

School Descriptions

In the Morongo Unified School District there are six schools

located within the Yucca Valley Study Area. This Element
includes a brief discussion of these six schools, which are
considered to primarily serve residents of the Town of Yucca
Valley.

Yucca Valley Elementary School- The Yucca Valley
Elementary School was established in 1950, and most

recently expanded in 1958.The current facility has seventeen
permanent and seventeen portable classrooms serving the
levels of kindergarten through sixth grade. The 1993 fail
enrollment totaled 896 students. Due to lack of recent
expansion and population growth within the community, the
school has been forced to utilize seventeen relocatable
classrooms to accommodate current enrollment levels, Until
funding is made available, the Yucca Valley Elementary
School will continue conducting classes in these portable
classrooms.

Yucca Mesa Elementary Charter School -Yucca Mesa
Elementary Charter School is one of the newest educational
centers serving the Town, with construction completed in
1986, It includes twenty-one permanent classrooms. Growth
has impacted this school so quickly that despite its recent
construction, a need for three portable classrooms already
exists. The Yucca Mesa Elementary Charter Schoot had a
Fall 1993 total enrollment of 591 students.

Onaga Elementary School - The Onaga Elementary School
opened in 1995. This facility has the capability to serve over

700 students.

Yucca Valley Community School- The San Bernardino
County Superintendent of Schools operates two community
schools in the Morongo Unified School District, one of which
is located in Yucca Valley. This school has the capacity to
serve up to eighteen students from other District schools.

La Contenta Junior High School- La Contenta Junior High
School was constructed i 1987, serving the seventh and
eighth grade. The most recent addition to the school was
completed in January of 1991. The facility includes sixteen
permanent classrooms, six site-built portable classrooms,
thirteen standard portable classrooms, and two portable units
which serve as physical education changing rooms. The total
enrollment for La Contenta Junior High School was 917
students in Fall 1993, making it one-of the most populous
schools in Yucca Valley.

VI-6
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Yucca Valley High School- The Yueca Valley High School

was founded in 1968. The site accommodates twenty-eight
permanent classtooms and twenty-eight portable classrooms,
serving prades nine through twelve. The total Fall 1993
enrollment was 1,342 students. In 1993/1994, the high
school doubled its faciliies to include modem science
laboratories, a larger library and an administration and
counseling center.  The cumriculum includes college
preparatory and technical preparation.

Sky Continuation High School- Educational programs at

this school are based on individual student performance. This
educational facility serves grades nine through twelve, with
the 1993 Fall enrollment totaling 118 students.

Private Schools

The presence of private schools within a community can help
relieve the pressure on impacted public schools within the
District. Private schools or academies serving the Town of
Yucca Valley include the Calvary Baptist Church, Grace
Chnistian, Hi-Desen Seventh Day Adventist Elementary, Our
Lady of the Desert, Living Stream Chnistian Fellowship, and
Yucca Valley Christian Schools. These schools can serve
from kindergarien to the twelfih grade.

Enrollment Trends and
Impacts on the District

The population within the Morongo Unified School District
has continued to increase. The following table illustrates
enrollment from 1980-1994, as well as a projection from the
MUSD {or the expecied student population in the vear 2000.

From Table VI- 5, it is clear that the Morongo Unified School
District's enrollment has nearlv doubled from 1980 to 1994,
Based on the trends of the last ten years, the decrease during
the 1992-1993 school vear is highly unusual in the Morongo
Basin. In the last decade the Morongo Basin has expertenced
constant growth, as have most communities within Southern
California.

1 Gillick, Owen, Moreneo Unified School Distriet 1992 Annual Repert, Twentynine
Palms, CA. Page L.

2 Telecommunication with Sue Meader. Dir., Curriculum, Educational Services,
Morange Unified School District, Novemnber 22, 1593.

3 bid.

4 Thid.

5 Gilllick. Owen, Morongo Unified School Distget 1992 Annual Repory,

Twentynine Palms, CA_ Page 7

Table VI-3
Morongo Unified School District Enrollment
1980-2000

Schoo! Year  Total Enrcllment Change
1980-1981 5,581 N/A
1981-1982 5,597 376
1982-1983 6.151 194
1983-1984 6,465 1]4
1984-1985 6,902 437
1985-1986 7.407 ' 305
1986-1987 7.867 460
1987-1988 8.427 360
1988-1989 §.729 302
1989-1990 9.151 423
1950-199]! 9,792 641
1591-19922 9,922 130
1692-16537 9848 ' -74
1993-19%4° 10,237 389
1999-2000(estimated®) 16,000 5763

School Sites (Level-of-Service)

Acreage required for school sites vary slightly  depending
on available land. Elementary school sites averape
approximately 13 acres, with junior high schools ranging
frem 20 to 25 acres, and senjor high school sites averaging
about 40 acres. School sizes vary withun each school district,
but generally elementary schools are planned for about 500
students, middie schools serve from 700-800 students. and
high schools serve from 1,200-1,500 students.

School District Expansion Throungh the Year 2000

The 1993/1994 enrollment of 10,237 exceeds permanent
classroom capacity by approximately 2,900 students. These
additiona) students currently attend classes in 116 leased
portable classrooms, located on all but two school campuses
within the District, Unless new facilities are built, 8.600
students will be without permanent classrooms by the vear
2000. Portable classrooms do not provide long term
solutions to the problems associated with overcrowding. In
addition to classroom space, overcrowding accelerates the
need for support facilities, including restrooms, libraries,
computer labs, science labs, lunch rooms, lockers and
playgrounds, which are typically normal facilities of school
CAMPUSES.

The MUSD's Plan for the Year 2000
The District has developed a plan, with input from a

Facilities Committee, Year Round Schools Commitiee, and
a professionally conducted community survey, to provide
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classrooms for the 16,000 projected students by the year
2000. The major obstacle to this plan is a shoriage of
fimding, a problem which currently hinders most of the State
of California. The State, which has been the source of school
construction funds for eight schools built in the MUSD since
1978, is facing a severe crisis in its own school construction
program. Over $30 billion needed for school construction and
expansion is projected state-wide by the year 2000
Unfortunately, State funds are exhausted. The Morongo
Unified School District has indicated that there are immediate
needs, as of 1993, for this area to construct new facilities to
continue to serve current growth rates.

Continuing Education/
Copper Mountain Campus

The Copper Mountain Campus (CMC) is a fully accredited
community college campus serving the Morongo Basin. As
part of the Desert Community College Distnict, CMC offers
Associate Deprees and Certificates in fifteen types of
curriculum. College level courses include computer science,
business administration, automotive lechnology, early
childhood education, licensed vocational nursing,. and
registered nursing. Undergraduate credits from the Copper
Mountain Campus are transferable to the California State
University and University of California systems.

In addition to college level curriculum, adults can complete
courses leading to a high school diploma through the
collepe’s Lcaijﬁng Lab, which helps students prepare for
further education with courses designed to improve skills in
basic math, reading and English.

Others

Other institutions of higher education in the region include

National University at the Marine Corps-Air Ground Combat

Center, the College of the Desert in Palm Desert, University
of California-Riverside, California State Umiversity, San
Bermnardine, and the University of Redlands.

Yucea Valley Library and
San Bernardino County Library System

The Yucca Valley Library is an essential resource of the
community. - The Town Library building, located in the
Comrpunity Center Complex, was built in October of 1973
through a joint powers agreement with the Yucca Valley
Parks and Recreation Department® Library services are
provided by the San Bemardino County Library System. The
County of San Bernardino is served by twenty-five other
branch libranes, and the Yucca Valley Library is connected

to an on-line computer system which links it to these
additional libraries and their collections. During the years
since its construction, the Library has acquired a collection of
over 43,000 books and more than 1,000 video and audio
cassettes. The Library also subscribes to 116 magazines and
six newspapers’ (Please see the Arts, Culture and Humanities
Element).

The San Bemardino County Library System provides
library materials, services and maintenance 1o the Yucca
Valley Library, paid for through the general fund of San
Bemardine County. The San Bernardinoe City Library in San
Bernardino serves as Yucca Valley Library's regional
headquarters. It houses some library administration and
support services utilized by Yucca Valley residents.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The Yucca Valley Town Government has limited
opportunitics to directly affect the future direction of the
services and facilities provided by the Meronge Umnified
School District and by the County Library system.

The Morongo Unified and other school districts in California
are recogrized as lead agencies, with some powers similar to
those granted to the Town. School districts must generally
appeal directly to the State and registered voters to secure
funding for facilities and services. The Town can continue
to facilitate the collection of impact fees and assist in schoo}
related land use decisions. However, the principle
responsibility for planning, financing and developing future
school facilities and expanded serviced lies with the District.

As of 1995, there were no plans for the expansion of the
library facility. A temporary alternative to the satellite facility
would be a2 book-mobile program to service the outlying

©oareas.

Future library services will be built on a solid foundation
established in the 1970°s. Continued prowth and demand for
these services will require long-term planning. Funding

~alternatives for expanded services may come from limited

sources and the Yucca Valley Library should be included in
long-term capital improvement planning,

& Telecommunication with Paul Kopack, Head Libmarian, chefnbcr 17,1993,
7 Chamber of Commerce, Informational Sheets on the Town of Yucca
Valley.'Library Services™, Chamber of Commerce, Yucea Valley, 1993.
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SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES
GOAL, POLICIES AND FROGRAMS

GOAL

The provision of educational and library facilities in the
Town of Yucca Valley that provide quality services and
facilities, and convenient access to these important
educational and cultura) resources.

Policy 1

Cooperate and coordinate with the Morongo Unified School '

District to identify sites needed to meet future District growth
demands. Encourage potential school sites to be planned
within centrally located areas of residential development.

Program 1.A

As part of a continuing effort to provide enhanced
educational opportunities for the residents of the community,
the Town shall cooperate and coordinate with the Morongo
Unified School District in planning facilities for new
development.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
Morongo Unified School District

Schedule: Immediate, Continuous.

Policy 2

The Town Hi-Desert Nature Museum staff shall cooperate
and coordinate with the Morongo Unified School District to
use museumn programs {o enhance the educational experience
of District students.

Program 2.A

As part of a continuing effort o provide enhanced
educational opportunities for the residents of the community,
the Town shall cooperate and coordinate with the Morongo
Unified School District to make museum resources available
1o District classes to the greatest degree practical,
Responsible Agency: Community Services Department;
Morongo Unified School District

Schedule: Immed:ate, Continuous.

