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SR 62 Traffic and Pedestrian Improvements from Apache Trail to 

Palm Avenue (PLHD) 
 

The project includes construction of curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and raised median islands on SR 

62, between Apache and Palm Avenue and the construction of a traffic signal at SR 62 and 

Church Street. In addition, there will be traffic signal modifications at SR 62 and 

Acoma/Mohawk.  The Project was awarded by the Town Council on November 19, 2013 to 

Matich Corporation in the amount of $2,798,000.   The Town is working with Matich 

Corporation on traffic control measures which would result in the all travel lanes being re-

opened at the end of each construction day and on weekends.  These efforts are designed to 

minimize to the extent feasible the impact to business access and traffic flow on SR 62 during 

the construction process. 

 

Status:   

Matich Corporation started work on this project on June 2, 2014, and the project is scheduled to 

be completed by October 31, 2014. Working hours will be from 7:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday 

through Friday, and no work will be performed on holidays. Access to businesses will be 

available at all times. Matich Corporation will send business owners a letter 48 hours in advance 

prior to commencing work in your area. The Town and Matich Corporation will do their best to 

minimize any inconveniences that you or your business may encounter. 

 

  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Town Wide Slurry Seal 2014/2015 

 

The project involves the application of a Type II slurry seal and cape seal on designated streets 

throughout the Town of Yucca Valley. It includes but is not limited to mobilization, traffic control, 

removal of pavement stripping, markings and legends, and application of slurry and cape seal as 

well as all appurtenant labor, materials and equipment. 

 

Status:  
The Town Council awarded the construction bid to Pavement Coatings Company on June 3, 2014 

in the amount of $370,700 and authorized a construction contingency in the amount of $37,300.  

Work is currently anticipated to begin in July 2014 and to substantially complete by September 

2014.  

 

 



 

  
 

 

 

 

Home Occupation Standards and Planning Commission Public 

Hearing 
 

As part of the Development Code Update, the Planning Commission has been discussing standards 

and uses that would be implemented for home based businesses.  The Planning Commission held 

a public hearing on Home Occupation Permit on May 13, 2014 and a workshop on May 17, 2014. 

The Planning Commission will be continuing the public hearing on home occupation standards at 

their meeting on Tuesday, June 10, 2014, in the Yucca Room at the Yucca Valley Community 

Center at 6:00 pm.  The Commission desires public participation in this public hearing as they 

discuss home based businesses that would be allowed in residential districts throughout the Town.  

Please join the Planning Commission for this important public hearing. 

 

 

 

Senior Housing Project  

 

The project includes the construction of a 74 unit affordable senior housing development and the 

construction of all improvements associated with the project.  A managers unit will also be 

constructed. 

 

CORE will be holding additional sign up days in June for those who wish to submit applications.  

They will be accepting applications at the Joshua Tree room in the Community Center from 

11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Monday June 9th, June 16th, June 23rd and June 30th.   

 

Status:  
The interior drywall in building one is mostly complete, and work on the roof and exterior is 

underway, and plumbing is expected to be completed this week. Module placement for building 

two is complete and footing protection and backfill are underway.   

 



 

  
 

 

Hawks Landing Golf Course at Blue Skies 
 

The project involves the reconstruction of the former Blue Skies Golf Course. 

Status:  
Sod, seeding and work on greens continues. Over excavation at the parking lot and the clubhouse 

area is underway. 

 

  
 

Marshalls/Petco  
 

The project involves the construction of 34,650 square feet of retail space for a Marsha/Petco 

commercial building at the Home Depot front parcel. 

 

Status:  
Interior and exterior painting for Petco has started, and interior lighting and electrical finish work 

has begun.  The framing and roofing for Marshalls is complete, and welding work is ongoing. 

Additional parking lot curbing has been completed, and class 2 base material and asphalt paving 

has also started.  

 



 

  
 

 

Panda Express  
 

The project includes a Conditional Use Permit Amendment and a Tentative Parcel Map for the 

subdivision of 26 acres into three parcels of 0.84 acres, 0.75acres and 23.88 acres; and the 

construction of a 2,230 +/- square foot Panda Express located at the southeast corner of 29 Palms 

Hwy and Avalon Ave. 

 

Status:  
Building and grading construction plans for Panda Express have been submitted for plan check. 

