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Welcome to another edition of the Town’s Community update.  We trust that 

you will find this information useful and interesting.  While some of the 

highlighted projects are significant and easily identifiable as you travel 

around Town, we also like to highlight other important tasks and 

accomplishments that might not be quite as obvious.  As always, we 

appreciate your participation and feedback at any time.  Visit the Town’s 

website for contact and additional information at www.yucca-valley.org.  

 

Mayor to Hold Regular Office Hours 

 

Town of Yucca Valley’s Mayor, George Huntington invites the public to become engaged in the 

community and local government. Mayor Huntington will be available at Town Hall every 

Monday, from 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. to meet with local individuals to discuss their areas of concern, 

ideas for the community, or to learn more about the activities within the Town.  

 

Individual meetings with the mayor will occur on a first-come, first-served basis. Members of the 

public wishing to meet with Mayor Huntington outside of this designated time are invited to call 

the Town Clerk at (760) 369-7209 x226 to arrange for an appointment. 

 

 

Recreation Department – Upcoming Events and Activities 
 

Valentine’s Day Dinner & Dance 
Dinner, Dessert Bar, Social Hour & Door Prizes. 

Live music and dancing  

Live entertainment featuring House Party 

 

Ages: 21 & over 

Date: Saturday, February 14 

Time: 6:00pm - 9:00pm 

Cost: $15 single or $25 per couple 

Location: Yucca Valley Community Center ~ Yucca Room 

http://www.yucca-valley.org/


 

 

Please bring your photo ID in order to attend this event. 

 

Purchase tickets at  www.yucca-valley.org or at the Yucca Valley Community Center 

 

 
 

 

Town of Yucca Valley Offers Self-Defense Workshop on Saturday, 
Saturday, February 21, 2015 

9:00am – 11:30am 

Community Center 

 

Learn the time tested art of the Samurai - tailored to today’s environment. Instructor Norman 

Rose, black belt in Ketsugo Jujitsu, has 20 years of experience and will teach a variety of self-

defense techniques. This 2 ½ hour, hands-on lesson is presented by the Town of Yucca Valley 

Recreation Department and includes demonstrations, instruction and lecture. Students should 

wear comfortable clothing.  Ages 14 and up are welcome to participate and no experience is 

http://www.maxsolutionsonline.com/yuccavalley/Customer/HomePage.aspx


 

required. The Self-Defense Workshop will take place on Saturday, February 21, 2015 from 9:00 

am to 11:30 am at the Town of Yucca Valley Community Center. The cost is $15.00 per person; 

the class is free to students with a valid school ID.  

 

Space is limited. Participants may pre-register online at www.yucca-valley.org or in person at the 

Yucca Valley Community Center from 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday. On-

site registration will be accepted as space allows.   

 

 
 

 

23rd Annual Healthy Hearts 5K Run and Family Health Walk 
February 21, 2015 

9:00am 

Essig Park 

 

Personal health and fitness are the theme of the Town of Yucca Valley’s annual Healthy Hearts 

5K Run and 2K Family Health Walk scheduled for Saturday, February 21st.  The event begins 

and ends at Essig Park, located at 8490 Warren Vista Avenue, near the corner of Warren Vista 

Avenue and Joshua Lane. The course stays on paved roads as it winds through one of Yucca 

Valley’s family friendly neighborhoods, finishing with a picturesque view of the valley and 

mountains beyond. The run will start at 9:00 am sharp, rain or shine. Brochures with race 

information and a course map are available at the Community Services Office in the Yucca 

Valley Community Center and online at www.yucca-valley.org. 

 

The Healthy Hearts 5K Run and Health Walk is open to participants of all ages and fitness 

levels. Awards will be presented to overall male and female winners in the 5K run as well as to 

top finishers in each age division. Participation certificates will be presented to those who 

complete the non-competitive Health Walk. 