Policy 3

Review Morongo Unified School District development
proposals and environment documentation, and shall
otherwise coordinate and cooperate with the Morongo
Unified School District to encourage the provision of safe,
secure, and permanent educational space for all students.

Program 3.A .

By the year 1957, the Town and the Morongo Unified School
District shall be coordinating respective planning functions
to result in an Integrated Town/District Plan for the Year
2000. This program will develop permanent facilities for all
students in the area.

Responsible  Agency: Community  Developmen
Department; Merongo Unified School District

Schedule: Immediate, Continuous.

Program 3.B

Preserve and protect existing and future schoo! and librar-
sites from excessive noise and traffic conditions by
encouraging the siting of new schools and librarv facilities
near quiet and compatible land uses.

Responsible  Agency: Community  Development
Department; Morongo Basin Unified School District
Schedule: Immediate, Continuous.

Policy 4

Recognizing the importance of the librarv svstem [or
educational and cultural development within the community,
the Town shall make every effort to assure that quality library
facilities and resources are accessible to all residents, and
shall cooperate and coordinate with the San Bernardino
County Library System on an on-going basis.

Program 4.A

Investigate the need for and feasibility of enhanced public
library facilities within the Town as a means of providing an
educational and cultural focal point for Town residents, and
shall coordinate the development of a satellile library site in
order to accommodate ncreased growth south of Highway
62.

Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; San Bernardino County Library Svstem; Town
of Yucca Valley Library

Schedule: 1995-1996,
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Town of Yucca Valley

General Plan/Emergency Preparedness and Henlth Services Element

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND HEALTH
SERVICES ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Emergency Preparedness and Health
Services Element is to identify critical facilities necessary in
the event of an cmergency, to assess the availability of
emergency response services, and to discuss the potential
impacts of significant man-made and natural hazards within
the community. Additionally, it addresses the need for
accessible health care services and facilities for all residents
of the community, as well as to ensure that planned
emergency routes between health-related facilities sich as
hospitals, clinics, and convalescent homes are in place for the
growing Yucca Valley population.

It is the intention of the Element to address concerns
regarding the Town's capability to respond to a natural and
man-made disaster. The Element sets forth the goal, policies
and programs, that have been, or will be developed by the
Town to assure an effective response to the various
environmental and man-made hazards that the community
faces. The Element also provides goals, policies and
programs that definc and direct the Town's role in assuring
the provision of a variety of medical care facilities to serve
its diverse population.

BACKGROUND

The Emergency Preparedness and Health Services Element is
directly related to the Seismic Safety, Flooding and
Hydrology, and Hazardous and Toxic Waste Elements. The
Fire and Police Protection Element also has a direct
relationship to the Emergency Preparedness and Health
Services Element assuring protection against structural and
wild fires, and the maintenance of law and order during and
following emergencies. Other related Elements include Land
Use, which effects essential relationships of use fto
location-specific threats, and Circulation, which defines the
availability of and need for secure evacuation routes in the
event of an emergency in the community.

The Town of Yucca Valley and the Morongo Basin are
subject to significant environmental and man-made hazards
which constitute significant threats to life and property. The
Town’s substantial potential for major. earthquakes, and
flooding, are natural occurrences which cannot be prevented.

Man-made threats include but are not limuted to wild and
urban fires, hazardous material spills and leaks, and major
transportation accidents, including automobiles, trucks and
aircraft.

In 1970, the California Legislature enacted the Emergency
Services Act, which recognizes the State’s responsibility in
mitigating the effects of natural, man-made or war-caused
emergencies (Government Code Section 8550). Among other
things, this Acl requires local governments and utilities, to
abide by the requirements of the Office of Emergency
Services. '

This Element is also recommended as an integral part of the
a broader environmental hazards discussion within the
General Plan. Government Code Section 65302(g) states that
the Plan shall address “the protection of the community from
any unreasonable risks associated with the effects of
seismically induced surface rupture, ground shaking, ground
failure..; slope instability leading to mud slides or
landslides™.

Critical Facilities

In the event that an emergency preparedness plan must be put
into effect, certain critical facilities will become an essential
part of the response plan. These include facilitics which
provide or house emergency services such as hospitals, fire
stations, police and emergency services facilities,
governmental operations and utility facilities.. Crtical
facilities also include communication networks supporting
police, fire and emergency personnel, as well as commercial
radio stations that can play an essential role in apprising the
community of appropriate actions to take.

Other critical facilities include evacuation routes, peak load
water supply and delivery systems and, in the case of Yucca
Valley, secure airport operations. Evacuation routes play an
especially critical role in that they allow the evacuation and/or
the delivery of ground-based assistance access to the Town.
The difficulties with these facilities must be anticipated to
maximize the effectiveness of an emergency response plan.

Damages and injuries cansed y the Landers Quake (please see
Seismic Safety Element) emphasized the neced for an
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adequale emergency shelter. Currently (1995), the Town
does not have this type of facility, and with the need
identified, there has been discussion regarding how to
adequately service Yucca Valley's growing population.

Emergency Transportation and Circulation

One of the single most imporiant activities after a major
disaster is the delivery of emergency personnel and relief
supplies. Access Lo the community is limited and each major
ground roule In an area is subject to major damage from
natural forces, mcluding earthquakes and flooding. Therefore,
all-weather and earthquake-resistant bridges, culverts, and
road adjomning cut slopes must be given careful consideration.
Programs can be developed in close coordination with
CalTrans and, possiblv, the Federal Highway Administration
and the Department of Defense, to assure the maximum
functional itegrity of major roads serving the Town.

The Yucca Valley Airport also provides an important
alternative means of access for both fixed-wing and
helicopter aircrafl. However, the airport is located within one
of the most hazardous areas of the Town, lving adjacent to,
and a portion being flanked on two sides by a major drainage
facilitv. I is also located parallel to, and a portion of the
airporl may be crossed by, the Pinto Mountain Fault, which
15 discussed tn'detail in the Seismic Safety Element, and Lthe
General Plan Environmental Impact Report. 1t should be
assumed thal 2 major flood or earthquake in Yucca Valley
has the potential to temporanly limit, of remove the airport
from, useful service.

Emergency Medical Facilities

Each of the two Yucca Valley Fire Protection Districts
stations are staffed with a paramedic-and support vehicle,
which are ready to respond with or independent of fire
fighting equipment. The Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital serves
the Town with acute primary care, acute and long-term care,
as well as swbacute care facilities. These also include
mtensive care and crtical care units. The Hi-Desent Medical
Center is expanding its emergency department to include two
traurna rooms and other necessary facilities.

Emergency Operations Center

The Emergency Operations Center (EQC), located at Fire
Station Na. 21, 1s the heart of the emergency response system
from which all emergency operations are coordinated. The
operations of the EOC are coordinated through the
implementation of the Incident Command System (ICS),
which is an integral part of the Yucca Valley Emergency

Plan. The Emergency Plan was adopted by the Town Council
in 1993,

Emergency Organization and
Chain of Command

As the title implies, emergency preparedness is the extensive
and comprehensive pre-planning necessary to assure a timely,
well coordinated, efficient and effective response 1o
emergencies affecting the community. It requires a well
thought out working relationship between numerous Town,
County, State and Federal departments and agencies, which
normally work largely independently. Inter-governmental
special purpose units may be established that are detached
from their normal day-to-day responsibilities. A command
hierarchy is established with clear lines of autherity and
communication. The Town Manager serves as the Director of
Emergency Services in Yucca Valley, followed by the, Fire
Chief or Senior law enforcement officer, and then the next
available Town employee with the highest degree of
expertise,

Extended Organizational
Structure & Assistance

There are a number of other agencies and capabilities brought
to bear in an emergency. These are made available through
mutual aid agreements, which allow the Town to expand
otherwise over-extended capabilities and staff, an to draw
upon the resources of those cther agencies. In general,
assisting entities may include other local cities and school
districts, the County of San Bernardino. State of California,
federal and even international agencies.

The Red Cross may be called upon to open and operate
shelters for victims of an emergency, as well as to provide
first aid, damage assessment, help with communications and
the provision of various other resources. This agency
typically initiates its own emergency response, but close
coordination through the Emergency Operations Center is
strongly encouraged. Military aid is typically in the form of
the National Guard, whose role is to assist rather than
substitute for the Town's response efforts. Requests for
assistance of the Guard are to be channeled through the
County Office of Emergency Services.

Financial assistance to the Town and victims of a disaster can
come from several sources, with the State and Federal
governments being the most important. In order to qualify for
this assistance, the Town must declare a local emergency
within 10 days of the actual occurrence of the disaster, have
damages assessed, and must apply for aid within 60 days of
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declaring the local emergency (Government Code Sections
8680- 8692).

HEALTH SERVICES

The Town has a particular interest in the provision of
accessible medical facilities, convalescent facilities and their
services, as well as facilities specializing in medical
emergencies. Such related facilities also include: Home
Health Care, for those patients allowed to remain at home but
requiring assessment and treatment by a skilled nurse or
therapist; Continuing Care Centers, offering sub-acute
(long-term) care or special intensive medical care for
sertously ill residents; and Hospice services, home services
for the terminally ill and their families.

BACKGROUND

Seniors over aged 65 make up 25% of the Town of Yucca
Valley's population'. The County of San Bernardino
Department of Health, the State of California, and the
Hospital Planning Association of Southern Califorma are
among the agencies that analyze all types of hospital data
and statistics on an area-wide basis to help measure the
present and future needs of such facilities and the populations
they serve. The other key duties of health departments are:

developing standards of service, organizing review proposals
for new facilities, and informing public health practitioners of
new standards. As the health planning field gains greater
recognition, health departments will continue to forecast
needs for integrated services and facilities and analyze new
trends in medical and health facilities planming. An analysis
of trends resulted in the location of the Hi-Desert Medical
Center in Joshua Tree. A study was done before the
hospital's construction pinpointing Joshua Tree as the
geographic center of population distribution in the Morongo
Basin.

Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital District

Since 1972, the Hi-Desert Memonal Hospital District has
been responsible in the Morongo Basin for promoting
programs that encowrage wellness through education and
self-responsibility. The District began with the consolidation
of Hi-Desert Memonial Hospital, Inc. and Twentynine Palms
Hospital District in 1972, As a result of joint planning
efforts, the Hi-Desert Medical Center was built in Joshua
Tree in 1976, The District is governed by an elected
five-member Board of Directors, responsible for establishing
policy, maintaining quality patient care and providing for
short and long term institutional planning within the Morongo
Basin area. In addition to providing vital health care services,

the District, and the Hi-Desert Medical Center itself are
major employers, providing mere than 500 full and part-time
jobs with an annual payroll of more than $8.7 mullion and
benefits of an additional $2.4 million. Its indirect economic
impact is also sipnificant since many satellite businesses and
services have located in the Morongo Basin due 1o the
presence of 2 hospital. (Also see the Economic Development
Element.)

Hi-Desert Medical Center

The Hi-Desert Medical Center (HDMC), located in Joshua
Tree, is the primary hospital of the Morongo Basin offering
family health promotion and mainienance programs. The
HDMC is a non-profit, acute primary care hospital and
continuing care center. Of its 176 beds, 56 are for acute care
beds in the acute primary care hospital (4 are ICU/CCU), 98
are long term care resident beds {or transitional care, and 22
are sub-acule care beds for patients needing around-the-clock
care. Hospice services are offered through the Hi-Desert
Medical Center to any person and their family coping with
a terminal illness on an out-patient {or in-home) program.

The Hi-Desert Medical Center serves the Town of Yucca
Valley, the City of Twentynine Palms, and the communities
of Joshua Tree, Landers, Johnson Valley and Morongo
Valley, providing a wide range of in-patient and out-patient
diagnostic treatment and rehabilitation services. Medical
staff specialties include: Anesthesiolopy, Cardiology,
Emergency Medicine (including an emergency room with
various trauma related facilities), General Surgery, Intemal
Medicine, Radiology/ Nuclear Medicine, Cardiovascular
Surpery, and Vascular Surgery.

Demand for additional services, especially emergency
medical services, has grown dramatically in the Morongo
Basin area. Nearly 13,000 patients were treated in the
emergency department in 1991. This is a 100% increase in
usage over 1985, In view of existing service demands, the
emerpgency department will be doubled in size to include two
trauma rooms, a cast room, three cardiac rooms, four
examination rooms, and other necessary facilities totalling
approximately 5,620 square feet. OQOut-patient service
modernization and expansion will also be planned for the
future as finances are acquired.

1 1990 1).5. Census of Population and Housing
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Birthing facilities are needed to serve the 28% of Yucca
Valley's population falling between the ages of 21 and 44
vears of age. Although the Hi-Desert Medical Center has
plans to provide birthing and pediatric facilities soon,
currently there are no facilities of this type available in the
immediate area,

Avalon Urgent Care

The Avalon Urgent Care facility provides walk-in clinic
services specializing in the treatment of minor illnesses and
imjuries. On-site X-ray and lab services are available and a
licensed physician is on duty during clinic hours, 8 A.M.to 8
P.M., every day of the year. Twenty-four hour assistance is
not available at this facility and the Hi-Deseri Medical Center
and Desert Hospital are the only alternatives to cover the
night hours when Avalon Urgent Care is not in operation.

Airway Surgicenter

Located in Yucca Valley, and provided through the Hi-Desert
Medical Center, the Airway Surgicenter performs outpatient
surgeries, X-ravs, CAT scans, and other types of imaging
services. It provides supplemental services to Hi-Desert
Medical Centér for Yucca Vallev residents to receive
specialized health services in a more accessible location.

Special Services/Mobile Health Services

Special mobile‘health services are periodicallv offered in a
commurty ceriter or other public building within the Town
and swrrounding communities through the San Bernardino
County Public Health Department. Primary care clinics are
offered by participating phvsicians and can include physical
exarninations, diagnostic screening, lab tests, immunizations,
and health serminars.

Moyles Health/Convalescent Facilities

Moyle’s health care facilities, located within the Town of
Yucca Valley, helps lo serve those residents with special
needs and those needing around-the-clock care. There are
four Moyle's health care facility locations ranging from
partial care (Moyle's Riviera) to around- the- clock skilled
nursing care (Movle's Convalescent, Moyle's Manor, and
Moyle's Sky Harber).

Network 55
Network 55 is a membership program designed for adults of

55 years or older through the Hi-Desert Medical Center, Iis
function is to assist semors in contacting (or connecting with)

health care services. Membership is free and special benefits
include business discounts, informational services. and
seminar

Morongo Basin Menta) Health Services Association, Inc,

The Morongo Basin Mental Health Services Association is
a private non-profit community agency offering out-patient
mental health and residential chemnical dependency recovery
services. The agency offers a Federal, State and County
funded indigent health care program including; individual and
group therapy, family therapy, marriage counseling,
psychological testing, psychiatric consultation, medication
monitoring and parenting classes.

Visiting Nurse Association

The Visiting Nurse Association (VNA) is a private non-profit
community based home health agency that is governed by a
volunteer Board of Directors. The agency provides a full
range of health care services to the patient and family in the
home, including hospice care.

Desert Hospital

Desert Hospital, located in Palm Springs, is a licensed 398
bed hospital which functions as the most notable intensive
care facility between Riverside County and the Arizona
border. This hospital has a twenty-four hour emergency room
and a level Il Trauma Care facility with a staff of specially
trained trauma surgeons to offer thetr aid in the event of a
major injury. Like the Hi-Desert Medical Center, Desert
Hospital also has a Home Health Care department which
provides in-home nursing and household maintenance
service. Hospice of the Desenl has been incorporated into the
Desert Hospital operations to provide specialized counseling
for the terminally i1, :

Eisenhower Medical Center

Eisenhower Medical Center, located in the City of Rancho
Mirage, also is available to provide services to residents of
Yucca Valley. This hospital is heensed for 239 beds with an
average occupancy rate of approximately 80%. Twenty-four
hour emergency facilities are also available, with at least one
full ime physician on duty at all times. Located on the same
grounds are the Betty Ford Center for chemical dependency,
the Annenberg Center for Health Education and the Barbara
Sinatra Center for Abused Children. Eisenhower is also a
provider of a wide variety of out-patient and specialist
services, and has recently opened a birthing center that could
offer service to residents of the Yucca Valley Community.
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Emergency Services

The Town of Yucca Valley is served by two major emergency
response organizations: the San Bernardino County Fire
Department and the San Bemardine County Shenff’s
Department. The Hi-Desert Medical Center is located seven
miles east of the most eastern Town limits; however, if a
trauma situation is encountered needing specialized services,
transport to Desert Hospital facilities in Palm Springs may be
necessary. Desert Hospital is located approximately thirty
miles from the western Town limits.

The San Bernardino County Fire Department is a part of the
Yucca Valley Fire Protection District which has its own
branch of San Bemardino County paramedics and ambulance
services, When advanced life support and ambulance crew are
unavailable, services are requested from the Morongo Basmn
Ambulance Association (formerly the Joshua Tree
Ambulance Association), This association exclusively
provides advanced life support and ambulance services to the
California Department of Forestry, in the event of a major fire
emergency within the Town of Yucca Valley. The association
is also used by the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department for
backup life support services when necessary. (Please see the
Emergency Preparedness and Health Services Element.)

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The Emergency Preparedness and Health Services Element
is implemented through the Town Emergency Plan, which
includes  detailed orgamizational directives, scopes of
responsibility, operational priorities, authority and powers,
emergency communication protocols and other companents
of the framework needed for effective response in the event
of an emergency. The ability of the community to respond to
emergencies will also be affected by the expansion of land
uses and the location of futwre fire stations and other public
safety facilities.

Development  standards, as set forth in the Town
Development Code, will also influence how effectively
emergency personnel can respond to events affecting
occupied structures. The degree to which recommendations
and policies and programs found in the Seismic Safety,
Flooding and Hydrology, and Hazardous and Toxic Matenals
Elements are implemented, will also impact emergency
preparedness. Finally, establishing and maintaining contacts
and coordination with other responsible agencies will give
future direction to emerpency response strategies.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
GOAL, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL

Provision of a thoroughly coordinated, responsive and
effective emergency preparedness implementation plan in the
Town of Yucca Valley, assuring a high degree of readiness to
respond to natural and man-made disasters in @ manner that
maximizes Town, County, State and Federal response
capabilities.

Policy 1

Maintain and update the Emergency Preparedness Plan to
keep it current with staffing and technical capabilities of the
Town and cooperating agencies.

Program 1.A

Direct the review and revision of the Emergency Plan through
responsible department heads and shall assure the annual
review of the Plan by the Town Council.

Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Town Council
Schedule: Annually.

Policy 2 _
Coordinate with CalTrans and other appropriate agencies for
the establishment of emergency evacuation routes and plans
to preserve or reestablish the use of State Highways 62 and
247 as emerpgency evacuation routes.

Program 2.A

Appoint a laison with CalTrans, to facilitate the
establishment of emergency evacuation routes, and to provide
for the development of an emergency response plan that
assures the timely repair of state highways damaged by
earthquakes, flooding or other disasters.
Responsible Agency: Town Manager,
Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Community

Program 2.B

Consult with CalTrans, the Federal Highway Admunistration,
FEMA and the US Department of Defense regarding funding
assistance for the construction, repair and/or upgrading of
bridges, floodway crossings, cut slopes and other structures
to minimize the potential isolation of the community and
surround facilities from ground-based assistance.
Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Community
Development Dept; San Bernardino County;, CalTrans;
Federal Highway Admin; FEMA; Department of Defense
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.
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Program 2.C

Consult with the National Park Service and the Bureau of
Land Management and shall explore the feasibility of linking
Town and Park roads for alternate provision of emergency
alternate access.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department
Schedule: 1995-1996; Continuous.

Policy 3

The Yucca Valley Emergency Plan shall be coordinated and
updated to assure that it is compatible with and complements
the San Bemardino County Emergency Plan and its
implementation procedures.

Program 3.A

Regularly confer with the San Bemardino County Office of
Emerpgency Preparedness and shall share and coordinate plans
to provide mutual aid assistance in the event of a disaster
requiring emergency respanse.

Responsible  Agency: Town Manaper;
Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Commurnity

Policy 4

On-poing lines of communications shall be established
between the Town and the U.S. Geological Survey to assure
the provision of earthquake predictions which may impact the
Town and surrounding arca.

Program 4.A

Establish a liaison with the appropriate office of the US
Geological Survey and establish a procedure by which the
USGS contacts and informs the Town of earthquake
predictions which may affect the Town and swrounding
areas.