The owner hopes to complete the Panda Express before the end of calendar year 2014. 

 



 

 
 

  



 

Taco Bell 
 

The project includes a Conditional Use Permit Amendment and a Tentative Parcel Map for the 

subdivision of 26 acres into three parcels of 0.84 acres, 0.75acres and 23.88 acres; and the 

construction of a 2,423 +/- square foot Taco Bell located at the southeast corner of 29 Palms 

Hwy and Avalon Ave. 

 

Status:  
Building and grading construction plans for Taco Bell have been submitted and are under review 

by Engineering and Building and Safety. 

 
 

Safe Route to School Project 
 

The project includes the construction of sidewalks on Sage Avenue, between Onaga Trail and 

SR62.  The project also includes the replacement of existing flashing beacons by Yucca 

Elementary, Onaga Elementary 

 

Status:  
The Town Council awarded the construction contract to Matich Corporation on June 3, 2014 in 

the amount of $274,000 and authorized a construction contingency in the amount of $27,400. 

The Council also authorized the Alternative C bid option for an additional $89,000.  Alternative 

C provided for the inclusion of the installation of all improvements on the east side of Sage 

Avenue from Onaga Trail to Pueblo Trail.  



 

Desert Vista Village, Senior Community 

  

The project involves the construction of a senior residential development on Palm Avenue, South 

of 29 Palms Highway. 

  

Status:  
Four new model homes are under construction and are close to being completed. 

 

  
 

 



 

 

HOP 11-05 Falossi 
This project involves a request for approval of a Home Occupation Permit for an artist studio 

located at 6229 Hoot Owl Trail. 

 

Status: 

This request is scheduled to go before the Planning Commission on June 10, 2014. 

 

HOP 01-11 Zorawicki 
This project involves a request for the renewal of an approved Home Occupation Permit to 

assemble firearms that are purchased in kit form and to buy and sell firearms to the public. The 

project is located at 55990 Skyline Ranch Rd. 

 

Status: 

This request for renewal is scheduled to go before the Planning Commission on June 10, 2014. 

 

SPL 05-14 Starfinds 
This project involves an application to conduct a weekly (Saturdays) Certified Farmers Market to 

include a crafters and artists.  The property is located at 7332 Apache Trail 

 

Status: 

This application is currently undergoing review by the Planning Division, pending the 

submission of further materials by the applicant. 

 

Wastewater Project Neighborhood Meetings 

 

Hi-Desert Water District will be hosting a series of neighborhood meetings about the Wastewater 

Reclamation Project "the sewer project" for residents in Yucca Valley. The purpose of these 

meetings is to collect community input and answer questions about the cost, construction, and 

any other information regarding the sewer project.  

 

Each neighborhood in Yucca Valley will have an opportunity to attend a sewer project meeting. 

There are two meeting times for each neighborhood's scheduled meeting date. Meetings will 

begin May 12, 2014 and will continue through July.   

  

Below is a list of meetings currently scheduled for various areas: 

 

Burnt Mountain Area June 11 at 2:30 - 4:30 p.m. and 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

YV Community Center Senior Center 

 

Western Hills Ranchos Area June 12 at 12:30-2:30 p.m. and 5:00-7:00 p.m. 

YV Community Center Yucca Room 

 



 

 

 

 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum Presents “Hatching The Past” 
 

May 30 through September 22, 2014  

 

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum will present a new temporary exhibition, “Hatching the Past,” on 

display May 30 through September 22, 2014.  This exhibit takes a rare and exciting look at the 

life of dinosaurs through their eggs, nests, and embryos. “Hatching the Past” blends the arts and 

sciences with an astounding array of dinosaur eggs and nests collected from all over the globe, 

including those of each major plant and meat-eating dinosaur group. This science rich hands-on 

exhibit invites visitors to dig for eggs, touch a real dinosaur bone and discover the mysteries of 

dinosaur family life. 

 

 For 50 years the Hi-Desert Nature Museum has been dedicated to the process of education by 

exploring the natural, artistic and cultural heritage of the Morongo Basin and High Desert.  The 

Museum seeks to inspire wonder, discovery, understanding, and responsibility in its community 

and visitors through exhibits, programs, and collections in the arts, history, and natural sciences.  

