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Welcome to another edition of the Town’s Community update.  We trust that 

you will find this information useful and interesting.  While some of the 

highlighted projects are significant and easily identifiable as you travel 

around Town, we also like to highlight other important tasks and 

accomplishments that might not be quite as obvious.  As always, we 

appreciate your participation and feedback at any time.  Visit the Town’s 

website for contact and additional information at www.yucca-valley.org.  

 
 

 

Recreation Department – Upcoming Events and Activities 
 

Holiday Craft Faire 
The Town of Yucca Valley is now accepting vendor applications for its popular Holiday Craft 

Faire on Saturday, December 6, 2014 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Yucca Valley Community 

Center. Vendor tables are sold on a first come, first served basis at a cost of $25 per space. All 

items sold must be handmade and sold by the artist or family member. No commercial products 

are allowed. Vendors must provide a valid seller’s permit from the State Board of Equalization 

by November 13, 2014.  Food vendors must provide insurance and health permit. Space is 

limited, early registration is encouraged. For more information contact the Community Services 

Department at (760) 369-7211. 

 
 

Youth Basketball 
Play basketball for the Town of Yucca Valley! The Youth Basketball Program provides a fun 

and positive sports experience for boys and girls in grades 1st through 8th. Registration opens on 

September 23; closing on November 21 or when filled. The cost is $60.00 per child and includes 

http://www.yucca-valley.org/


 

a team jersey and complimentary picture package. Youth Coaches and Referees are also needed! 

Share your experience and enjoyment of sports with the youth of our community. Contact the 

Community Services Department at (760) 369-7211 for more information. 

 
 

 
Halloween Spooktacular 
 

Saturday, October 25th 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

Yucca Valley Community Center and Hi-Desert Nature Museum 

 

Join the museum and recreation staff for a day of Halloween themed fun and games!  Activities 

will included face painting, a Halloween dance, and hands on crafts.  Also, enter the Carved 

Pumpkin Contest or the Costume Contest. 

 

For more information check www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org or call (760) 369-7212. 

 

Carved Pumpkin Contest Entry Form – Carved Pumpkin Form 

 

 
 

  

http://www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org/
http://hidesertnaturemuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Carved-Pumpkun-Fom.pdf


 

Parks Division News, Repairs and Improvements 
 

Happy For You….But Sad to See You Go….. 

This week the Town Employee family bade retirement farewell to Joyce Martini, a long-time 

parks department employee with the Town of Yucca Valley.  Joyce started with the Town over 

15 years ago in our Recreation Division, but quickly moved to the Town’ s Parks Division where 

she faithfully served the Town for many years.  Equally at home on a tractor on the Town’s 

softball field, or with pruning clippers in our Community Center Rose Garden, Joyce’s unique 

talents and easy-going personality will surely be missed.  We wish her well in her retirement, and 

trust that she will enjoy it, as she certainly deserves it.   

 

  
 

Community Center Repairs and Maintenance  
Gophers can cause a lot of damage to turf, but they can also damage irrigation systems.  Recently 

the Parks Division repaired damage that gophers caused the electrical system which controls the 

irrigation valves at the Community Center.  

 

 
 

The Parks Division aerated the turf at the Community Center.  Aeration alleviates the problems 

caused by soil compaction and helps the grass get enough water, air and nutrients to stay healthy 

and green.   After aerating the soil, the Parks division also swept the grass for any debris.  
 



 

 

  
 

 

 

Hi-Desert Nature Museum Presents “Art Tours Collective Show”  
 

Exhibition on view through November 29th  

 

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum is pleased to partner with the Morongo Basin Cultural Arts 

Council to host the “Art Tours Collective Show.”  This dynamic exhibition features the artwork 

of many artists participating in the Open Studio Tours being held October 25-26 and November 

1- 2.  The Hwy 62 Art Tours encompasses all the arts of the Morongo Basin during the two 

weekend celebration showcasing music, performance and honoring the best in visual arts.  The 

Open Studio Tours allows the visitor to experience working studios and purchase original art 

directly from the artists.  The exhibition will be on view through November 29th at the Hi-Desert 

Nature Museum. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum – Photography Preservation 

Workshop 
 

October 29, 2014 

10 a.m. – Noon 

Fee: $37 per person; $32 for members; Fee includes archival starter kit, and pre-registration is 

required.  

 

The Hi-Desert Nature Museum presents a Photograph Preservation Workshop on Wednesday, 

October 29th at 10:00 a.m. until Noon. Learn how to preserve your treasured family 

photographs. Museum Registrar, Vanessa Cantu, and photo preservation expert, will provide 

participants with tips on how to best store and handle various types of photographs, and guide 

them through the process of properly mounting the photos in scrapbooks and albums using 

archival-grade materials. Workshop materials will be provided. Participants are encouraged to 

bring their own photographs to use during the event. Space is limited. Please register by October 

6, 2014. Register online at www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org. The cost is $37 per person; $32 for 

members; Fee includes an archival starter kit. 