Responsible Agency:
Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Town Manager; Community

Policy 5

The Seismic Safety and Flooding and Hydrology Elements of
the General Plan shall be regularly reviewed and updated to
assure that seismic and flooding hazards are fully addressed
in the Emergency Plan.

Program 5.A

Utilizing information from development studies, as well as
those from state and federal agencies, the Town shall
periodically review and update the Seismic Safety and
Flooding and Hydrology Elements of the General Plan with
the latest information and data available on the various

seismic and flooding threats facing the community. This
process shall assure that additional or refined measures are
systematically incorporated into these Elements to protect
lives and property. -
Responsible  Agency:
Department; Town Council
Schedute: Annually; Continuous.

Community  Development

Policy 6
Cooperate and coordinate with San Bernardino County, the
Hi-Desert Water District and other agencies and utilities in
the preparation of public information materials to assist
residents and business owners in responding to local
disasters.

Program 6.A

Coordinate with San Bemardino Countv, Hi-Desert Water
Distnict, Southern Califorrua Edison, Southern California
(as, and other agencies and utilities in the development and
dissemination of information and instruction on appropriate
actions in the event of a local disaster.

Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Community
Development and Community Services Departments
Schedule: 1995-1996; Continuous,

Program 6.B

Coordinate with local schools and appropriate public and
quasi-public agencies 1o assure that a public information
program is developed and broadly implemented to advise the
commuriity on how Lo prepare for and cope in an emergency'
Responsible Agency: Town Manager;, Community
Developmeni and Community Services Departments
Schedule: 1995-1996; Continuous.

Policy 7
Thoroughly consider and assess vulnerability 1o natural and
man-made disasters when reviewing proposals for the siting
and development of critical and essential public/quasi-public
facilities.

Program 7.A

Incorporate an assessment of vulnerability to natural and
man-made disasters when processing or reviewing proposals
to site and construct critical and essential facilities, as well as
sensitive land uses, to assure the maximum possible
protection from environmental and man-made hazards,
including earthquakes and flooding.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.
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Policy 8

Take every action to assure the availability of emergency
power generators in essential Town facilities, and shall
encourage the installation of these baclup facilities m other
important public and private facilities.

Program 8.A

Assure the availability of backup emergency power
generators at the Emergency Operations Center and other
critical Town facilities. The Town shall also contact and
encourage the installation of these facilities at other public
and quasi-public facilities, as well as at radio and television
stations serving the area,
Responsible Agency:
Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Town Manager; Community

Policy 9

Coordinate with and integrate both commercial and private
radio operators, including ham radio operators, to establish a
Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service.

Program 9.A

Contact, coordinate with and integrate public and private
radio operators in the establishment of a Radio Amateur Civil
Emergency Service (RACES) system to provide coordinated
functioning in the event of an emergency.

Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Commumty
Development Department; Community Services Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Policy 10

Coordinate with the appropriate agencies and service
providers to assurc that emergency preparedness plans
include contingencies for larpe-scale urban and wild and fires.

Program 10.A

Confer and coordinate with the San Bernardino County Fire
Department and the California Department of Forestry, which
provides contract wildfire protection services, to assure that
cmergency plans are ready to implement in the event of a
major urban or wild and fire.

Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Community
Development Department; San Bemnardino County Fire
Department; California Department of Forestry

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Policy 11

The Town Emergency Plan shall include programs and
strategies lo maximize the availability and delivery of
emergency medical services to those in need during and
following a local disaster.

Program 11.A

Confer and coordinate with the Hi-Desert Memorial Hospatal,
Desert Hospital, the San Bemardino County Fire
Department, and California Department of Forestry
paramedical staff, and private providers to assure that a
coordinated plan is in place to provide an effective response
during a major local emergency.
Responsible Agency: Town Manager,
Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Community

Program 11.B

Emergency shelter and emergency medical stations shall be
planned for and activated by the Town Manager. The need
for one or more additional mobile medical service vehicles,
above those provided by fire department paramedics, shall be
investigated.
Responsible Agency:
Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Town Manager; Community

Policy 12

An on-going effort shall be made to establish and maintain a
liaison between the Town, CalTrans and the Twentynine
Palms Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center to assure
cooperation and coordination in the eveni of natural or
man-made emergencies.

Program 12.A

Contact, coordinate with, and integrate a secure system of
information sharing with the Twentynine Palms Manne
Corps Air Ground Combat Center, which will assure ample
notification of the transport of hazardous substances or
materials through the Town.

Responsible Agency: Town Manager;
Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Community
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Program 12.B

Incorporate contingency plans in the Town Emergency Plan,
which provide for measures to be taken in the event of an
attack on the Twentynine Palms Marine Corps Air Ground
Combat Center.
Responsible  Agency:
Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Town Manager; Community

Policy 13

The Yucea Valley Airport shall be integrated into emergency
preparedness planning in the Town of Yucca Valley as an
important possible altemative means of access into the
community, in the event of a local disaster,

Program 13.A

Develop contingency plans, which maximize the use of the
Yucea Valley Airport in the event of a local disaster, and
provide for a coordinated plan of response, when it becomes
necessary to place the airport in an emergency response
mode:

Responsible Agency: Town Manager; Airport Distrnict
President; Commumty Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

HEALTH SERVICES
GOAL, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL

High quality health care facilities and services that are easily
accessible to Town residents and promote good health and
well being.

Palicy 1

Consult and coordinate with the Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital
District to assist in providing adequate, quality health care
facilities and services that are accessible within the Town of
Yucca Valley.

Program 1.A

The Town and the Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital District staff
shall consult, as needed to plan and develop facilities and
services, on an on-going basis to assure the planning and
development of facilities and services which meet the health
care needs of the Town residents.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
Town Council; Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital District
Schedule: Continuous

Policy 2

Cooperale in the continued development of medical and
health care facilities i accordance with the changing
demographics of the community.

Program 2.A

As the Town's population continues Lo grow and additional
convalescent and senior housing is developed, the Town shall
coordinate with fransportation service providers and the
Hi-Desert Memorial Hospital District to maintain
accessibility to health care facilities and services so that
residents in general and seniors in particular, will be served
quickly and efficiently.

Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; Hi-Desert Memonal Hospital District
Schedule: Immediate, Continuous
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS, FACILITIES, AND
UTILITIES ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Public Buildings, Facilities and Utilities
Element is to descoibe the varions structures facilities, and
utilities operated by public and quasi-public agencies, and to
set forth poals, policies and programs which address the jong
term planning needs of the community. It is the intent of this
Element to provide sufficient information to identify
important and critical facilities and to assure coordinated
planning and development to keep pace with growth in the
community.

BACKGROUND

The Public Buildings, Facilities, and Utilities Element is
directly related to the Land Use, Schools and Libraries and
Circulation Elements.

The Town of Yucca Valley is a unique rural community
which contains a variety of public buildings, facilities, and
utilities utilized for the benefit of all members of the
community. These buildings and facilities range from a
community center that includes a Senior Center and Library,
to utility services, including Southern California Edison,
Century Cable, and many others. These facilites are
discussed and evaluated in order to determine the need for
expansion of services within the Town for its present and
future residents and visitors. Preservation of habitat is an
important consideration in future development of public
facilities.

Among the statutory functions of the planning agency s to,
*annually review the Capital Improvement Program of the
City or County and the local public works projects of other
local agencies for their consistency with the General Plan...”
(Government Code Section 65103(c)). However, a local
govemnment may emphasize the importance of this issue by
requiring an optional Public Facilities Element (Government
Code Section 65303), as the Town of Yucca Valley has done.

The following table provides a summary of existing and
proposed public facilities within the Town of Yucca Valley.

Table V1-6
Public Facilities in the Town of
Yucca Valley - 1995

Facility

Community Center Complex

« Town Hall

«Hi-Desert Nature Museum

~Senior Center

«Counry Library

*Community Center

*Meering Rooms

Maintenance Facility

»Skateboard Park

“BMX Track

«Hi-Desert Water District Recharge Basin

Public Schools

«Yucca Valley Elementary School
*Yueca Valley Community School
*La Contenta Jr. High School
«Sky High School

*Yucca Valley High School

Town Maintenance and Equipment Storage Yards
(Hi-Desert Park

Yucca Valley Airport

Building and Safety Offices

U.S. Post Office

Yucea Valley Fire Protection District
California Department of Forestry
CalTrans Highway Maintenance Station
Southern California Gas Company
Southern California Edison

Century Cable

Hi-Desert Water District

Contract Post Office

Boys and Girls Club

Parks (Please refer to the Pérks, Recreation and Trails
Element)
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While this discussion centers on lands and facilities of the
Town of Yucca Valley, utility buildings and substations must
be given special consideration in the planning process, in
order to assure therr compatibility with surrounding land
uses.

Location of Buildings and their Facilities

The location of public buildings and facilities is largelv
dependent upon ther function in the community. To
efficiently plan for the future needs of the community, public
buildings should be logicaily integrated into the land use
patterns of the Town. Most public buildings serve as offices
where residents and business people come to conduct
business. Because of this, public buildings should be
conveniently located and of adequate size.

The location of Town storage and maintenance vards, Utility
substations, and other quasi-industrial lands must be
addressed in the context of another set of considerations.
Among these considerations is the compatibility and
integration of these facilities within the land uses and
landscape environment of the surrounding areas. Utility
nfrastructure, including electrical substations and pumping
and switching facilities, can generate excessive noise and can
also detract from the scenic features of an area, especially in
rural settings. Methods used to integrate utility infrastructure
with the surrounding area can include: noise attenuation,
decorative screening walls and landscape buffers around
major facilities, or the construction of telephone and other
equipment buildings in an architectural styvle compatible with
the surrounding built environment.

There are a number of structures within the Town that can be
considered public buildings or facilities. It is important to
define the future expansion plans of each of these facilities in
order to evaluate their capability of serving the Town of
Yucca Valley and its future population.

Civic Center Complex

The Yucea Valley Civic Center 1s located immediately north
of State Highway 62 and west of State Highway 247. The
Center houses a wide range of facilities, offices and recreation
and open space areas. These include the Town Hall complex
which houses the Town Administrative Offices, the Hi-Desert
Nature Museum, the Town Library and various meeting
facilities. The Civic Center Complex is also the site of the
Yucca Valley Senior Center, as well as a variety of ball fields
and other recreational amenities. Each of the major facilities
is briefly discussed below.

