
 

Town of Yucca Valley 

Community Update 

September 1, 2015 
 

 

Welcome to another edition of the Town’s Community update.  As summer winds down with 
the upcoming Labor Day holiday weekend, we trust that you and your families had an 
enjoyable summer spending time with family and friends.  As kids return to school, busses hit 
the road, and Friday night football returns, we know that summer is over, and fall is in the air. 
 
In the following update, we have highlighted many of the projects and programs underway 
around Town, and hope that you find the information both interesting and useful.  As always, 
we appreciate your participation and feedback at any time.  Visit the Town’s website for 
contact and additional information at www.yucca-valley.org or feel free to stop by Town Hall 
to say hello.   
 
Curtis Yakimow – Town Manager 

 

Save the Date 
 

Town of Yucca Valley – State of the Basin   

October 29, 2015 

Join Yucca Valley Mayor, George Huntington and area public agencies for a regional update 

scheduled for Thursday, October 29th 11:30 am – 1:30 pm at the Yucca Valley Community 

Center.  Agency representatives will inform the public on the primary status of their 

organization and how successes and challenges may impact the basin as a whole. Lunch will be 

provided. Reservations will be required as space is limited. Additional information and 

reservation instructions will be distributed in the near future. 

For more information, contact Town Clerk Lesley Copeland at townclerk@yucca-valley.org 

 

http://www.yucca-valley.org/
mailto:townclerk@yucca-valley.org


 

 
Public Safety News 
As school starts again, we want to take a moment to remind folks to drive cautiously and 

carefully, especially during the morning and afternoon around our neighborhood schools.  

Parents, please remind your children to be alert when crossing streets, and to use crosswalks 

whenever possible.   

 

Recently, many folks have been wondering about how they may be able to establish a 

Neighborhood Watch program in their neighborhood.  To address this request, Town staff and 

the Yucca Valley Sheriff’s Department have been working on a review of the Neighborhood 

Watch Program, and will be holding a workshop in the near future for all citizens interested in 

establishing a local program.  Times, dates and details of the workshop will be coming soon.  

 

Mayor to Hold Regular Office Hours 

Town of Yucca Valley’s Mayor, George Huntington invites the public to become engaged in the 

community and local government. Mayor Huntington will be available at Town Hall every 

Monday, from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. to meet with local individuals to discuss their areas of concern, 

ideas for the community, or to learn more about the activities within the Town.  

 

Individual meetings with the mayor will occur on a first-come, first-served basis. Members of 

the public wishing to meet with Mayor Huntington outside of this designated time are invited 

to call the Town Clerk at (760) 369-7209 x226 to arrange for an appointment. 

 

Recreation Department – Upcoming Events and Activities 
 

Experience Yucca Valley Activity and Events Guide  
Keep track of upcoming events with the Experience Yucca Valley Activity and Events Guide.   

Copies can be picked up at the Community Center and at Town Hall.  It is also available on our 

website at www.yucca-valley.org.   

http://www.yucca-valley.org/pdf/recreation/activity_guide_current.pdf


 

 

Teens Are Invited To Apply For the Town of Yucca Valley Youth 
Commission 
 
Did you know that the Town of Yucca Valley has a Youth Commission?  The Youth Commission 
was established in 1995 to provide for communication between Yucca Valley’s elected officials 
and the young people of the community.  
 
Students in grades 7 through 12 who attend school in Yucca Valley are eligible to serve on the 
Yucca Valley Youth Commission. Up to twenty commissioners can be appointed each year, with 
an effort to represent a variety of schools and grades. Previous commissioners may be 
reappointed to serve additional terms.  Appointments are made in the fall with Youth 
Commission members serving throughout the school year. The Youth Commission is not active 
in the summer months. 
 
Each year, the commissioners strive to discover creative and effective ways to communicate 
with the young people of the community, and with local government officials. In recent years, 
the Youth Commission has produced informative video programs, presented forums to local 
schools and volunteered at community parades and special events. 
 
The Youth Commission meets regularly with Town of Yucca Valley staff members in formal 
public meetings and in less formal workshops. Activity reports are presented to the Parks, 
Recreation, and Cultural Commission and an annual report is given to the Town Council. 
Meetings are at 6:30 p.m. on the first Monday of each month; workshops are scheduled as 
needed. All Youth Commission meetings are open to the public. 
 
Students may apply to serve on the Youth Commission by completing an application. 
Applications for the 2015-16 Youth Commission are available at the community center or online 
at www.yucca-valley.org. The deadline to return a completed application is October 1, 2015.   
For more information contact the Community Services Office, Monday through Thursday, from 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 760-369-7211. 
 

Halloween Spooktacular 
Saturday, October 31, 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
 
Join us for a day of Halloween-themed games and activities at the Yucca Valley Community 
Center. Dress in costume or come as you are and enjoy our frightfully fun activities. 
For more information and contest rules check http://hidesertnaturemuseum.org/ 
 
 

http://hidesertnaturemuseum.org/


 

 
 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum – Upcoming Events and Activities 
 

Museum Closed for Maintenance 
September 17, 2015 – September 30, 2015 

 

The Hi-Desert Nature will be closed from September 17 through September 30, 2015. 