 

 

 

Animal Shelter – A Man and His dog 
 

Ken, one of our local residents, called the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter in hopes staff could 

match him up with a companion dog to be his traveling buddy.  Ken is a truck driver who drives 

an eighteen wheeler from the west coast to the east coast and back again.  The animal shelter 

staff had just the dog in mind for Ken.  A little female Chihuahua mix by the name of Piper.  

When Piper came to the animal shelter, it was obvious she was truly a man’s dog as she liked the 

company of the men folk.  Sweet dog, Piper was born with a severely bent leg which left her 

three legs to get around on.  When Ken met Piper, he immediately knew that she was the one!  

Piper now travels on the road with her dad and has probably visited more states than most people 

file://yvpwdc1/users/ABrucker/REPORTS%20&%20PUBLICATIONS/Weekly%20Updates/2014/www.hidesertnaturemuseum.org


 

have.  Ken keeps in touch with the animal shelter staff and periodically sends photos of Piper and 

the state she is currently visiting.  This unlikely pair, one burly, strong man and one little 

handicap dog, is quite the team.   

 

 
 

 

 

Animal Shelter Visitors and Adoptions 
 

Cat & dog adoptions at the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter during September 2014 include the 

adopters shown below.  Fees for dog and cat adoption are as follows:  Dogs over 4 months of age 

are $92.00.  This includes annual vaccinations and the pet being altered.  Dog licenses must also 

be purchased at the time of adoption for dogs living in the Town or the unincorporated areas of 

San Bernardino County.  Puppies under 4 months old are $85.00 because they haven’t received a 

rabies vaccination yet.   

 

Cats and kittens are normally $55.00, which includes annual vaccinations and being altered.  

During the last two weeks of the month, however, we have our Catapalooza event where cat 

adoptions are only $20.00.  This event is made possible through donations submitted to the 

Town’s animal shelter.  If you are looking for a companion, come in and visit us at the Yucca 

Valley Animal Shelter located at 4755 Malin Way, Yucca Valley.  We would be happy to show 

you our pets! 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Last Animal Vaccination Clinic for 2014 

 

October 16, 2014 

4 – 6 p.m. 

 

The Town of Yucca Valley will be holding its final animal vaccination clinic for calendar year 

2014.  The clinic will be on October 16th, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., at the Yucca Valley Community 

Center. Residents from the Town of Yucca Valley and the Morongo Basin are welcome to 

attend.  Rabies Vaccinations will be given from $6.00 each.  Annual vaccinations for dogs and 

cats will be available.  All vaccinations are to be paid by cash only.  If you wish to purchase a 

license at the time your dog receives its rabies vaccination, both the Town of Yucca Valley and 

San Bernardino County will be selling dog license.  The Town accepts cash or checks, the 

County accepts only cash.  If you decide not to purchase your dog’s license at the time of its 

rabies vaccination, remember to get a proof of rabies vaccination from the Town or County staff 

at the clinic.  If you have any questions, please call the Yucca Valley Animal Shelter at 760-365-

3111 or 760-365-1807 and we would be happy to help you.   

 

 
 

  



 

Animal Control Call For Service  
 

Snakes Remain Active  
Animal Control Officers remained active during September, in their response to remove 

rattlesnakes from homes, primarily on the northwest end of Town.  One rattlesnake was reported 

and successfully removed from the front area of one of the Town’s businesses.  It was thought 

that the rattlesnake arrived at the business via the inside of a car’s hub cap.  It has been seen, on 

occasion, a snake will go into this area during the night when it cools down.  In the morning, if 

the snake hasn’t left, it may travel a very uncomfortable ride inside of the hub cap and once the 

vehicle is parked, the snake will eventually exit. 

 

 

Streets Division Repairs and Improvements 

 

Farrelo Road – Repair of Storm Damage 
The Streets Division recently repaired damage to Farrelo road caused by storm waters.  The 

Streets division repaired the roadway and installed a new asphalt berm.  

 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 



 

Storm Clean Up 
The west end of Town experienced heavy rain on Monday, September 9, 2014, which washed 

sand and debris onto some of our roads.  The Streets Division began their cleanup efforts the 

next day, by scraping thick sand and dirt of the road in preparation for the street sweeper. 

Sweeping started on September 14, 2014, and is scheduled to be complete on October 8, 2014.  

The pictures below show the Street Division and the contractor sweeping the roads. 

 

  

 

Onaga Trail and Church Street – Line of Sight Hazard Removal and Weed 

Abatement  
Periodically the Streets Department removes weed and other vegetation when it might become a 

line of sight hazard.  Recently the Streets Division removed weeds which had grown along 

Onaga Trail.  The Streets Division also removed weeds which were blocking the view of 

oncoming traffic at the intersection of Church Street and Papago Trail.  