Town Hall

Town Hall is the principle administrative center of the
community. A front counter allows residents and other
visitors to confer with staff and to obtain information. These
facilities were expanded in 1995 with a 2300 square fool
addition’,

Hi-Desert Nature Museum

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum, in the Civic Center complex,
1s a 5,000 square foot, family-oriented facility  with
collections and exhibits relating to the area’s unique
historical and ecological setting. The Museum features live
exhibits of small desert animals and reptiles in their natural
surroundings. Public education is a priority for the Museum,
which participates in many community and education
programs about the desert and its natural resources. With the
expansion of the Museum’s collections, the increase in school
populations, and the need to increase educational
opportwuties for residents and visitors, it is the poal of the
Hi-Desert Nature Museum to expand their programming and
facilities. A possible expansion would inciude an additional
7,500 square fest to provide additional exhibit space for
natural history, earthquakes, and the history of the Morengo
Basin, Existing and future use of the Museumn and the
interest shown in this faciliey will help determine when an
expansion of the Museum is warranted® {Also see the Arts,
Culture, and Humanities Element).

Senior Center

Also within the Civic Center Complex is the Senior Center.
The 3,100 square foot facility is home to a varietv of
programs such as Meals on Wheels, the Senior Club, and
various seruor information referral services such as tax
assistance and legal counseling. This facility is available to
the public for meetings and gatherings. This facility has
capacity for future expansion for additional activity areas®.

Yucca Valley Library

The Yucca Valley Branch Library is pari of the San
Bemardino County Library system with connection to an

1 Telecorrmmemication with James Schooler, Town of Yucea Valley, November 29,
1993,

2 Telecosnrrumication with Jim DeMersman, Hi-Desert Nature Museum, November
29,1993,

3 Teleconmmumication with James Schoeler, Town of Yucca Valley, November 29,
1993,
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on-line computer system. There are no plans for the
expansion of the library facility. General Standards for the
provision of librarics and facilities* call for approximately
10,000 square feet of library space per 36,000 population,
18.3 weekly service hours per 10,000 population, and 2.82
bocks per capita. (Also see the Schools and Libranes
Element).

Community Services/Maintenance
Facilities

The Town is responsible for maintaining 134 miles of public
(non-state) roads, all Town buildings, and the Town's parks.
Maintenance equipment is stored at the Hi-Desert Park’s
maintenance building and in the Southern California Edison
yard.

Public Schools

The Morongo Unified School District (MUSD) encompasses
more than 1,350 square miles of service area, It provides
public education to residents of the Morongo Basin, which
includes the communities of Joshua Tree, Landers, and
Morango Valley, as well as the City of Twentynine Palms,
the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, and the Town
of Yucca Valley. Yucca Valley's public schools include
Yucca Valley Elementary School on Hopi Trail, Yucca Mesa
Elementary Charter School just north of the Town at
Aberdeen and Avalon, La Contenta Junior High School on La
Contenta Road, Yucca Valley Community Schoo! off Papago
Trail, Yucca Valley High School on Sage, and Sky High
School off Skypark Drive. Onaga Elementary School is
considered one of six new facilities needed by the year 2000
in the Morongo Unified Schoo! District. Its construction was
completed in 1995 and it is located in the southeast part of
Town on Onaga Trail’ (Please see the Schools and Libraries
Element for a more detailed discussion).

Yucca Valley Airport

The Yucca Valley Airport is a privately operated facility, in
a long term lease with the Yucca Valley Airport District. The
airport is located on a 35 acre dry wash, one-half mile
northeast of Yucca Valley's central business district.

It is a public use airport that is classified in the National Plan
of Intggrated Airport Systems as a general aviation, basic
utility facility accommodating aircraft of a maximum gross
weight of 12,000 pounds. It is home to fifty-two single
engine aircraft and has a field clevation of 3,224 feet, a
dimension runway of 4,363 x 60 feet, with pilot controlled

lighting. As an example of the activity generated by the
Yucca Valley Airport, from mid-1990 to md-1991,
approximately 3,000 operations were generated by
airport-based aircraft while 9,500 operations were accounted
for by transient aircraft.

Homes with attached and unattached hangars have been
constructed along the south property line for the convenience
of residents with locally based aircraft. Other on-site facilities
include several hanpars located on the southwest corner of the
site. The Yucca Valley Airport District has initiated a formal
request to develop a Master Plan for this facility in upcoming
years. This Master Plan is expected to address the need for
additional hangars and aircraft parking areas, as well as
improvements to taxiway and the runway. Possible future
expansions to the airport may include the construction of a
bridge over the wash as a means of lengthening the runway
in an easterly direction to enable access to the industrial area
between the east end of the mninway and Balsa Avenue.
Extensions to taxiway are also possible towards the north and
south of the runway.

Future expansion of the airport’s facilities are not imperative
at this time since the California Aviation System Plan shows
that the airport facility has a capacity large enough to serve
the population through 2005 and beyond. The airport is
considered to have a 200,000 operations capacity, however,
in the year 2005 only 12,900 total operations are predicted®.
Eventual lengthening of the runway may be necessary o
accommaodate larper aircraft.

County Offices

There are several County offices within the Town limits to
serve unincorporated lands within the area. These offices
include the Assessors Office, the Department of Building and
Safety, the County Supervisor’s Field Offices, Public Social
Services, and the GAIN program. The current (1993)
location of these facilities and their future expansion can
assist the Town in its development as a regional
administrative center.

4 Egc Damian Kelly Planning, Growth, and Public _Eacilities a Primer for Local
Officials, American Planning Associution, Planning Advisory Service Repon
Number 447, September 1993.

5 Morongo Unified School District, Morenge Unified School District 1592 Annual

Report, Morongo Unified School District Offices, Twentynine Palms, CA, 1993,

6 San Bermardino, County of, Afrport Comprehensive Land Use Plan-Yucca Valley

Airport, Plarming Depariment of San Bemardine County, San Bernardine, 1992
Page 4.
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1.5, Post Office

The United States Post Office serving Yucca Valley is a
relatively new facility and is the largest post office serving the
Morongo Basin. This facility, built in 1988, is Iocated south
of State Highway 62 on Yucca Trail at Joshua Lane. The
facility includes all basic postal services offered in most other
facilities such as post office boxes, voter registration, mail
boxes, shipping services and postage stamp sales. The only
service not offered at this location is passport services. The
structure is 18,500 square feet and the site accommodates
outdoor postal vehicle storage, and parking lots for customers
and employees. As of 1993, there were no plans for its
expansion .

Yucca Valley Fire Protection District

Fire protection and emergency medical response services are
provided by the Yucca Valley Fire Protection District of the
San Bernardino County Fire Department, which maintains
two stations staffed by firefighters and paramedics
twenty-four hours a dav. The District’s headguarters are
located on Highwav 62. As the population of the Town
increases and the need for expanded fire protection services
arises, it will be-critical that the Town and the Fire Protection
Dnstrict coordinate planning efforts to expand future facilities
and services®. (Please see the Fire and Police Element for
more details).

Caiifornia Department of Forestry

The California Department of Forestry is a State office
specifically devoted to wildland fires and their prevention.
The Department station is located on Airway Avenue, south
of Highway 62. The Department will extend their services
to the Town in the event of a major brush fire or large fire
within its boundaries. It is unknown at this time whether the
Department's factlitics and their services will be increased.
(Please see the Fire and Police Element for more details).

Utility Companies and Their Facilities

Hi-Desert Water District, Southern California Gas Company,
Southern California Edison, General Telephone, and Century
Communication are the ‘major utility companies serving
residents of the Town of Yucca Valley. Utility company
facilities include pumping stations, electrical substations, and
telephone switching stations. General Telephone has a service
facility yard in the Town and, provides all of its services by
phone. Both the Hi-Desert Water District and Southern
California Edison have offices and maintenance facilities on
Highway 247, just south of the airport. Other utility

companies within the Town have no cwrent plans for
expansion,

CalTrans State Highway
Maintenance Station

The CalTrans Maintenance Station is located on La Contenta
Road just south of Highway 62, within the Town of Yucca
Valley. In 1992, the Maintenance Station underwent a major
transformation to comply with Federal Building and Safety
Codes for disabled persons. During the expansion, two rest
rooms, a shower, and a 450 square feet of slorage were added
{0 the facility”.

Sports Complex Constroction

The Town owns most of its parkland. Ideas for the future
expansion of the Town's park fzcilities include the
construction of a major sports complex (Please see the Parks,
Recreation and Trails, and Land Use Elements for more
details). This community sports complex may provide such
facilities as an Olympic- sized pool, gymnasium, weight
rooms, sports track, and other sports-related facilities. During
the final siting for this public facility, the Town must
consider the swrounding land uses, areas in need of park
facilities, necessary site conditions, and land available to
develop such a significant public recreation facilin for the
Town,

“Critical Structures”

Critical structures are those facilities ranging from imporiant
to essential that are located in seismic areas, or arcas that are
subject to natural hazardous occurrences. Critical structures
include those facilities required to-provide emergency
services following an earthquake or other local emergencies,
such as fires and floods. Fire and police stations, hospitals,
major roadways, and the Yucca Valley Airport are examples
of facihties needed during emergency operations. Where
appropriate, the sating of these facilities should be located in
areas that would experience the least seismic or hazardous
activities. Building design should include allowances for the
offset of building foundations resulting from surface
displacements.

7 Telecommunication with Petz Antheny, Post Marker, U.S. Post Office-Yucea
Valiley, December 6, 1993.

8 Chamber of Comrerserce, Informational Sheets on the Town of Yucez Vallev-"Fire
Protection Services”, Chamber of Commerce, Yucca Valley, 1993,

9 Telecornmunication with, CalTrans Maintenance Station, November 29, 1993.
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Due to the Town's high seismic damage potential occurring
in Seismic Zone IV as defined by the Uniform Building Code,
special consideration should be made in the development or
expansion of future “critical structures”. These should
include thorough engineering analysis, building sating and
design, and compatibility. (Please see the Seismic Safety and
Emergency Preparedness and Health Services Elements for
more details.)

UTILITIES

One of the principal concerns which must be addressed in the
review of development proposals is the availability of utility
services and facilities. Most new developments are currently
required to have available domestic water, natural gas and
electricity, and telephone service. Planning and land
development issues include delivery systems that assure the
long-term availability of energy resources, their safe
transportation and utilization, the locating of energy
penerating plants and distribution lines, and the efficient and
cost-effective extension of services.