 

Those interested in entering the Run or Health Walk are encouraged to register in advance at the 

Recreation Office in the Community Center or online at www.yucca-valley.org; pre-registered 

participants will enjoy express check in at the race, will receive a souvenir race t-shirt, and will 

be automatically entered into a drawing for a variety of fun door prizes. The registration fee is 

$20 for adults, $18 for seniors and runners 12 and under. On-site registration will also be 

accepted on race day beginning at 8:00 a.m. (shirt availability is not guaranteed for on-site 

registration). 

 

http://www.yucca-valley.org/
http://www.yucca-valley.org/


 

The event is organized and conducted by the Recreation Division of the Town of Yucca Valley 

with the support of media sponsors Hi-Desert Publishing Company and Z107.7 FM Radio.  

Timing services are provided by Coach Jay Stepp and the Yucca Valley High School Cross 

Country Team. For more information, contact the Community Services office Monday through 

Thursday, 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at 760-369-7211. 

 
 

 

 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum – Upcoming Events and Activities 
 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum Presents “Seaweed, Salmon, and 

Manzanita Cider – A California Indian Feast”  
On display January 8 – February 28, 2015 

 

Celebrating traditional California Indian food sources “Seaweed, Salmon and Manzanita Cider” 

features historic and contemporary photos, baskets and other artifacts, food specimens, memoirs, 

and recipes of Native American cuisine. The exhibit also showcases the extensive and 

sophisticated system of environmental knowledge underlying California Indian use of food 

resources. 



 

 
 

 

Brown Bag Lunch Lecture – Native Plant Use 
Considering Traditional Native Plant Use: 

Integration into our Modern Lives 

with Leslie Mouriquand M.A, RPA 

 

February 19, 2015 at 12:00 p.m. 

Admission: $5 and Free for Members 

 

Leslie Mouriquand M.A, RPA will discuss the cultural history of traditional plant use by the 

Cahuilla people, and anthropological theory when considering traditional uses of plants as 

medicines, foods, and for ceremony.  The focus will be on mesquite, pinyon pine, and chia and 

she will have samples for tasting along with recipes. 

 

As a native of the Coachella valley, Leslie took an interest in the local Native American culture 

early in life sparked by her father’s tribal ancestry and the desire to learn about her own cultural 

ancestry. 

 

As part of a group known as the Chia Café, Leslie participates in giving demonstrations, talks, 

and the gathering of native plants for educational purposes and tastings.  Leslie is a certified 

Master Desert Gardener, and has experimented in with propagation of various native plants over 

the past decade. She enjoys creating recipes using native foods for the modern kitchen and 

sharing what she learns with others. What she loves to do the most is work with the plants and 

create yummy foods, healing salves and balms, and pinyon sap soap! 

 

Bring your lunch, bring your friends, or just bring yourself to our Brown Bag Lunch Lecture 

Series once a month.  Speakers will present topics of special interest for high desert residents. 

The lectures start at 12:00 p.m. Admission is $ 5 – Free for Members - beverages will be served. 



 

 

 
 

Kid EdVentures – Very Basic Cooking 
 

Saturday, February 21 — 10:00 a.m. – Noon 

 

In this month’s session, children will be introduced to what it takes to be a cook. 

 

There is no cost for this educational experience. Cooking has been an essential part of human 

living for a very long time. In this program we will cook a vegetarian dish with lots of fresh 

vegetables and serve lunch to the parents. 

 

 Be advised, children have to be six years or older and healthy to participate in this program. 

Please bring your own apron. 

 

 This class will be limited to ten participants. Sign up in person at the Hi-Desert Nature Museum 

or call us at 760-369-7212 and leave a message with your information. 

 



 

 
 

 

Call for Artists – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” Exhibition 

On Display March 5 – April 25, 2015 

Opening Reception Friday, March 6, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

As part of our Earth Day Celebration on Saturday, April 18, 2015, the community is invited to 

contribute artwork from recycled or reused materials for display in our “Reduce, Reuse, 

Recycle” exhibition. For more information, please contact the Hi-Desert Nature Museum at 760-

369-7212. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Parks Division News, Repairs and Improvements 
 

Pool Maintenance  
The Parks Division recently completed maintenance at the Yucca Valley High School pool, 

which included repairing the chlorinator and the 6 inch check valve and flange.  They also 

replaced the main 20 horse power pump motor.  