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum is located in the Yucca Valley Community Center Complex at 

57116 Twentynine Palms Highway.  The Museum is open Tuesday-Saturday from 10:00 a.m. – 

5:00 p.m.  Admission is free; donations support the educational mission of the Museum.  For 

more information, contact the Hi-Desert Nature Museum at (760) 369-7212 or see our web site at 

www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org. Visit us on Facebook and follow us on Twitter! 

 

 
 

Animal Vaccination Clinic  
 

Yucca Valley Animal Control will be holding its second animal vaccination clinic for 2014 on 

June 26th from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.   The clinic will be held at the Community Center with both the 

Town and County staff selling dog licenses.  The attending veterinarian will be Dr. Bethan 

Smith, D.V.M. of VCA along with supporting VCA staff members.   

 

June 26th from 4 -6 p.m at the Community Center  

 



 

Animal Shelter Visitors and Adoptions 
 

Couples Coming Together to Adopt a Companion Animal  

More often than not, the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter helps couples who wish to adopt a 

companion animal to share their lives and home with.  Shown below here are three wonderful 

couples who made a decision together and you can see by their faces, they are happy with their 

choices! 

 

   
 

Animal Shelter – Caring for the Shelter Pets  

At the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter there are several turn out areas for dogs to play in to get 

relief from their kennel runs.  These areas also serve as the “Meet and Greet” place where 

potential adopters can interact with the dogs.  Sometimes the dogs need a helping hand to relax 

and we have the caring staff to do just that.  On hot days, pools of water are provided to 

encourage the dogs to play and relax in. A large female Labrador/Hound was feeling a bit 

insecure when she was first turned out so staff gave her a helping hand, or rather “lift” and gently 

put her in the water.  After that point, the dog (who is currently available for adoption!) relaxed 

and is doing just fine. 

 

   
 

 

  



 

Animal Control Call for Service  
 

Increased in Service Calls for Dogs Left in Hot Cars  
Yucca Valley Animal Control has been experiencing an increase for service calls regarding dogs 

in hot cars.  Every year, especially in the summer months, dogs suffer and die when their 

guardians make the mistake of leaving them in a parked car—even for “just a minute”—while 

they run an errand. Parked cars are deathtraps for dogs: On a 78-degree day, the temperature 

inside a parked car can soar to between 100 to 120 degrees in just minutes.  On a 90-degree 

day, the interior temperature may reach 160 degrees in 10 minutes. 

 

Animals can sustain brain damage or even die from heatstroke in just 15 minutes. Beating the 

heat is extra tough for dogs because they can only cool themselves by panting and by sweating 

through their paw pads.  

 

In the Town of Yucca Valley, if you see a dog left alone in a hot car, take down the car’s color, 

model, make, and license plate number. Have the owner paged in the nearest building (WalMart, 

Home Depot, etc.)  If there is no immediate response, call Animal Control (Town of Yucca 

Valley is 760-365-1807) or the Sheriff’s Dispatch (760-365-2364).  If possible, have someone 

keep an eye on the pet and if possible, to stay and wait for an officer to arrive.   

 

Before you call for help, please note that some people will leave their pets in their vehicle with 

the air conditioning running.  This is perfectly legal though we do not advise this practice as the 

vehicle may overheat and ultimately shut down.   

 

Companion Animal Day  

 
On Monday, July 14th, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., representatives from Yucca Valley Animal Care & 

Control will have a booth set up at the Tractor Supply store located in the JC Penney/Stater Bros. 

Shopping Center in Yucca Valley.  Staff will have applications for spay/neuter vouchers (Town 

Residents only), photos and information of the adoptable pets available at the Yucca Valley 

Animal Shelter and provide general information on proper pet care.  Staff will also be available 

to answer questions citizens may have on the Town’s Animal Care & Control Program.   

 

Code Compliance 
 

Property Maintenance 

Code received a complaint about junk and trash located out in the public view on a property 

located on Palm. Code made contact with the owner. The owner stated that no one should be on 

the property, and that they were squatters. Within 30 days the owner was able to get the squatters 

out of the property and the junk and trash was cleaned up. 