The Town of Yucca Valley is jointly responsible for
coordinating with private and quasi-public agencies offering
public services such as telephone, gas and electricity, to
assire compliance with the General Plan and the provision of
adequate carrying capacity to the commumity through the
Capital Improvement Program. The California Government
Code Sections 65302 (a) (b) (e) requires that the planning
apency “‘annually review the capital improvement program of
the city or county and the local public works projects of other
local agencies for their consistency with the General Plan.”
Therefore, the Town must continue to coordinate with the
various agencies to review the efficiency and availability of
services provided.

Water

As discussed at length in the Water Resources Element,
Water services are provided by the Hi-Desert Water District,
which lies within the Mojave Water Agency service
boundaries. The Hi-Desert Water District derives water
resources principally from the Warren Valley Ground Water
Basin underlying the Town of Yucca Valley. The Warren
Valley Ground Water Basin is to be recharged by the Sate
Water Project beginning in 1994, Hi-Desert Water District’s
water System depends on the supply of water available and
the capacity of storage facilities and distribution systems to
deliver water on demand. Water supplies must be capable of
meeting maximum daily demands; storage must be capable of
meeting peak hour demand, in addition to fire flow volumes

and an emergency reserve; and the distribution system must
be able to provide required service and fire flows and
adequate pressures throughout the system.

The Morongo Basin Pipeline, a $52 mullion project with
seventy-one miles of pipeline, consists of 30 and 36 inch
pipelines, a purmnping station in Johnson Valley, and is
capable of delivering approximately 14,000 acre feet per
year, or 19 cubic feet per second. The Hi-Desert Water
District’s allocation from the Mojave Water Apgency is
currently set (1994) at 4,282 acre feet per year. As of 1995,
the Mojave Water Agency constructed a five million gallon
reservoir and additional pipelines to direct water into the
Town of Yucca Valley (pleasc see the Water Resources
Element for a more detailed discussion).

Waste Water Facilities

The Town is not served by a sewage collection system or by
a waste water treatment facility, On-site septic systems are
utilized by residents and cormumercial and industrial
operations throughout the Town. The Hi-Desert Water
District is exploring the possibilities of establishing a
wastewater treatmment system in order to actively protect the
groundwater of the area, and to provide a supplemental water
source for non-potable use,

In May 1993, the Hi-Desert Water District had Montgomery
Watson conduct a wastewater collection and treatment
feasibility study for two primary reasons: (1) the
concentration of nitrates and total dissolved solids at some
wells in the Yucca Valley area 1s increasing, and may be due
to the current use of septic systems, and (2) since 1938, the
level of the aquifer, which provides water to the area, has
declined on the average more than 40 feet, per year.

This study concludes that a waste water treatment facility 15
feasible in the area if it is implemented in phases, and
proposes that a 1.0 million gallons per day (mgd) system be
built in the first stage to service approximately thirty percent
of the total population of the Hi-Desert Waler District’s

" service area. Preliminary estimates show that this type of

system can be built for a monthly cost of less than $30 per
household. A planned, systematic expansion of this facility
would potentially allow for the facility to serve a higher
percentage of the community'®.

10 Hi-Desen Water District Wastewater Collection and Treatment
Feasihility Evaluation, Montgomery Watson, May 1993,
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Due to the substantial cost and high impact of the
construction of this type of facility, the Hi-Desert Water
District has not reached a decision regarding the installation
of a waste water treatment facility. There are several
alternatives o be considered, and the Hi-Desent Water
District must evaluate the potential costs and impacts of all
of the feasible options.

Energy

Planned future land use patterns and rates of development can
be expected to affect the siting of major energy services and
facilities, including natural gas pumping stations, electrical
substations, regional power plants, and the location of
distribution or transmission lines in the Town and the General
Plan study area. The mverse is also true,

Gas Service

Southern California Gas Company provides natural gas
service to the majonty of the Town. Two, four and six inch
transmission and distribution gas lines run throughout the
community along many of the Town streets. Exhibit VI-1
shows the Jocation of major gas lines, four inch and six inch,
which provide service in the Yucca Valley community. This
map does not include the locations of two inch distribution
lines that are widespread throughout the Town. The Southern
California Gas Company has the facilities to extend service
to existing unserved and future development. Major gas lines
do not exist in the southwest and northwest portions of the
Town, due to the rough terrain in these areas which severely
restricts developmeni. Gas service is available to commereial,
industrial and residential users in the Town, with costs
varying with seasons and amount of use.

As discussed in the Energy Resources Element, propane, coal
and wood burning are also used in the Town of Yucca Valley
for space heating, water heating and cooking. Extensive use
of wood and coal have the potential to cause adverse impacts
to ambient air quality.

Telephone Service

Business and residential telephone service in Yucca Valley
and all Morongo Basin communities is provided by GTE
California. Headquartered in Thousand Oaks, GTE California
provides a variety of basic and special services and features
to businesses and residential customers. Three types of
residential telephone service are offered. Flat rate service
provides for unlimited local calls al one price. Measured
service has a lower monthly rate but incremental charges for

local calls. GTE's Lifeline service is also available, within
certain restrictions, to low income customers.

Local calls are considersd to be any location from zero (o
twelve miles, and the cost of a local calls has a set rate for the
first minute and an addition rate for each subsequent minute
thereafier. A vaniety of service options are available including
calling cards, Personal Secretary, Smart Call services and
business line 800.

Electrical Service

Electrical services are provided in the Yucca Valley area by
Southem California Edison (SCE). By choosing
energy-efficient appliances for their homes, Yucca Vallev
residents can save money and energy while helping the
environment by conserving resources. Without subscribing
to the various energy efficient rebate programs, restdents can
expect to pay a $.10 per day consumption charge, along with
less than 8.15 per KWH. -

It is important Lo provide cost-effective electrical power in
the community in order to attract residents and businesses
alike. The cost of electricity can have a substantial impact on
businesses, and its affordability through reasonable rates and
Energy conservalion incentives is essential to the continued
growth of the Yucca Valley commercial center.

Exhibit VI-2 shows the location of major electricity
transmission lines which service the Yucca Valley area. As of
1994, there were two 115 kilovolt lines which ran through the
area, serving both as primary and emergency back-up lines.
The first line runs along the Twentynine Palms Highway and
converges with the more southerly line to the west at the
Devers Substation near Desert Hot Springs, and o the east at
the Hi-Desert Substation, located in Twentynine Palms.

Cable Television

In the Yucca Valley area in 1995, Century Communication
offered a wide variety of television channels including
premium - channels and  pay-per-view.  Centurv
Communication supplies materials for in-home wiring and
underground condwit at no cost during construction of
housing tracts and apartment complexes. During the past few
years, cable television has expanded, offering home shopping
networks and other interactive services that will continue to
expand and play a larger role in communities throughout the
Yucca Valley area. Century Communication is currently

(1995) installing fiber optic cable, which will be able to
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provide a much wider variety of programming and
interactivity.

Solid Waste Disposal Service

Solid waste in the community is primarily handled by
Hi-Desert Disposal, which offers both residential and
commercial services, with pick-up provided once a week.

Hi-Desert Disposal offers special services for customers that
produce large levels of waste; such as, restaurants which
generally require a minimum of two pick-up per month. This
cost effective and efficient service is essential in assuring use
by residents, and a clean, trash-free community. All of the
trash collected in the Town of Yucca Valley 1s distributed
between the Landers and Morongo Valley Landfills.

Recycling Service and AB 939

Hi-Desert Recycling, a state certified recycling center, 1s
located at 55525 Yucca Trail in the Town of Yucca Valley,
and recyeles glass, plastic, aluminum, tin and newspapers.
They offer pick-up for large loads of recyclabie material, but
do not offer weekly or monthly residential pick up. The
company also buys non-ferrous scrap metal and will take
newspapers and tin to recycle at no cost to the resident.

In 1993, it was estimated that each month the Hi-Desert
Recycling Center took in about twenty tons of aluminum,
fifieen to twenty tons of glass, two tons of plastic and a large
amount of newspaper''.

The continued recycling effort of the community is essential
in extending the life of the existing and limited landfills, and
providing opportunities for the manufacturing of new
products from the recycled materials. In 1989, the State of
California passed Assembly Bill 939 (AB 939) which
requires that every city and county in California implement
programs to recycle, reduce at the source and compost (RSC}
25% of their solid waste by the year 1995 and 50% by the
year 2000. In 1992, the Town of Yucca Valley initiated the
Source Reduction and Recycling Element (SRRE}, which was
the first step in coordinating with Hi-Desert Disposal and
Hi-Desert Recycling to meet the requirements of AB 939.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

The provision of all of the services addressed in this Element
has a direct impact on the economic strength of the
community. Future land use patterns will generate a greater
need for services, and it is imperative to manage growth so

that demand for these services does not exceed the total
available supply and/or capacity.

The provision of water, energy and other services must be
planned to accommodate present and anticipated needs, and
will play a major role in determining the location, intensity,
and timing of future development. The availability of sewer
and water connections, and the availability of water from the
Stale Water Project will have an impact upon future
devclopment.

The Town shall continue to develop a close and integral
relationship with the various providers of public utility
services. This requires that the Town establish and maintain
close contacis and coordination to assure that current and
future demands are met. The involvement of the Hi-Desert
Water District, Southern California Edison, Southern
California Gas and other providers in the development
planning and review process will help to assure this close
coordination.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

Although public facilities are built to accommodate present
and anticipated needs, some {most notably water, sewer, and
electricity) play a major role in determining the location,
intensity, and timing of future development. Each year, local
governmental agencies (including counties, school districts,
and special districts) planning the construction of capital
facilities must submit a list to the planning agency
{Government Code 65401) of proposed projects which they
would like implemented'?. In the case of the Town, the
planning agency with jurisdiction must then review the
projects for conformity with the General Plan.

The development and implementation of a CIP would project
annual expenditures for acquisition, construction,
rehabilitation, and replacement of public buildings and
facilities such as streets, street lights, parks, police and fire
facilities, and other public facilities and buildings.