 

 



 

Community Center 
The Parks Division recently preformed maintenance at the Community Center, which included 

repairs to the irrigation system.  

 
 

Essig Park 
The Parks Division recently replaced the shade structure at Essig park due to wind damage.  

 

 

 

Jacobs Park 
Recently the Parks Division cleaned graffiti off of structures in Jacobs Park. 

 



 

 
 

These are just a few examples of the work the Parks Division does to keep our parks looking 

great. 

 

Code Compliance 
 

Property Maintenance  
Code received multiple complaints regarding piled trash located on residential property on 

Navajo Trail. Code made contact with the property owner and advised them that the trash needed 

to be removed. Within 30 days the property was brought into compliance. 

 

 
 

Code received a complaint regarding graffiti located on Santa Fe Trail.  A courtesy letter was 

sent out to the property owner, and within 15 days the property was brought into compliance. 

 



 

 
 

Code received multiple complaints of old couches and mattresses in the back of commercial 

property.  Code has repeatedly advised the store to keep that area clean because it contributes to 

the homeless in the area. Within a week the area was brought into compliance. 

 

 
 

Code received multiple complaints of dead, dry vegetation in the utility easement located at 

Borrego.  Code sent out a courtesy letter, and within 30 day the property was brought into 

compliance.     

 

 



 

 

Yucca Valley Animal Shelter and Animal Care and Control 
 

Yucca Valley Animal Shelter – Welcome 2015!!!  
The Yucca Valley Animal Shelter started out the New Year with successful pet adoptions.  As it 

turns out, there were many people who preferred to wait till after the holidays had passed before 

they took on the responsibility of adopting a new family member.  If you are looking for a pet to 

begin your New Year with, please visit an animal shelter and adopt a homeless pet.  

 

 
 

 

 

Dog Parvo Virus in the Morongo Basin Area  
 

The Yucca Valley Animal Shelter receives daily calls about an owner’s sick puppy or dog.  The 

usual outcome is the dog or puppy has parvo.  Often the owner cannot afford the expensive 

treatment to save their pet. 

 

When it comes to the dog parvo disease, prevention is always better than a cure. Dog parvo is a 

condition that can end your dog’s life. It is the dreaded disease that any breeder or pet owner 

doesn’t want their pets to suffer from. Dog parvo is much more easily prevented than treated. 

This is because the moment your pet acquires the disease, the chances are high that it may not 

survive. 

 

To prevent dog parvo, the best way is to give your dog the necessary vaccines against it. A dog’s 

natural immune system is no match for this virus, which can easily penetrate the body and 

destroy the dog’s vital organs.  

 

With the necessary shots, your dog’s immunity to the disease is heightened. The vaccine for dog 

parvo is available from the veterinarian’s clinic. If your dog is old enough, it will be given the 

necessary shots in the right dosage. Normally, the vaccine for the parvo virus is given in three 

separate shots, all given at separate scheduled dates. When your dog becomes an adult, an annual 

booster shot should be given. 



 

 

This dog parvo disease is here in the Morongo Basin area.  Keep in mind that the moment this 

disease becomes evident in your dog, you are risking the health of your other pets. Dog parvo is 

a highly contagious disease. It can be transferred from one dog to another the moment a healthy 

dog comes into contact with an infected dog’s waste. Right now, it is currently being studied if 

the parvo virus is actually an airborne disease, because there are instances of contagion with 

airborne associations. 

 

Don’t let your dog suffer from this condition. Be informed about dog parvo, and let a 

veterinarian guide you towards the proper prevention of this disease.  And if your dog is not fully 

vaccinated, do not take your pet to the dog park or any other park where dogs are permitted.  

Keeping your dog away from where other dogs get together socially is another important 

preventive measure till your pet is fully vaccinated. 