It will reopen again on October 1, 2015 with the “Convincing the Nation” exhibit. 

 



 

 
 

Eat Well, Play Well Exhibit 
Nutrition and Fitness Exhibit Helps Visitors Explore Healthy Choices 

On display June 4 – September 12 

 

What is in the food we eat? Are fruits and vegetables important?  Can everyday activities burn 

calories?  The Hi-Desert Nature Museum offers its newest exhibit, which opened on Thursday, 

June 4th at 10:00 a.m. Visitors will find the answers to a variety of interesting questions by 

exploring nutrition and fitness in Eat Well, Play Well, an engaging and educational science 

exhibit.  The hands-on exhibit appeals to children and their families and features text in English 

and Spanish. 

 

Eat Well, Play Well encourages healthy living by teaching the science of making healthy food 

choices and helping children and adults discover there are many fun and interesting ways to 

stay active. Visitors will discover what an appropriate serving size looks like, see firsthand what 

it takes to burn off calories, test their flexibility and balance, review the latest clinical research 

and realize that they can reduce their risk of disease with healthy choices. 

 

Come bien, Juega bien es una exhibición de ciencia, práctica y bilingüe (Español/Inglés) que 

ayuda a los niños y familias a descubrir la ciencia de tomar decisiones saludables acerca de la 

alimentación y las muchas maneras divertidas e interesante de hacer ejercicio. Los visitantes 

aprenderán acerca del mundo de la nutrición y el ejercicio a través de nueve áreas interactivas 

que enseñan estrategias para vivir saludablemente. 

 



 

 
 

 

MBHS Presents “Turkey Vulture Migrations and the Migrations of 

Raptors through the Desert” 
Presented by Kurt Leuschner, M.S. Professor of Natural Resources COD. 
September 9, 2015 - 5:30pm 

$5 donation  

 

In the fall waves of turkey vultures migrate through the Morongo Basin settling down in trees to 

rest for the night. Kurt Leuschner, M.S. will discuss the habits and traits of these birds and what 

sets them apart in the avian world.  Leuschner will speak about the role vultures play in the high 

desert ecology. 

 

The Morongo Basin Historical Society’s program of community interest presented at the Hi-

Desert Nature Museum on the 2nd Wednesday of every month beginning at 5:30 p.m. 

Please join us – membership not required. 

$5 donation at the door 



 

 
 

Parks Division News, Repairs and Improvements 
 

Brehm Park Improvements 
The Parks Division has been continuing to make improvements to the newly opened Brehm 
Park.  Improvements included the addition of new signs posting the park hours of operation 
and policies, minor modifications to the irrigation control system, and installation of new picnic 
tables.  Brehm Park is open from 6:00 am to 11:00 pm. 
 

 
 

Pool Maintenance  
The Parks Division recently performed maintenance on the chlorinator and other equipment at 
the pool.    



 

1  
 
 

Yucca Valley Animal Shelter and Animal Care and Control 
 

Yucca Valley Animal Shelter  
During July 2015, a total of 120 dogs and cats were either adopted, returned to their owners or 

transferred to an animal rescue for adoption!  If you are looking for a companion animal, please 

visit us.  The Yucca Valley Animal Shelter is located at 4755 Malin Way which is off of Skyline 

Ranch Road. The Shelter is open Tuesday through Saturday from 12 noon to 5 pm, excluding 

holidays.  Please call us at 760-365-3111 if you have any questions.  Pictures of some of our 

adoptable pets can be found on Petfinder.com 

 

   
 

 
Code Compliance 
 

Property Maintenance  
 
Outside storage of junk, trash and weeds was observed at a property on Del Monte Ave.  Code 
Compliance sent out a courtesy letter, but received no response.  An administrative citation 

http://awos.petfinder.com/shelters/CA1165.html


 

was issued, and Code Compliance received a response from the property owners, stating that 
they had just inherited the property.  The property was brought into compliance within 21 days, 
and the citation was dismissed.  
 
 

  
 

A citizen reported visual blight in a neighborhood being caused by a nearby property.  Code 
Compliance inspected the property and found the property to be in violation of the Town’s 
Public Nuisance Code Section 6.04.020, garbage or junk, wood, furniture, and general rubbish.  
Code Compliance preformed a property search and determined that the property had been 
sold at auction.  Code Compliance issued a citation to the bank, and the property was cleaned 
up. 
 

  
 
Code Compliance has recently addressed the issues of dead weeds and graffiti with several 

businesses owners along the highway.  The business owners brought the properties into 

compliance.  

 



 

  
 

  
 

Code Compliance staff is required to address a variety of issues.  Over the past several years, 

makeshift campsites have tended to appear during warmer weather. Code Compliance Staff 

addresses this through the property owners, and works with the San Bernardino Sheriff 

Department and their Homeless Outreach and Proactive Enforcement program (H.O.P.E.).  With 

the help of Sheriff’s Department personnel, Code Compliance has addressed several vacant or 

abandoned properties this week.  