L 1. Hi-Deszrt Recycling Genieral Manager Yueea Valley, personal communication
September 29, 15993

12 OHce Planning and Reacarch, State of Californin Generab Plan Guidelines, Sacramente,
Catifornis, June 1987, Poge 176-177,
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Locations of Major Gas Lines
in the Town of Yucca Valley
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PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES
GOAL, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL

To assure the compatible and aesthetic integration of public
buildings and facilities in order o provide existing and future
residents with adequate public services.

Policy 1

Coordinate with public utilities and special districts to assure
the [east inrusive and most compatible integration of related
buildings and facilities into the fand use pattern of the

community.

Program 1.A

Utility comparues shall be encouraged to volve citizen
participation in the sating of proposed facilities prior to
secking Town approval for facilities which may have an
impact on the surrounding community.

Responsible Agency: Appropriate utility companies;
Community Development Department

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Program 1.B

All new mainienance areas and utility substations and similar
facilities shall be integrated with surrounding land uses and
regulated in order to maintain a compatible and aesthetically
pleasing community through the use of appropriate buffers,
architectural design and landscape, and signage.
Responsible Agency: Community Development Department
Schedule: Iimmediate; Continuous.

Program 1.C

To the extent appropnate and practical, the Town shall
require all utility facilities {(with the exception of substations,
outdoor storage areas and pumping stations) to be fully
enclosed in buildings which are aesthetically compatible with
the areas in which they are located.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Program 1.D

Coordinate with Southern California Edison to identifv and
estimate future demand for electricity and corresponding
electric wtility facilities required to serve local and regional
growth,

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
Sonthern California Edison

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Policy 2

Develop public buildings and facilities which house Town
government activities in a functional, aesthetically pleasing,
and convenient place for residents and Town officials 1o
conduct business. Public art should be encouraged in the
development of public facilities.

Program 2.A

Design guidelines for all Town government buildings should
be developed to assure consistency in style and to ensure the
integration of those structures with the natural and built
ENVITONmEnt.

Responsible Agency: Commumty Development Department
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Policy 3

Require critical structures within the Town to be designed to
remain functional following the maximum earthquake and
associated ground shaking at the site of the structure. (Refer
to the Seismic Safety Element for more details.)

Program 3.A

Restrict the location of critical structures and facilities (i.e.,
hospitals, fire, police, airport and communication facilities)
from peologically and hydrologically hazardous areas
whenever possible.
Responsible  Agency:
Department; Town Engineer
Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Community  Development

Program 3.B

Require that all proposals for cntical structures, regardless of
location within the Town, demonstrate safety in terms of
geologic and other engineering conditions of the site.
Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; Town Engineer

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous.

Policy 4

Make every effort to assure the long-term availability of sites
for the development and expansion of Town buildings, utility
infrastructure, and other public facilities.

Program 4.A

Confer and coordinate with public utilities and other public
and quasi-public agencies regarding their long term needs,
when peniodically reviewing land use patterns and the Town
Land Use Map.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Dept;
public and quasi-public agencies serving the Town
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Schedule: 1995-1996; every five years.

Policy 5

Investigate the feasibility of preparing a Capital Improvement
Plan to replace the yearly evaluation of proposed Capital
Improvement Projects.

Program 5.A

Carefully assess, and if appropriate implement the
preparation of a Master Capital Improvement Program to be
drafted a minimum of once every five years.

Responsible Agency: Town Council; Town Manager, All
Town Departments

Schedule: 1995-1996; Minimum once every five years.

Policy 6

The Town of Yucca Valley recognizes and supports the
Yucca Valley Airport facilities as important and essential
facilities during normal operations and in times of local
emergencies.

Program 6.A

Confer and cooperate with the Airport District to create
programs which will help the Yueca Valley Airport provide
assistance and possible essential services in the event of
major emergencies.

Responsible Agency: Yucca Valley Airport Districi,
Community Development Department

Schedule: 1995-1996; Continuous,

PUBLIC UTILITIES
GOAL, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL

A full range of public utilities and related services in the
Town of Yucca Valley that provide for the immediate and
Jong-term needs of the entire community.

Policy 1
Assure the provision of adequate public utility services and
Tacilities for all residents within the community

Program 1.A

Coordinate with all utility/infrastructure service providers to
assure the minimal impacts to the environment and the
community, and to assure adequate service for all proposed
development.

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
Utility Purveyors

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Policy 2
Assure the timely and cost-cffective expansion and extension
of services that complement community development.

Program 2.A

Coordinate developer financing with the Town's Capital
Improvement Program to ensure adequate capacity of
services and facilities for future growth.

Responsible  Agency:  Commumty  Development
Department; Utility Purveyors '

Schedule: Continuous

Program 2.B

Confer and coordinate with appropriate agencies in the
gvaluation of infrastructure capacity and needed
improvements as part of the Town's growth management.
Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; Utility Purveyors

Schedule: Continuous

Policy 3

Confer and cooperate with the Hi-Desert Water District to
assure an adequate water system for existing and future
development and maintain an adequate reserve of water in
storage Tacilities.

Program 3.A

Confer and cooperate with the Hi-Desert Water Distriet to
update a contingency plan for potential water shortages
including ground water management, locations for additional
storage facilities and water conservation programs.
Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; Hi-Desert Water District

Schedule: Immediate; Continuous

Policy 4

Confer and cooperate with the Hi-Desert Water District in
determining need and developing long-term plans for the
construction of a waste water treatment plant and sewer
collection system to provide long-term protection of the vital
groundwater basin.

Program 4.A

Confer and cooperate with the Hi-Desert Water District in
assuring that if the waste water treatment plant is established,
new development shall interconnect and pay the fair share of
development or expansion and operating costs.
Responsible  Agency:  Community  Development
Department; Hi-Desert Water District

Schedule: Continuous
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Policy 5

Confer and coordinate with all utility purveyors in the
planning, designing and sating of distribution and supporting
facilities to assure the timely expansion of services in a
manner which minimizes environmental impacts and
disturbance of existing improvements

Program 5.A

Canfer and coordinate with SCE and Southern California Gas
to monitor all excavation work to protect underground
utilities, and require that all development which may inhibit
access to existing lines relocate lines per SCE and Southem
California Gas standards.

Responsible Agency: Commmumity Development Department,
Southern California Edison; Southern Califormia Gas
Company

Schedule: Continuous

Policy 6

Implement AB 939 through the Source Reduction and
Recycling Element (SRRE) and make every effort to reduce
25% of its solid waste by 1995, and 50% by the year 2000.

Program 6.A -

Confer and cooperate with the Hi-Desert Recycling center
and Hi-Desert Disposal in the development of procedures and
dismbution of information which encourages recycling of
paper, glass, aluminum, and other metal materials.
Responsible Agency: Community Development Department;
Hi-Desert Recvcling Center; Hi-Desert Disposal

Schedule: 1995-19%6; Continuous

Policy 7

The development of utility facilities shall be coordinated
through and comply with all development standards of the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance.

Program 7.A

The consolidation of underground utility lines and other
subsurface transmission facilities shall be encouraged as a
means of limiting the impact of these facilities on the
disruption of traffic and roadways.

Responsible Agency: Commumity Development Department;
Southern California Edison; and other appropriate Utility
Purveyaors

Schedule: Continuous

Program 7.B

The shared use of major transmission commidors, where
feasible, and other appropriate measures shall be encouraged
as a means of preserving the aesthetic resources of the Town,

and to lessen the visual impacts of such developmen:.
Responsible Agency: Commmumnity Development Department:
all applicable Utility Purveyors -
Schedule: Continuous

Policy 8

Confer and coordinate with the Southern California Edison
and Southern California Gas Companies on the future
provision of vehicle recharge and compressed natural pas
(CNG) stations, respectively, in the Town.

Program 8.A

Shall regularly confer and coordinate with Southemn
California Edison and Southem California Gas on the
training, long-term planning and eventua! development of
vehicle recharge and refilling stations as the vehicular
dernand for their respective “fuels” dictate.

Responsible  Apency: Community  Development
Department; Southern California Edison; Southemn California
Gas Company

Schedule: Annual consultation; Future program develop
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ARTS, CULTURE, AND HUMANITIES ELEMENT

PURPOSE

The Arts, Culture and Humanities Element sets forth policies
and programs that maximize the role the Town can play in
encouraging and supporting the cultural development of the
community. In addition to the direct support given to Town-
sponsored activities and facilities, the Town can also play an
important role in helping to encourage and enhance the
activities of public and privale non-profit enterpnses
supporting the arts, The pupose and intent of this
involvement is 10 encourage a better understanding of the
cultural environment in Yucea Valley.

BACKGROUND

Dircctly related Elements include the Cultural Resources
Element, which conveys the past cultural traditions of the
Native Americans and early settlers. The Open Space,
Mineral, Energy and Conservation Element reflects the high
degree of importance the community places upon its rural
character and open and wild lands, including the Joshua Tree
National Park and other natural resources in and near Yucca
Valley. In addition, the Schools and Libraries Element
addresses these vital institutions and facilities that are the
principle vehicles for the transmission of art and cultura]
traditions to young residents. The Parks, Recreation, and
Trails Element plays an essential role in providing facilities
and coordinated activities for sport and recreation. Also, the
Biological Resources Elemnent recognizes the community's
dedication to the preservation of wildlife and habitat as the
reason many have chosen to live in the Yucca Valley
community.

As a source of cultural and artistic tradition, the Town of
Yucca Valley and the Morongo Basin have a long and
interesting history of human culture to draw upon, extending
from the seasonal villages and camps of pre-Colombian
Indians, with their rock art and pottery, to the modern town
with state-of-the-art . technologies and communications
systems. Today those living in Yucca Valley encompass a
wide range of artistic appreciation and cultural diversity with
common roots and shared values. In an essential way, this
tradition and modern cultural sensitivity of the community is
formed more than every by the natural environment and our
awareness of it. From this rich source of nourishment and
inspiration the Town forms its cultural and artistic
foundations.

Beginnings and Opportunities for cultural and Artistic
Expressions and Appreciation

The Town is fortunate in that it has existing facilities and
institutions not found in much larger commumties, to serve as
the basis from which to spawn culiural and artistic
ennchment, throughout the community and well beyond. The
following discussion briefly describes the cultural and artistic
resources currently (1994) available within the community.

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum 1s located within the civic
center complex, just north of Highway 62, and is owned and
operated by the Town of Yucca Valley. The museum is
housed in a 5,313 square foot bwlding, providing three
exhibit areas, including a collection of live desert fauna, such
as spiders, scorpions, snakes and small rodents. While the
museumn's current focus is on wildlife, it also provides space
for native American crafts, fine arts and photographs as an
gssential part of current and future exhibits.