 

First Yucca Valley Animal Vaccination Clinic for 2015 

The Town of Yucca Valley, along with the County of San Bernardino, will be providing the 

Morongo Basin citizens with the first animal vaccination clinic of 2015.  The clinic will be held 

on April 2, 2015 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in the Yucca Valley Community courtyard.  All dogs 

must be on leashes and cats are to be in carriers.  Anti-rabies vaccinations will be $6.00 each.  

An update of additional offered animal vaccinations/prices will be available and posted prior to 

the clinic date.  For questions, please call Yucca Valley Animal Control at 760-365-1807 or the 

Animal Shelter at 760-365-3111. 

 

Abandoned Mama Dog and her pups in Walmart Parking Lot  
During December 2014, Animal Control received a call regarding a loose dog in the Walmart 

parking lot.  Animal Control arrived to find an unattended large and very scared male dog.  

While good citizens tried to confine the frantic dog, the dog would not let anyone near him.  

After several hours, the Animal Control Officer successfully caught the dog and took him to the 

Yucca Valley Animal Shelter where he was eventually reunited with a tearful owner who had 

temporarily left him under the care of another person.  While attempting to catch the male dog, 

Animal Control also discovered a possible abandoned mama dog and puppies in a truck camper 

in the same parking lot.  The Animal Control Officer was able to get water and food to the dog 

and her puppies and posted a notice for abandonment on the truck.  After several days of trying 

to find the owner, Animal Control and the Sheriff’s Deputies removed the mama dog and her 

eight (8) pups from the camper.  All of the dogs were taken to the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter 

where they have been receiving lots of food, water, blankets, care and love.   No one ever came 

to claim ownership of the dogs.  Consequently, the puppies and the mother dog were placed up 

for adoption and we are happy to say that all of the puppies and their mother have been 

successfully adopted!   

 

 

Streets Division News, Repairs and Improvements 
 

Asphalt Crack Repair 



 

The Streets Division is currently working on sealing the cracks on a number of streets in Town. 

The process involves first cleaning any dirt or debris out of the cracks, filling the cracks with hot 

liquid sealant, spreading the sealant evenly into the cracks, and then applying detack coating to 

make it safe for immediate vehicular traffic.  Crack sealing is a necessary part of extending the 

lifespan of our roads.  

 

 
    

 

State Route (SR) 247 Shoulder Widening and Rumble Strip Project 
 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is under construction with a shoulder 

widening and rumble strip project on SR 247.  The project is currently underway from El Cortez 

Road in Yucca Valley to 0.1 miles North of Napa Road in the County.  The project is scheduled 

to be completed over the next approximately 6 months.  The project is planned for 160 days for 

the pavement work followed by several months for plant establishment.  The project may be 

suspended during winter months due to cold weather, and the project is expected to be completed 

by end of summer 2015. Drivers should anticipate delays during the construction process. 

 

For Information Contact Philip Havins with Caltrans District 8 at 909-383-6799 or Alex Qishta, 

Project Engineer (760) 369–1265, ext. 304 

 

Paradise Park Improvements 



 

  

The Town received a state grant award in the amount of $168,700 for improvements to Paradise 

Park, and the Town Council recently allocated $78,531 in Community Development Block Grant 

funds to the Paradise Park for upgrades.  Various improvement options have been identified as 

desirable for the Park including construction of a new basketball court, walking trails, and 

expansion of shade around the playground area. 

 

Status: 

A Community Meeting was recently held at Paradise Park to solicit input from the neighborhood 

residents on what park improvements they would most like to see. Staff will present the results 

of this neighborhood participation meeting at a Council Meeting in March 2015. 

 

 

 

 

Jacobs Park Playground Equipment Improvement  
 

The project includes the replacement of the existing playground equipment, as well as replacing 

the existing sand with wood chips for ADA access.  The playground equipment is designed for 

both the 2 to 5 and 5 to 12 year old age groups.  A new swing apparatus will be installed on the 

west side of the sidewalk, opposite from the new playground equipment.  This will require new 

curbing to be installed, as well as ADA compliant access and fall zone wood chips.  The 

estimated cost for construction of these improvements is $107,000, with Community 

Development Block Grant as the primary funding source.    