 

 
 

 
 



 

  
 

SR 62 Traffic and Pedestrian Improvements from Apache Trail to 

Palm Avenue (PLHD) 
 

The project includes construction of curbs, gutters, sidewalks, and raised median islands on SR 

62, between Apache and Palm Avenue and the construction of a traffic signal at SR 62 and 

Church Street. In addition, there will be traffic signal modifications at SR 62 and 

Acoma/Mohawk.  The Project was awarded by the Town Council on November 19, 2013 to 

Matich Corporation in the amount of $2,798,000.    

 

Status:   

Concrete work for the entire project was completed on Oct 2, 2014. The medians are completely 

constructed and signage is being installed on the median islands.  Grinding and overlay paving 

started October 9th and 10th and will be completed early next week.  Work on the signal at 

Church Street is expected to resume on October 13th and the poles are scheduled for installation 

on October 15th.  The project is on schedule to be completed by the end of October 2014. 

 

  
 

 

  



 

Signal Synchronization Project, Phase I 
 

This project includes the synchronization of the traffic signals between Camino Del Cielo and 

Acoma Trail.  Phase 1 is fully funded by grant resources.   

 

Status:  

The Town Council awarded the construction of the project to DBX of Temecula on July 15, 2014. 

The project construction will be complete by the end of November 2014. 

 

 
 

SR 62 at Dumosa Traffic Signal 
  

The project consists of the design and construction of a traffic signal at the intersection of SR62 

and Dumosa Avenue. 

 

Status: 

The Town Council awarded this project to DBX, Inc. on September 2, 2014.   Manufacturing of 

the signal mast-arms can require up to 16 weeks to complete, followed by Caltrans District 8 

inspections and approval.  Construction is estimated to be completed in early 2015. 



 

 

 

Conditional Use Permit, CUP-3-11, Senior Housing Project 
 

The project includes the construction of a 74 unit affordable senior housing development and the 

construction of all improvements associated with the project.  A managers unit will also be 

constructed. 

 

Status:  
Current onsite work includes flatwork adjacent to building one and construction of perimeter 

fencing. The ADA ramp has been poured to tie in the sidewalk on Antelope Trail. Landscape 

irrigation installation has started. A manhole for access to the storm drain on Dumosa Avenue 

has also been completed. Trim work is nearly done on the interior of building one. The exterior 

treatment on building two is 90% complete at this time.  This development is scheduled for 

completion by the end of the calendar year. 

 

  



 

Site Plan Review, SPR-1-14, Hawks Landing Golf Club at Blue 

Skies 

 

The project involves the reconstruction of the former Blue Skies Golf Course. 

Status:  
Work is progressing on the clubhouse building and it will be ready for stucco soon. The shade 

structure for the driving range tee box is also underway. All onsite underground utilities have 

been completed and grading for the parking lot has begun. 

 

  
 

Site Plan Review, SPR-02-13, Marshalls/Petco  
 

The project involves the construction of 34,650 square feet of retail space for a Marshalls/Petco 

commercial building at the Home Depot front parcel. 

 

Status:  
Marshalls held a grand opening event on Thursday October 2nd and opened their doors for 

business promptly at 8:00 am that morning.  Based on the many positive comments, the 

community is excited to have this new shopping alternative here in Town.  With both Marshalls 

and Petco now open for business, this development project is now complete. 

 

 



 

 

 

Ross Department Store, Tenant Improvements 
 

The project involves a tenant improvement at 57646 29 Palms Highway, inside the former Rite 

Aid lease space at the Vons Center. 

 

Status:  

Ross has pulled permits for the tenant improvements.  The contractor anticipates to begin the 

project prior to the end of the calendar year.  

 

 

Conditional Use Permit, CUP 01-14 Spectrum-Verizon 
 

This project is a Conditional Use Permit for the construction of a 60 foot cellular tower disguised 

to look like a palm tree.  The project is located on vacant/undeveloped land on-Primrose Drive 

and is also identified as APN 595-192-23. 

 

Status: 

The application is incomplete and the applicant is preparing the materials required by the Town’s 

wireless communications facility regulations. 

 

 
 

  



 

Tract 16471, Desert Vista Village, a 105 Single Family Residential 

Unit Development, Senior Community 

 

The project involves the construction of a 105 senior single family residential development on 

the east side of Palm Avenue, South of 29 Palms Highway.   Twenty-nine of the 105 single 

family units have been constructed. 

 

Status: 

The four latest homes are ready for final inspection.  The owner has indicated they plan on 

starting construction on the next four single family residential structures in the near future. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

Tract 16587, Mesquite 55, a 55 Single Family Residential Unit 

Subdivision 

 

The project involves a residential development of 55 single family residential units on Acoma 

Trail, south of Onaga Trail. Seventeen of the 55 single family units have been constructed and 

completed. 

 

Status: 

Four single family residential structures are currently under construction, and permits for four 

additional single family residential units have been issued. 

 



 

  
 