The Museum staff is actively working on plans to expand the
facility in order to provide more extensive natural history
gxhibits, which will display native an settler cultures, Yucca
Valley ecology exhibits, and earthquake exhibits. Planned
additional exhibit space would also allow the museum to hold
shows of local artists using various media, ranging from oil
and acrylic paintings, watercolors and prints, to sculpture and
textiles, In the future, the museum may also become host to
regutar musical events. The use of the public access channel
on the local cable system to promote museum activities,
would also enhance the community's use of this valuable
resource.

Hi-Desert Museum Association

The Hi-Desert Museum Association is a 501(c)(3)-private,
non-profit corporation established in the 1970s. Its specific
objectives are (1) to lend support and to promote interest m
the Hi-Desert Nature Museum, (2) to receive, administer and
disburse funds and property for chanitable, scientific, literary
or educational purposed, and (3) to cooperate and work with
the Town of Yucca Valley’s Hi-Desert Nature Museum.

Originally established to preserve local historical and cultural
artifacts for local display and exhibition, the Museum
Association gave birth to, and is a major benefactor of the
museum, providing funding and volunteers that support
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operations, and through major loans of artifacts and exhibits,
The Museum Association also owns the Desert Christ Park,
which includes monumental sculptures by Antone Martin
(Also see Archaeological and Historic Resources Element).
This facility has the potential to serve as an important venue
for future cultural events, and currently hosts the Deserr
Festival of the Arts sponsored by the Museum Association,

Pioneertown

Located just northwest of the town limits, Pioneertown has
been selected by movie and television producers as the
archetypal site representing the old west. It has been the scene
of classic weslerns and continues to attract visitors and
residents alike to the Town, with its example of western
tradition.

Copper Mountain College and the
Copper Mountain Symphony

Copper Mountain College, located in Joshua Tree, provides
a wide ranpe of educational experiences for residents of the
Town of Yucea Valley and the Morongo Basin. The college
art department is one of 1ts largest, and allows students to take
one or several courses. The Copper Mountain Symphony
Orchestra is based at the college and performs chamber and
symphonic music on various occasions throughout the vear.

Hi-Desert Playhouse

The Hi-Desert Playhouse is a 179 seat theater located in
Joshua Tree, which puts on performances and workshops
throughout the year. In addition to the average of five musical
and non-musical productions put on each year, the playhouse
has guest artists performing throughout the year. The
playhouse is also home to the weekly Repertory Theater
Workshops, and surnmer programs that include two children's
workshops and the Summer Youth Theater, where young
people are engaged in all aspects of the theater arts.

Also associated with the Hi-Desert Playhouse is the Hi-
Chaparral Art Associarion, housed at Guild Hall, on the
playhouse property. This art association holds weekly
workshops and sponsors arts and crafts fairs in October and
May, which focus on the fine arts and crafts. A juried fine arts
show is also held in May.

Yucca Valley and the Morongo Basin are home to a broad
range of artistic talent working in all the major media and
styles. These range from painters of the old west and desert
landscape and water colorists, to those working in pure
abstraction in graphic arts and sculpture. The Yucca Valley

Art Association is another local group that supports and
shows the works of local artists with monthly meetings,
workshops and juned shows. In addition, there are more lacal
art palleries opening in the area, and enthusiasts are traveling
into the Morongo Basin to see and buy the works of many of
the area's artists.

Frank Lioyd Wright and the
Institute of Mentalphysics

An outstanding example of one of this country's and the
world’s greatest architects is the Insrirute of Menialphysics,
portions are attributed to Frank Lloyd Wright Jr., School and
the Phoerux Group. While the institute is focused on the
study of theological matters, metaphysics and worship, the
facilities are accessible to all residents of the community, and
offer an inspirational look at the work of one of this centun's
most important architects.

Film and Movie Theaters

Currently (1995) there is one walk-in theater. Films are
imporiant and generally affordable forms of entertainment
that should be an integral part of the community’'s culture and
entertainment. An effort should be made to attract a multiplex
theater back to the community.

Amphitheater and Outdoor Events

There is widespread recogmtion of the desirability of
constructing an outdoor venue for musical and stage
performances. The concept of an amphitheater and possible
locations have been discussed. It 1s envisioned that such a
facility would be available year-round for daytime
performances in the cooler months and evening performances
during the summer. As a place for picnics and the enjoyment
of music and theater, an amphitheater could be cost-
effectivelv developed to allow large audiences to enjoy
concerts ranging from bluegrass to classical music, and from
local theater to Shakespeare.

Grubstake Days and Great Vibrations

Celebrations of old and new traditions are exemplified in the
Grubstake Days and Great Vibrarions, respectively, which
are held annually in the town of Yucca Valley (Please see
Parks, Recreation, and Trails Element for site location of
Grubstake Days and Great Vibrations). Grubstake Days is
held every Memorial Day weckend in May, and pays homage
to the pioneering spirit and independence of early European
settlers. Celebration include parades, fairs and festivals,
barbecues and rodeos. Great Vibrations is a celebration of
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nature and the resilience of the residents of Yucca Valley. This
festival, and celebration of the arts, reaffirms the strength of
the community and its cohesion and interdependence. The
continuation of these and other similar events further reinforce
the common ground and history that bind and unify the
residents’ possessive sense of community.

Land Use Planning as a Strategy
for Cultural Resource Preservation

1t has consistently been emphasized that the rural life-style of
the community, and the close association residents of Yucca
Valley have with wildlife and the environment, are integral
parts of the community's culture and traditions. The
development of the General Plan Land Use maps has been
based on several essential values embraced by the community.
These include the desire to preserve open spaces, to be
sensitive to and assure the long-term enjoyment of wildlands
and wildlife, and to preserve and protect the cultural heritage
of those inhabitants who lived here long before European
settlers. The Land Use Plan takes these and other special
concerns into account and will play an active role in
preserving these community assels for generations to come.

The preservation of wildlife, and conservation and assurance
of access to open spaces and wildlands, are essential parts of
the cultural inheritance of Yucca Valley. The inspiration
gained from the closeness with which residents live with
wildlife has enhanced appreciation for these valuable
TESOUTCES.

Art in Public Places

Another important opportunity to express and strengthen the
cultural cohesion of the commumity, is through the placement
of art in public places. In the broadest sense, and consistent
with the themes of a rural community that values its natural
places, public art can range from the use of landscaping along
major roadways, reflecting the surrounding rocky canyons and
Joshua woodland, to the more conventional application of this
concept, which includes placement of man-made monumental
sculpture on public lands, or within the rights-of-way of major
roadways.

FUTURE DIRECTIONS

There are several vehicles available to implement the Arts,
Culture and Humanities Element, including the integration of
related considerations into the Master Parks Plan being
developed by the Community Services Commission and
Community Services staff. In addition, as discussed below, the
Town may wish to consider the development of a Yucca

Valley Cultural Master Plan, which would provide a
coordinated approach to making the community aware of its
cultural heritage, and to establish plans for facilities,
activities and events that would broaden the artistic and
cultural life of the community.

Therefore, the Town of Yucca Valley should consider the
preparation of a Cultural Master Plan. This plan would
identify specific projects, including; the expansion of the Hi-
Desert Museumn, development of an amphitheater, expanding
on and encouraging additional events and fairs, and the
support of artists and crafts people through shows at various
Town facilities, and elsewhere throughout the community.
The Plan would also include strategies for coordination and
cooperation with such groups as the Hi-Desert Playhouse,
Copper Mountain Symphony and others to maximize their
support and to avoid conflicting events to the extent practical.

ARTS AND CULTURE
GOALS, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

GOAL 1

The development and prospering of the arts and culture of the
Town of Yucca Valley, and enhanced access to these
amenities for all residents through Town and private efforts
and participation.

GOAL 2

To further enhance the sense of character and identification
in the Town of Yucca Valley, through cultural events, and the
development of all aspects of the arts.

Policy 1

The artistic and cultural heritage of Yucca Valley shall be
enhanced through efforts to expand the available venues for
fine arts and crafts, as well as music and other performance
arts.

Program 1.A

Study the feasibility of developing additional exhibition space
at the Museum and at other Town buildings.

Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and
Community Services Commission

Schedule: 1995-1996.

Program 1.B

Study the feasibility of construction an outdoor amphitheater
for musicals, plays and other performing arts. If determined
feasible, this facility should be integrated into the Cultural
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Master Plan and coordinated with the Parks Master Plan,
Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and
Community Services Commission

Schedule: 1995-1956,

Policy 2
Continue to take an active role in sponsoring cultural events
and exhibitions throughout the community.

Program 2.A

Encourape continuation of the Great Vibrations and
Grubstake festivals as annunal celebrations of the forces of
nature and the power of renewal of the human spint through
the display of the fine arts, musical performances and other
culture and life-affirming activities.

Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and
Community Services Commission

Schedule: Immediate, Continuous.

Program 2.B

The artistic and cultural hentage of the community shall be
progressively integrated into factual and promotional
information which shall be developed and distributed by the
Town of Yucca Valley.

- Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and

Community Services Commission
Schedule: 1995-1996,

Policy 3

Shall develop a Cultural Master Plan that coordinates and
maximizes the town's resources in suppoerting the arts and
culture of the community.

Program 3.A

Bring together a cammuttee comprised of representatives of
the Commumty Services Commussion, Museumn stafT,
representatives of the Museum Association, and other artistic
and cultural leaders, to prepare and submit a Cultural Master
Plan to the Town Couneil

Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and
Community Services Commisston

Schedule: 1995-1996.

Policy 4

Pro-actively demonstrate support for its rural desert heritage
through the integration of indigenous landscape matertals and
themes into major roadway streetscape treatments, with the
possible expansion to place art in public places.

Program 4.A .
Adopt landscape architectural guidelines for major roadways

that include the use of large boulders, and indigenous and
other drought tolerant planting materials.

Responsible Agency: Community Services Departinent and
Commumity Services Cominission

Schedule: 1995-1956.

Program 4.B

Investigate the development of funding mechanisms to
finance the commussioning of sculpture, monumental rock
work and other artistic creations, that are suitable for
placement in public parks and rights-of-way.

Responsible Agency: Community Services Department and
Commumity Services Commission

Schedule: 1995-1994.
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