 

  



 

 

Streets Division News, Repairs and Improvements 
 

Storm Event Clean Up 
Cleaning up after storms is a big job, and one that the Streets Division works hard at.  On July 
19, 2015, Yucca Valley experienced a storm event which washed dirt, sand and debris into 
roadways throughout the Town.  Clean up began the next day with work from both Town Staff 
and contractors to scrape and sweep the streets, and the cleanup continued until August 20, 
2015, when it was completed.  Ultimately the clean-up required numerous staff hours and 
private contractor hours, and cost approximately $15,000 to complete. 
 

  
  

 

School Zone – Repainting and Maintenance 
In order to get ready for the start of school, the Streets Division repainted school zone markings 
and cross walks to make them more visible to motorists.  In this process, the roads are 
thoroughly cleaned of debris before the paint is applied. Reflective beads are also added to the 
paint to help increase visibility of pedestrian crossings. 
 

  
 



 

 
 

Paradise Park Improvements 
  

The Town received a state grant award in the amount of $168,700 for improvements to 
Paradise Park, and the Town Council allocated $91,460 in Community Development Block Grant 
funds.  Various improvement options have been identified as desirable for the Park including 
construction of a new basketball court, walking trails, and expansion of shade structure around 
the playground area. 
 
Status: 
The Planning Commission and the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Commission held a joint 
meeting on May 12, 2015 where they received public comment and provided direction to staff 
regarding improvement options. The Town Council reviewed the comments and 
recommendations from the Commissions at their meeting of June 16, 2015.  Final construction 
plans are being prepared for bidding, and Town Council authorization to bid for construction is 
anticipated in October 2015. 
 

 



 

 
 

 

CUP 02-15 Burrtec 
Burrtec has applied to the Town to construct a new waste management facility, including a 

15,000 sq. ft. transfer station, a 16,000 sq. ft. maintenance building, a 3,025 sq. ft. 

administration office, a 3,300 sq. ft. employee office, a fuel station and scales. The project is 

located at the southeast corner of Sunnyslope Drive and Indio Avenue.  

 

Status: 

The application has been deemed complete, and the project is scheduled for a Development 

Review Committee meeting on September 16, 2015. While the public hearing date has not yet 

been set, it is anticipated that the Planning Commission will hold a public hearing on the land 

use application in October or November, 2015. 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

CUP 01-14 SPECTRUM VERIZON 
Proposal to construct a 55’ tall cell tower disguised as a pine tree with supporting equipment.  

The project is located on Primrose Drive, west of Airway. 

 

Status: 

Permit applications and plans have been submitted to Yucca Valley Building and Safety.  The 

project was approved by the Planning Commission at the meeting of July 28, 2015. 

 

 



 

 
  



 

CUP 03-15 VZW CORTEL 
A Conditional Use Permit application was submitted to the Town, proposing to construct a 59' 

cell tower disguised as a palm tree. The project is located at 3450 Sage Avenue. 

 

Status: 

The project application is incomplete, and pending the submittal of additional material by the 

applicant.   

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

Sage Estates 
The project consists of building 107 single family residences on the southeast corner of Sage 

Avenue and Golden Bee. 

 

Status:  

Rough Grading continues at the site.  It is anticipated that utility installation and street 

construction processes will begin in the early fall.   

 
 

  
  



 

  

 

 

 

 

Site Plan Review, SPR 01-15 Princeton Equine 
A Site Plan Review application was submitted to the Town for a proposal to construct an equine 

veterinary clinic.  The project would include a 2,304 square foot treatment area/office, 576 

square feet of outdoor holding pens, and a 60’ diameter outdoor round pen. The project is 

located on the southeast corner of Inca Trail and Benecia Trail and is identified as APN: 586-

081-08.  The property is zoned Old Town Industrial Commercial (OTIC). 

 

Status: 

The project application is incomplete, and is pending the submittal of additional material by the 

applicant.  

 



 

 

 
 



 

Conditional Use Permit, CUP 01-15 Hope Academy 
A Conditional Use Permit application was submitted to the Town, proposing to establish a charter 

school within an existing commercial building located at 57725 29 Palms Hwy, and at the south 

east corner of SR62 and Warren Vista Ave.  The proposal includes ten classrooms and a 

multipurpose room, with a maximum occupancy of 428 students.   

Status: 

The project was approved by the Planning Commission at the meeting of August 11, 2015. 

 

 
 

Tentative Parcel Map, TPM 19655 Zarakov 
A Tentative Parcel Map application was submitted to the Town, which proposes to subdivide an 

approximate 1.25 acre parcel into two parcels of .75 acres and .51 acres, not including 

easements for public roads and utilities.  The property is located on the southwest corner of 29 

Palms Hwy and Palm Avenue.   

 

Status: 

The project application is incomplete pending the submittal of additional material by the 

applicant.    

 



 

 
 