 

 

Status: 

The Town Council will consider awarding the construction bid at the February 17, 2015 Town 

Council meeting, to R.E. Schultz Construction in the amount of $89,405.  Construction is 

anticipated to begin in March. 

 

 
 

SR 62 at Dumosa Traffic Signal 
  

The project consists of the design and construction of a traffic signal at the intersection of SR62 

and Dumosa Avenue. 

 

Status: Construction is scheduled to begin February 18, 2015.  There will be lane closures, and 

travelers should expect delays.  Staff is working with Caltrans to minimize impacts to the 

motoring public as much as possible. 

 



 

 
 

Site Plan Review, SPR-1-14, Hawks Landing Golf Club at Blue 

Skies 

 

The project involves the reconstruction of the former Blue Skies Golf Course. 

Status:  
The project has been completed, and the owner is making some additional changes to the kitchen 

facilities. 

 

 
 

Ross Department Store, Tenant Improvements 
 

The project involves a tenant improvement at 57646 29 Palms Highway, inside the former Rite 

Aid lease space at the Vons Center. 



 

 

Status:  

Tenant improvements have started for this project. According to the contractor, the project 

should be completed this month.     

 

 

Sage Estates, Final Map 17862 

The project involves the subdivision of approximately the development of 107 single family lots 

on a 63.4 acre parcel. The project also includes 4.68 acres of parks and open space, a sewer 

treatment plant, and public streets. The proposed project is located at the southeast corner of 

Golden Bee and Sage Avenue.  With construction of this project, additional streets will be added 

into the Town’s Maintained Road System. Simultaneously, the project will also form an 

assessment district whereby the property owners agree to tax themselves for street and drainage 

maintenance.  Through the use of these tools, the new public streets will not take away existing 

financial resources from street maintenance efforts throughout the Town. 

 

Status: Final Map, grading plans, street improvements plans, drainage and flood control plans and 

related documents have been submitted to the Town and have completed third plan check. 

According to the property owner, grading is anticipated to begin in early 2015, after obtaining all 

necessary approvals and clearances. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

2015/2016 Town Wide Slurry Seal Project: 
 

The Town Wide Slurry Seal Project is an annual maintenance effort that is a part of the Town’s 

overall pavement maintenance program.  The annual maintenance effort is implemented to 

extend the lifetime of the roadway pavement throughout the Town prior to roads deteriorating to 

the degree where road reconstruction is necessary.  The annual slurry seal project generally 

consists of applying a Type II Slurry Seal to the roadway, as well as replacement of obliterated 

traffic striping and damaged Raised Pavement Markers (RPM’s). 

 

Status:  The Town Council will consider approving the Plans and Specifications and authorizing 

staff to solicit bids at their February 17, 2015 meeting.  The bids are scheduled to be opened on 

April 16, 2015.   If awarded by the Town Council, construction will commence after the 

conclusion of the school year. 



 

 
 

 

Community Center Infield Refurbishment 

The Community Center Infield Refurbishment project includes the refurbishment of a standard 

size softball infield. The Community Center infield is approximately 8,000 square feet in size.  In 

summary, this project brings new clay infield materials onto the softball field, which is necessary 

for safe and quality field surfaces.  The warning tracks will not receive new clay material. 

Status: The award will be considered by the Town Council at the meeting of February 17, 2015. 

 

Site Plan Review, SPR 02-14 Walbern Development 

An application for approval of the construction of a 7,768 square foot commercial building to 

include retail space and quick serve restaurants was recently filed with the Town.  The project is 

located on 29 Palms Hwy, east of Avalon Ave, in front of the Home Depot site.   

Status:  The project was approved by the Planning Commission at the meeting January 27, 2015.  

 

 



 

 
 

 

Site Plan Review, SPR 02-08 Yucca Plaza 

A request was recently filed with the Town for an extension of time on an approval for a 23,000 

square foot commercial/retail center.  The property is located at the northwest corner of Hanford 

Ave and 29 Palms Hwy.   

Status: The extension of time was approved by the Planning Commission at the meeting of 

February 10, 2015. 

 



 

 
 