 



 

  
 

Property Maintenance 

Code received a complaint about junk and trash, ongoing auto repair, and commercial trucks 

parked on property located at Buena Vista.   Code made contacted with the renters who refused 

to bring the property into compliance. Code then made contact with the property owner and 

advised them of the situation. Citations were issued to both the renters and property owner, and 

failure to bring the property into compliance led to abatement of the property and the town 

Attorney’s involvement in the case. The renters were evicted and the property owner brought the 

property into compliance. 

 

  
 

  



 

 

Parks Division Repairs and Improvements 
 

Community Center Repairs and Maintenance 

The Parks Division has been preforming repairs and maintenance at the Community Center 

recently. Among other work, the Parks Department repaired  broken sprinklers and aerated the 

sports fields, a process necessary for maintaining healthy turf. These are a few examples of the 

ongoing efforts to keep Yucca Valley’s parks beautiful.  
 

  
 

Machris Park Repairs and Maintenance 

The Parks Division also repaired damage to the mainline for irrigation at Machris Park. 

 

 

  
 

Essig Park Vandalism Repairs 

Unfortunately the Parks Division also has to repair damage caused by vandalism.  Recently 

damage was caused in Essig Park by vandals driving vehicles over the turf and tearing up the 

grass.  If you see someone vandalizing our public parks and facilities, please report it, and help in 

our efforts to keep Yucca Valley beautiful. 

 



 

  
 

 

Streets Division Repairs and Improvements 
 

Clearing Line of Sight Hazards  

The Streets Division is constantly working to maintain and improve our roads.  One of their 

ongoing tasks is to clear vegetation that has grown too close to the road, and which may create a 

line of sight hazard.  Recently a citizen reported a tree on Navajo Trail which was growing into 

the road.  The Streets Division trimmed it back, so that it was no longer a hazard.    

 

  
 

 

Streets Division – Upcoming Asphalt Overlays 
 

The Streets Division will be laying asphalt overlays this summer to repair some of Yucca 

Valley’s more damaged streets. Laying asphalt is something that can only be done in the 

summer, as the high temperatures are need to make sure the asphalt mix adheres properly. The 

following streets are scheduled to receive asphalt this season: 

 

Free Gold Drive: Amador Avenue to Western Terminus 
 



 

The Streets Division will be paving Free Gold Drive from Amador Avenue to the western 

terminus of Free Gold Drive with an asphalt overlay.  This repair is necessary because pothole 

repair is constantly being performed of Free God Drive due to its dilapidated state.  This project 

will involve: 

 

1. Spraying a thin course of tack (a liquid emulsion to ensure proper adhesion of asphalt 

layers) on existing pavement, 

2. Preparing the asphalt with a leveling course of 45 tons of asphalt, 

3. Paving over the leveling course with an asphalt overlay of 136 tons, and 

4. Installing new thermoplastic “STOP” and limit line. 

 

The cost of this project is approximately $12,532.00 in materials. 

 

 
 

 

Desert Gold Drive: Amador Avenue to Grand Avenue 
 

The street crew will be paving Desert Gold Drive from Amador Avenue to Grand Avenue with 

an asphalt overlay. This repair is necessary because pothole repair is constantly being performed 

of Free God Drive due to its dilapidated state.  This project will involve: 

 

1. Spraying a thin course of tack (a liquid emulsion to ensure proper adhesion of asphalt 

layers) on existing pavement, 

2. Preparing the asphalt with a leveling course of 28 tons of asphalt, 

3. Paving over the leveling course with an asphalt overlay of 90 tons, and 

4. Installing new thermoplastic “STOP” (2) and limit lines. 

 

The cost of this project is approximately $8,279.00 in materials. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Hidden Gold Drive: Amador Avenue to Western Terminus 
 

The Streets Division will be paving Hidden Gold Drive from Amador Avenue to the western 

terminus of Hidden Gold Drive with an asphalt overlay. This repair is necessary due to rough 

driving conditions with numerous rock protrusions visible. This project will involve: 

 

1. Spraying a thin course of tack (a liquid emulsion to ensure proper adhesion of asphalt 

layers) on existing pavement, 

2. Preparing the asphalt with a leveling course of 50 tons of asphalt, 

3. Paving over the leveling course with an asphalt overlay of 155 tons, and 

4. Installing new thermoplastic “STOP” (2) and limit lines. 

 

The cost of this project is approximately $14,152.00 in materials. 

 



 

 
 

 

 


